
Best buy

Quiz of the week
1.What do daffodils, bamboo, 
rhododendron and thyme 
have in common?

2.What colour eggs do  
herons lay?

3.What is a village without  
a church called?

4. What does the French word 
Renaissance actually mean?

5.What produces about 260lb 
of oxygen per year?

For answers, see side of page Q
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Did you know?
It is illegal to die  
in the Houses  
of Parliament

Flocking fieldfares

On my walk Unmissable 
events this 
week

An alarming accident which might 
well have ended fatally took place 
at the Zoological Gardens on Sun- 
day afternoon, when a man watch- 
ing the lions in the open-air cages 
climbed up the iron fence erected 
for safety’s sake and held out  
a piece of bread to one of the cap-
tives. Instantly his arm was seized, 
and before he could be released 
was badly mauled. The crass  
stupidity of such an act smothers 
sympathy for the suffered; but we 
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learn that yet further precautions 
will be taken to prevent the public 
from these stupid acts. People 
commonly offer lions buns at the 
Gardens! But they generally do so 
on the point of an umbrella, which 
is often pulled into the cage. We 
hope that no ill consequences 
follow this unhappy adventure, but 
we cannot see that the authorities 
are in any way to blame. The con- 
stant teasing of animals, in which 
some people indulge is pitiful; in 
the present case, however, a mis-
placed kindness seems to have 
been the cause of the accident.
Country Notes, January 23, 1909Ju
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The BlAckBIrdS are busy in the bushes, but it’s the field- 
fare that catches my eye, flying about in small groups. 
Fieldfares are winter visitors—the name means wanderer 
—although a few are starting to breed here. They are fond 
of windfall apples, and are often seen in groups with their 
smaller cousin, the redwing, another winter visitor. 
Unlike most thrushes, the fieldfare is not much of a singer, 
but makes up for it with noisy screeches and chuckles. For 
the poet John clare, they epitomised winter: ‘Flocking field-
fares, speckled like the thrush/ Picking the berry from the 
hawthorn bush/ That come and go on Winter’s chilling wing/ 
And seem to share no sympathy with spring.’ MH

A symbol of winter: the  
noisy, energetic fieldfare

The week                   Edited by Flora Birtles

Busiest  man this week
Tenor Alfie Boe, Rodolfo in the ENO’s ‘La Bohème’

Background I never thought I’d become an opera 
singer, but when I joined the D’Oyly Carte, aged 19, 
I realised how well my voice suited it. Rodolfo 
has been close to my heart since I was 11

Typical day My goal on a performance day is to 
keep calm, so I only want my family around. About 
6pm, I start vocal exercises. The character is the 
sole thing I think about when the curtain goes up

Does opera need to work harder to attract audiences? 
I refuse to let anyone tell me that the credit crunch will stop me. 
Opera is evolving all the time, with film and theatre directors 
demanding that performers act as well as sing. Classical music 
isn’t a pop song with Italian lyrics, and you can’t just win a talent 
contest, you have to have training. But it isn’t elitist—if it makes 
you feel good or moves you emotionally, it does its job

Who would you most like to work with? Nigel Kennedy. 
We share the same idea for promoting classical music—
and he’s a cool geezer!

Who inspires you? My baby daughter, Grace. She puts 
everything right MS
The premiere of ‘La Bohème’ at the London Coliseum will be broadcast 
simultaneously on Sky Arts 1 and 2, showing live onstage and backstage 
action, at 7:30pm on February 2. ‘La Bohème’ runs until March 8 (0871 
911 0200; www.eno.org)

Available just in time 
for half-term skiing, 
the clever PortaSki 
is a lightweight, 
compact gadget 
into which your 
skis and poles slot 
so you can pull 
them along the 
ground. Great for 
families, as child-
ren can carry 
their own skis and 
feel independent. 
£29.95 (www.
portaski.com) 

Garden course
February 18 Sow Seeds 
with the Gardeners, Alnwick 
Garden, Northumberland. 
Gardening secrets revealed 
to children and adults. 11am– 
3.30pm (01665 511350; 
www.alnwickgarden.com)

February 15 Bramdean 
House Garden, Bramdean, 
Alresford, Hampshire. Snow- 
drops, aconites and crocus 
are on display. Adults £3.50. 
2pm–4.30pm (01962 771214)

February 1–8, Bramley 
Apple Week, around the 
country. The official launch 
of events to mark the bicen- 
tenary of the Bramley apple 
(www.bramleyapples.co.uk)

Art and antiques
February 27 Northleach 
Church; March 6 St Mary’s, 
Berkeley; April 2 St Michael’s, 
Mitcheldean. Valuation days 
with Simon Chorley Art & 
Antiques, in aid of Glouces- 
tershire Historic Churches 
Trust (01452 344499; 
www.simonchorley.com)

Exhibition
February 2–27 ‘Paul Brown: 
From Cityscapes to Sea-
scapes’, The Smithfield 
Gallery, 16, West Smithfield, 
London, EC1. Some 40 new 
paintings, from £950, with 
most of the work under 
£5,000 (020–7489 7550; www.
thesmithfieldgallery.com)

Closing soon
Until Febru- 
ary 22 ‘HRH 
The Prince 
of Wales: An 
Exhibition to 
Celebrate 
his Sixtieth 
Birthday’, 

The Drawings Gallery, 
Windsor Castle, Berkshire. 
Photographs documenting 
public and family events in 
the life of Prince Charles 
(020–7766 7300; www.
royalcollection.org.uk)




