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Woolly walk: the Lord Mayor of London, Alderman Ian Luder, Henrietta Cropper (six) and her dog, Try, 
lead Aldermen and a herd of Herdwick sheep over London Bridge. Cumbria farmer Mike Beaty was 
exercising his ancient right to drive the animals toll-free over the river. The event, part of the Lord 
Mayor’s Appeal, was raising money for St John Ambulance London District and The Lord’s Taverners
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Eight major landowners, 
including the National trust  
and Network Rail, are partici-
pating in an Environment 
Agency pilot scheme to identify 
the real extent of fly-tipping on 
private land. this follows initial 
research which revealed that 

THEIR  
chirrup 
can now be heard 
above the skylark, 
because climate change 
is causing an increase in 
grasshoppers and crickets. 
Research from the Centre for 
Ecology and Hydrology (CEH) 
suggests that warmer weather 
has allowed several species 
to find new habitats. The long-
winged conehead (above) was 
confined to the south coast, 
but can now be found north 
of Leicester—it’s moved 150 
miles in the past 20 years—
and Roesel’s bush cricket is 
spreading across south and 
central Britain on the Thames 
and Solent. The findings are 
a result of the CEH’s new 
web-based monitoring scheme, 
which encourages the public 
to record sightings. Project 
researcher Björn Beckmann 
says: ‘This can be seen as  
a positive change. Grass-
hoppers will provide more 
food for British spiders and 
birds.’ Report your sightings 
to www.orthoptera.org.uk MSThe average cost to landowners to remove waste such as this is £809

Landowners to record fly-tipping
94% of private landowners  
suffer from illegal waste being 
dumped on their property—
some report a staggering 100 
incidents a year—most of  
which is household, followed  
by construction and used car 
tyres. harmful materials such 

as asbestos, chemical drugs  
and clinical waste are particu-
larly worrying. it’s a challenging 
problem because landowners 
don’t formally record incidents 
and, under current legislation, 
they must cover the cost of 
removing fly-tipped waste— 
on average, about £809 per 
removal. 

the aim of the new project, 
‘Recognise, Record, Reduce’ 
(www.record2reduce.com) is  
to build an online record of  
incidents. Project manager 
gerald Lee says: ‘We need to  
be able to identify the scale of 
the problem for different land-
owners and advise on strategies 
that will work in each environ-
ment. there is no “one size  
fits all” solution and local 
authorities, waste companies 
and trade bodies all have a role 
to play in informing this crucial 
campaign.’

Hot new homes 
for hoppers
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