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Futurism 
reaches  
100 years 

IT’S a big year for Italian art, with 
galleries across Europe celebrat-
ing the centenary of Filippo Mari- 
netti’s Futurist manifesto, the 
document that sparked Italy’s 
most famous art movement of 
the 20th century. Tate Modern 
hosts a show from June 12, and 
‘Futurism 100!’ is at the Estorick 
Collection, Canonbury Square, 
London N1 (020–7704 9522; www. 
estorickcollection.com) until April 
19, featuring works by Umberto 
Boccioni. Destructive, provocative 
and just a little crazy, the Futur-
ist manifesto proposed a radical 
break with all tradition, exalting 
factories and motor cars and cele-
brating war to create a tabula rasa 
on which to found the art of the 
future. The art that emerged from 
these ideas is captivating, con-
ceptually and aesthetically. The 
Estorick’s show offers an insight 
into one of its central exponents. 
In Boccioni’s drawings, fractured 
planes, scooping curves and tonal 
contrasts explore the Futurist 
ideals of speed and motion. His 
bronzes take the experiments into 
the third dimension, with flame-
like forms evoking the strides of 
a moving figure, and curves adding 
a sense of uplift to the usually 
un-dynamic subject of still life. LP

George Venables Vernon, 1767, by Gainsborough, will be online 

Unique Forms of Continuity in 
Space by Umberto Boccioni

THE BBC is working with the 
Public Catalogue Foundation to 
make all of the UK’s 200,000 pub- 
licly owned oil paintings—80% 
of which are currently hidden 
away—available to view online. 
Once launched, Your Paintings will 
be a website where the public can 
view and find information on 
every oil painting in public owner-
ship. The Public Catalogue Found- 
ation has already catalogued 30% 
of the UK’s national collection of 
oil paintings. With the help of 
the BBC, the aim is to publish 
every painting by 2012. 

BBC Director General Mark 
Thompson revealed other initia-
tives, such as opening up the Arts 
Council’s film archive online. He 
also unveiled plans for new BBC 
content, such as a pan-corporation 
poetry season—part of an over-
arching language theme for 2009. 
Radio 4 is working with the British 
Museum on an online project to 
complement its series A History 
of the World in 100 Objects.

Nation’s 
oils go 
online
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Town & Country  

SIR David Attenborough will be 
taking over the late Alistair’s 
Cooke’s Friday night Radio 4 slot 
with a new series of monologues 
about the natural world. The 10 
-minute monologues, called The 
History of Life, are not intended 
to be a direct replacement, but 
Mark Damazer, the Radio 4 con-
troller, hopes that they will be 
similarly ‘intimate and authorita-
tive’. He notes that it’s an appro- 
priate choice of subject, as this is 
the 200th anniversary year of 
Charles Darwin’s birth. Julian 
Hector, head of radio at the BBC’s 
Natural History Unit, who will be 
producing the monologues, says: 
‘This is an important programme 

Sir David Attenborough on the airwaves 
due to Sir David’s special position 
in terms of access to the natural 
world, and what it will mean to 
him and us. When we were talking 
about possible things to do, we 
bounced some fascinating ideas 
around. What is a feather, for exam-
ple? When did birds start having 

feathers? And from there, he’ll talk 
about flight. It will be a blend of 
natural history and the science 
behind it, rooted in personal his-
tory.’ Other themes for the pro- 
gramme include flight, fossils, 
amber, the discovery of dinosaurs 
and the prehistoric fish coelacanth, 
which still survives today. MS

Sir David will be presenting 
a series on the natural world



Organic pig farms priced out 
PIG FARMS are being forced to rethink their organic status 
as the rise in the cost of organic feed becomes untenable. 
The Pink Pig, a pig farm near Scunthorpe, Lincolnshire, 
has announced it is to stop using organic pig feed and 

return to feeding its livestock conventional pig feed in 
an effort not to pass on rising prices to its customers. 

Organic pig feed costs have doubled in six months to  
£410 per ton from £220 per ton—the cost for non-organic feed is  
just £180 a ton. Despite continuing to refrain from using pesticides, 
the farm will now no longer meet the stringent rules under which 
organic status is awarded, even though its pigs are 100% free range 
and the Pink Pig also conforms to Soil Association standards for  
welfare. ‘We are disappointed not to be able to continue to retain true 
organic status, but we have to listen to the needs of our customers 
without compromising on welfare,’ says farm owner Sally Jackson. 
‘The publicity caused by Jamie Oliver’s investigation into pig welfare 
and pork-labelling standards is very welcome for farmers like us. 
Customers who know about the low welfare standards associated with 
imported pork will hopefully be more likely to buy truly free range 
British pork in the future.’ HK
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Toys and fine art: where 
best to invest; London’s 
lost palace; and in an 
exclusive interview: what New Zealand’s 
Prime Minister thinks about Gordon Brown

GreaT GLee on Monday: snow closed the boys’ 
schools. It had started on Sunday evening, 

and got sufficiently deep to merit a snowball fight. 
I slithered the car into a resident’s parking space, 
unsure of whether inability to distinguish yellow lines 
would invalidate a parking ticket. The next morning,  
only wardens in snow-shoes could have made their 
rounds. On our normally Mediterranean roof terrace, snow 
made piles on the spikes of the Furcraea bedinghausii 
and sat like a block of ice cream on the garden chair.
    ‘Deadening, muffling, stifling its murmurs failing;
    Lazily and incessantly floating down and down:
    Silently sifting and veiling road, roof and railing;
    Hiding difference, making unevenness even,
    Into angles and crevices softly drifting and sailing.’
robert Bridges’ poem London Snow is as appropriate now 
as when he wrote it in 1890. Only snow was more common 
then. We gave up on the late Sabbath dash to get home-
work finished in time for Monday, realising that this is the 
first time any of the children had seen the ‘crystal manna’ 
in serious quantity on home streets. It doesn’t look as 
though it will hurry away either. Never mind. Marmalade 
making has begun, filling our nostrils with a memory of the 

SNOW DOeS different things to  
different people. We like it less as 

we get older, but, whatever your age, it 
makes us cheerfully garrulous. We talk  

to neighbours, strangers and friends with a common 
abandon. It’s Monday morning, the schools have already 
closed, and the children have made a snowman and are 
dragging out the sledges. I should be in London writing 
this, but the roads outside the house are blocked and,  
as I gather from my new talkative friends, the trains are 
no better. I give up and fire up the computer.

Monday is press day for this magazine, and phoning 
the office, it soon becomes clear that only a handful  
of the Country Life team, those who live in London,  
have been able to battle through the snow and walk to 
the office. Suddenly, the race is on to pass all sorts of 
pages by noon with just a skeleton staff, who find them-
selves taking responsibility for all kinds of things that 
normally don’t concern them. If you are reading this, 
then they made it. and I thank them.

Through the window, I can see that it is still snowing 
hard, and I begin to wonder whether I will be able to get 
to work tomorrow... MH

We shall endure
Country Mouse

Anglers on rivers such as the West Dart will not be able to sell their fish

Wild salmon off the menu

Next issue February 11

NEW LEGISLATION has banned 
anglers from selling salmon or 
sea trout caught by rod and line. 
From last Saturday (January 31), 
all commercially caught fish in 
England and Wales will have to 
be tagged by netsmen to make 
them legally saleable. Scotland 
banned the sale of rod-caught 
salmon and sea trout in 2007, 
but the carcass tagging of com-
mercially caught fish is a step 
further than Scottish practice, 
and mirrors the Irish system.

The move is intended to bring 
an end to poaching. Paul Knight, 
chief executive of the Salmon & 
Trout Association (S&TA), says: 

Crystal manna in the capital
Town Mouse
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‘This is great news for salmon 
conservation and the enforce-
ment of anti-poaching laws. Most 
anglers act responsibly by only 
keeping the odd fish for the pot 
—the majority of rod-caught 
salmon is now released alive back 
into the water—but a minority 
have always sold their fish for 
profit, and, as a result, have had 
a significant impact on some local 
river stocks. It will now be very 
much harder to sell fish under 
the counter, because hotels,  
restaurants and fishmongers will 
be prosecuted if the salmon and 
sea trout in their possession isn’t 
properly tagged.’ FB


