
Best buy

Quiz of the week
1. What iconic garment did 
Norman Hartnell make in 1947? 

2. What is the best-selling 
board game of all time? 

3. Who brought the first  
potato back to England? 

4. Whose 1755 dictionary 
came to be regarded as  
a standard authority?  
5. For how many years did 
Ellzabeth I reign?

For answers, see bottom of page

Quiz Answers: 1.The Queen’s wedding dress 2.Monopoly 3.Sir Walter Raleigh 4.Dr Samuel Johnson’s 5.45, from 1558–1603

Did you know?
Placing a British 
stamp with the 
monarch’s head 
on it upside down 
on an envelope is 
an act of treason

The upside to the big freeze

On my walk Unmissable 
events this 
week

Dust, whether it be town dust or 
country dust, is one of those dis-
agreeable objects to which the 
wayfaring man would prefer to 
shut his eyes. He knows that, like 
the weather, it is independent of 
the will of man. The use of the 
motor-car, by intensifying what 
has always been a nuisance, has 
caused a curiosity about what are 
the components of ordinary dust. 
The lady in a long skirt which she 

COUNTRY LIFE
100 years ago

www.countrylife.co.uk28 Country Life February 18, 2009

cannot keep from the ground will 
be shocked to know that the par- 
ticles of dust which she collects 
and carries into the rooms of her 
house are simply crawling with 
bacilli. It is said that horses are 
the chief offenders, and certainly 
it would be a great advantage if 
we could get rid of the objection-
able matter due to their use; but 
in spite of improvements being 
made in mechanical power, there 
does not at present seem to be 
any prospect of getting rid of our 
old friend and ally the horse.
Country notes, February 20, 1909D
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THE ACHING cold throws up all sorts of new 
discoveries as birds become emboldened 
by their desperation for food. Normally, 
I only see the merry crowds of long-tailed 
tits as they fly in groups along the wooded 
byway past the old pub, but the weather has 
brought them flittering to my bird table for peanuts 
instead of their normal insects. Long-tailed tits have the 
prettiest local names: juffit (Nottinghamshire), buttermilk can 
(Warwickshire), mum-ruffin (Shropshire) and huckmuck (Wiltshire). 
They build spherical nests of lichen bound by cobwebs with an entrance at the top. One 
can’t not be charmed by these tiny birds that perch close enough together to touch. MH

The daintiest 
of all: long-

tailed tits are 
a puff of pink 

and black

The week                   Edited by Flora Birtles

Busiest  woman this week
Frances Stadlen, founder of Pass on a Poem (POAP), before a new 
venue opens at Sheen Lane Centre, London SW14, tomorrow

Background I’ve always loved poetry, and wanted to give 
everybody the opportunity to enjoy it. At POAP, people choose 
a poem not written by themselves to share with others. The 
event started in my Bath sitting room in 2006. It now has nine 
venues nationwide and more abroad, from Sweden to Brisbane

Typical day It can take a lot of patience and encouragement 
to bring someone to the point of sharing their poem. Some 
relish it, such as the lady of more than 70 who read Carol Ann 
Duffy’s very naughty Frau Freud. Our youngest reader so 
far has been a Portuguese boy of 14, the oldest a lady of 90

Why aren’t more people interested in poetry? School 
tends to put them off, yet poetry offers something 
for everyone, every occasion, every mood. 
POAP is a chance to participate in a live 
cultural event without lengthy preparation 
or skill, and it costs next to nothing

Who inspired you? My prep-school 
headmistress in Dorset, Enid Canning, 
made us lie on the floor of her drawing 
room and listen to classical music purely 
for pleasure. It was heaven. MS
For details of all events, and to subscribe to the 
free weekly poem, visit www.passonapoem.com

Hand-thrown ceramic dog and 
cat bowls by Richard Bramble. 
Big bowls cost £30 and smaller 
ones are £20 (08454 100116; 
www.richardbramble.co.uk)

Food and drink
February 27 Welsh pro-
duce market, St Chris- 
topher’s Place, London W1. 
True Taste award-winning 
food and drink producers 
will be selling goods in time 
for St David’s Day on March 
1. From 12.30pm–7pm (www.
stchristophersplace.com)

Art and antiques
February 22 The Cambridge 
Glass Fair, Chilford Hall 
Vineyard, Linton, Cambridge- 
shire. Some 100 exhibitors 
selling antique and contem- 
porary decorative glass. 
Open 10.30am–4pm, £5 
(07887 762872; www. 
cambridgeglassfair.com)

Point-to-point
February 22 Jackson- 
Stops & Staff 
Countryside 
Alliance Point-
to-Point, Badbury 
Rings, Dorset. First 
race 12.30pm  
(09068 446061; www.
pointtopoint.co.uk)

Gardens
February 22 Snow-
drop Walk, Heding- 
ham Castle, Essex.  
A walk around the 
castle’s Saxon and Norman 
earthworks (01787 460261; 
www.hedinghamcastle.co.uk)

March 4 Arne Maynard’s 
Garden Course: designing 
a cut-flower garden, Allt-
y-bela, Monmouthshire. 
From 9.45am–5pm. The 
course costs £180, includ-
ing lunch (020–7689 8100; 
www.arne-maynard.com)

Country ball
February 28 The Mud 
Lovers Ball, Sywell Aero-
drome, Northamptonshire. 
To celebrate its second 
anniversary, MuddyMatches. 
co.uk invites country-minded 
people of all ages to the 
inaugural ball. 7pm–1.30am, 
tickets £58.50 to £65 (www. 
muddymatches.co.uk)




