
Wanted: 
lost murals
THE sEarcH is on for lost post-
war murals so that an art form the 
Twentieth century society des-
cribes as an ‘endangered species’ 
can get official protection. The 
society believes that about 1,000 
murals were created between 
the end of the second World War 
and the 1980s, especially in the 
wake of the mural exhibition at 
the Festival of Britain in 1951, but 
no record exists of their number 
or quality, and there are fears that 
stock is diminishing fast through 
demolition, vandalism, weather 
or simply changes in fashion. 

although well-known artists 
have created work in this field—
John Piper, Ben Nicholson and 
Bridget riley among them—
many of the finest works have 
been by largely unknown artists. 
The society’s Jon Wright explains: 
‘This was art for everyone, but 
it’s being lost, and we want to 
remind people what a golden era 
of abstract art it was.’ The 
society has already added 17 
new murals to the database and 
is celebrating the first listing of 
a post-war mural, by William 
Mitchell at Islington Green 
school. ‘This potentially opens 
the door for others of an equiva-
lent standard to be protected.’  
If you know of a mural that 
deserves registering, telephone 
020–7250 3857 or visit www.
c20society.org.uk

On a mission: Ely Cathedral, centre of a 900-year-old diocese

A restored 1963 Walter Hudspith 
mural at Sunderland Museum

THIs weekend, the Diocese 
of Ely launches Ely 900,  
a year of special events to 

celebrate the 900th anniversary 
of the diocese being formed in 
1109 from part of the Diocese of 
Lincoln. all 350 parishes have 
been invited to take part in 
saturday’s (January 24) launch 
at the cathedral, with the arch-
bishop of canterbury. Ely will 
become a Fair Trade Diocese this 
year, as soon as at least 50%  
of parishes have applied for 
Fairtrade status. Fairtrade com-
munion wine has been intro- 
duced to the diocese this year. 
Other projects include ‘shrink-
ing our carbon Footprint’ and 
the Mission Project to provide 
scholarships for children in the 
Indian diocese of Vellore. Events 
include a choirs festival (May 16) 
and ‘rave in the Nave’ youth event 
(July 10). ‘We are committed to 
mission in every aspect,’ said  
the Bishop of Ely, Dr anthony 
russell, ‘and shall be thinking 
creatively about our responsi-
bility to pass on the christian 
faith to future generations.’

Busiest  man 
this week
Christopher 
Nourse,  
administrator  
of The Critics’ 
Circle National 
Dance Awards

Background
I studied law, but 
persuaded the 
Royal Opera House 
to give me a job 
after I saw Maria 
Callas in Franco Zeffirelli’s 
Tosca. I went on to run the 
Birmingham Royal Ballet, 
Rambert Dance Company and 
English National Ballet. I retired 
five years ago, and I now help 
run the Awards, which are 
the UK’s only professional 
awards devoted to dance 

Typical day
I co-ordinate everything, from 
the guest list to the venue (we 

Ely celebrates 900 years

M
a

rt
yn

 G
od

d
a

rd

alternate between the Opera 
House and Sadler’s Wells) and 
the schedule. We’ve had some 

disasters—once, 
an artistic director 
(nameless!) agreed 
to present an 
award, but forgot 
to turn up, so we 
had to find some-
one else as the 
audience were  
taking their seats

Best aspect of job
Working with the 

dance profession: everyone 
so committed, disciplined 
and courteous (the result of 
training). We keep the winners 
a dead secret, and the sheer 
surprise on a winner’s face  
is wonderful. I also enjoy the 
range of nominees—this year, 
the critics voted to include 
the Guangdong Acrobatic 
Troupe, who are members  
of the Chinese Army!

Will the credit crunch 
affect the dance world?
It’ll be tough, but quality will 
out, and people may see the 
arts as a form of escapism. 
The Awards aim to promote 
dance, but they don’t get 
the same publicity as film  
or theatre awards—dancers 
aren’t as well known, not 
least because they train for 
such long hours that they 
don’t have time for interviews

Who inspires you?
Diaghilev was the most 
extraordinarily creative,  
forward-looking impresario, 
manager and producer. 
Every dance director should 
try to emulate what he did 
100 years ago. MS

The Critics’ Circle National 
Dance Awards are on January 
26 at Sadler’s Wells theatre 
(0844 412 4300; www.
nationaldanceawards.com)
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