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The start of a ‘virtuous cycle’

Hartforth Home 
Farm, Yorkshire, 
built for Sir 
Josslyn and 
Lady Gore-
Booth, was 
judged ‘a direct 
and highly 
considered 
response to  
the Georgian 
buildings that 
form its 
immediate 
context’

Before and after: Somerset House 
(above and above right), Halifax, 
winner of the restoration of  
a Georgian building in an urban 
setting award; and the Navigation 
Warehouse (right and far right), 
Wakefield, which won the award for 
the reuse of a Georgian building

Restoration of 
a landscape: 
the temple 
(above and 
above left)  
at Hardwick 
Park, Co 
Durham

Town & Country                     Edited by Kate Green  

Regeneration of a nation

UrbaN regeneration was 
the watchword at the 7th 
Georgian Group archi-
tectural awards at Christie’s 

last week. Many nominations, 
including all four for the restoration of 
a Georgian building in an urban setting 
—won by Somerset House, Halifax—
and the winner of the reuse category, 
the Navigation Warehouse in Wakefield, 
were in rundown inner-city areas and 
had been restored with the backing of 
local authorities. ‘The urban setting 
category was particularly fiercely 
fought and the shortlist is largely from 
those inner urban areas that would fall 
by the wayside in a recession,’ says 
group secretary robert bargery. ‘In 
many of these instances, you have  
a real sense of the salvation of this 
building uplifting the whole neighbor-
hood. The restoration is often the 
beginning of a virtuous cycle.’

as usual, there were spectacular 
survival stories and inspiring new-
builds. The winning restoration of 
a country house was Cairness House, 
aberdeen, which was riddled with dry 
rot when the current owners took it 
on. It’s now been fully restored, which 
included remaking or restoring 51 
cast-iron chimneypots and re-creating 
the Etruscan library. The Giles 
Worsley award for a new building 
in a Georgian context went to 
Hartforth Home Farm, Yorkshire,  
a new Classical and Gothick house 

by Francis Johnson & Partners that’s 
‘a direct and highly considered 
response to the Georgian buildings 
that form its immediate context’.

Crispin Holborow, of award sponsor 
Savills, says: ‘Despite the recession, 
we had a record 70 entries and there 
were a lot of worthwhile ones that 
didn’t make the shortlist. It’s good to 
see the Georgian angle is as popular 
as ever. The new-builds are interesting 
architecturally, and it was particularly 
good to see some regional twists in the 
style.’ The Duke of Gloucester, who 
presented the awards, said: ‘although 

the awards seek to reward past 
endeavour, they also provoke new 
projects, and we’re unashamedly 
positive about the future.’

The winning restored church  
was St Lawrence, Mereworth, Kent, 
by Thomas Ford & Partners; the 
winning landscape Hardwick Park, 
Sedgefield; and the new building in 
the Classical tradition was 264–267, 
Tottenham Court road by Quinlan 
and Francis Terry. SG
For full details of the winners 
and nominations, visit www.
georgiangroup.org.uk
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Class act: six 
renowned artists 
return to their old 
school, Eton, to 
inspire the next 
generation

➢

SIx Old Etonians return to 
school next week for a one-

off exhibition of their work at the 
Eton College Drawing Schools 
(November 18 to December 
3). Curator Sam Wigan, 
who’s forged a career as 
a figurative sculptor since 
leaving in 1992, and is 
creating a course for develop-
ing teenagers’ sculpting, says: 
‘The facilities are unparalleled, 
and it’s a very neat way of giving 
something back. The Drawing 
Schools were an escape, 
where the boys could 
express themselves in 
any medium, and they laid solid 
foundations for our future careers. 
I want the exhibition to show the 
(current) boys what they can achieve.’

Three of the artists featured—Henry 
Swanzy, Oliver akers Douglas and 

Barometer
Good week for
Siegfried Sassoon 
A £550,000 National Heritage 
Memorial Fund grant will secure 
the war poet’s notebooks for 
Cambridge University

National Trust
A record 713,000 visitors flocked 
to its North-East attractions this 
summer, and membership in the 
region is up by 24,609

English winemakers
They’ll get help from Oenoview 
satellite technology, which 
analyses leaf density, soil water 
content and grape-bunch sizes

Bad week for
English rugby
The sport is asking if injuries are 
due to heavier players; the aver-
age prop forward weighs three 
stone more than 40 years ago

Secretaries
They’re bullied into performing 
menial tasks, according to  
a survey by Global PA Network

Public services
A study by the Office for National 
Statistics reveals they cost 
more and deliver less since 
Labour’s been in power

An old-school 
exhibition
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Jeremy Houghton—were contempo-
raries of Mr Wigan, and the two older 
sculptors—Nic Fiddian-Green, famous 
for his monumental renderings of 
horses’ heads, and David Worthingham 
—were chosen for the influence 
they’ve had on successive pupils. 

‘My time at Eton had an absolutely 
fundamental effect on me,’ says 
Mr Houghton, who began with  

a career in law. ‘We were taught 
by inspirational teachers, such as 
John booth, who I’m still in touch 
with.’ Mr Houghton has been work-
ing with the Lloyds TSb art of Sport 
programme (www.
theartofsport.co.uk), 
which raises money 
through art for 
british athletes 

hoping to compete in 
2012. To attend the private 
view or visit the exhibiton, 
contact Mr Wigan on 01622 
817067 or visit www. 
samwigan.com

Teasing in the trenches
RECENTLY unearthed diaries written by a soldier  

during the First World War trenches reveal how 
british and German troops called an unofficial truce in 
order to exchange friendly insults. Sapper John French, 
a member of the 254th Tunnelling Company of the royal 
Engineers, recorded a british soldier calling ‘Come on 
over, Fritz’ in a German accent, answered by a German’s 

‘No blooming fear’ in a plummy british voice. Mr French also described the 
horrors of war, such as ‘piles of men’ killed in action and the bullets that 
screamed ‘like ten thousand devils on the loose’. His diaries, discovered  
by his niece, are on now on public display at the redruth Old Cornwall 
Society Museum (01209 215084; www.redrutholdcornwall.org). MS

Ballet greats 
honoured

SOME of the most iconic 
names in ballet are to be 

commemorated with a flag-
stone in Westminster abbey, 

which will be dedicated on 
November 17. It will honour Dame 

Ninette de Valois, founder  
of The royal ballet; Sir 

Frederick ashton, its 
first choreographer; 
Constant Lambert, 

music director; and Prima 
ballerina assoluta Dame Margot 
Fonteyn (left). Dame Monica Mason,  
current director of The royal 
ballet, comments: ‘Dame Ninette 
was a visionary who worked tire-
lessly to establish her companies 
and school, and who, with the  
others, brought ballet to a huge 
new audience, putting british ballet 
firmly on the map in the process. 
It’s now a thriving art form.’

Jeremy Houghton’s Flamingoes. 
Eton was ‘inspirational’ for him
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