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Fairy delights: the grottos 
of a lost Welsh garden
The inspiring restoration of 
a Cornish estate, without 
a Government grant in sight 
A phoenix from the ashes: 
the rebirth of Folkestone
Dreamy Christmas fashion

Dance the blues away

The value of dogs

This week has seen a proliferation of wedding 
couples at Kensington Dance studio, perfecting 

jive, swing, foxtrot and crowd-pleasing lines and drops 
(mainly intentional) for their ‘first dance’. some are experienced 
dancers, but most are keen beginners, drawing on the current 
ballroom trend to bring a touch of showbiz to their big day. This 
once uncool, old-fashioned pursuit has developed into a cultural 
phenomenon. Strictly Come Dancing rules the airwaves and the 
ballroom world is feeling the benefits. Far from suffering a credit-
crunch decline, studios are experiencing a surge in popularity, as 
people seek a sequinned escape from winter and financial blues.

My monthly dance night at London’s still-threatened Rivoli 
Ballroom is going strong, and on saturday, the glamorous new 
stardust Ball at Fulham Town hall had a healthy turnout, of 
cabbies, dentists, law students, members of the Oxford and Cam- 
bridge dancesport teams (on opposite sides of the f loor) and the 
former managing director of English National Ballet, among others. 
Strictly has made it acceptable for anyone to have a go. if John 
sergeant can swap grilling politicians for shaking his cha cha hips 
to Twist and Shout, why shouldn’t we all find our inner Latino? MS

OuR house has been under attack for the 
past four months, and now it is time to 

tot up the cost. The culprit is Molly, our little Jack 
Russell, who has just finished teething (i hope). it is estimated 
that every puppy causes £750 of damage to property when 
growing up. Our older terrier, Cracker, scoffed at such frugality, 
and caused damage in line with a whole term’s school fees by 
destroying a f loor. Molly has been more selective in her targets; 
instead of Cracker’s carpet-bombing technique, she has gone 
in for precision strikes on a wide range of targets, including 
the skirting boards, the kitchen table and several pairs of shoes. 
she will have comfortably passed her £750 limit.

The possibilities for high-scale damage by Barack Obama’s 
new puppy in the White house look high. i wonder what is 
the greatest damage ever achieved by a dog? sadly Guinness 
World Records is quiet on this.

i welcome the president elect’s decision to get his children a dog. 
Dogs are wonderful for children—they get them outside, they 
teach responsibility and they are loyal. You can always redecorate 
the Oval Office, but you can’t re-create a childhood. MH

Country Mouse

Town Mouse
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hiLL farmers on Exmoor 
and Dartmoor have called 

on politicians for public funding 
to support them in their role as 
custodians of Britain’s precious 
wild spaces. The Exmoor society 
and Dartmoor Preservation 
Association want a select com-
mittee enquiry into the down- 
turn in hill farming—the 
average income is about £9,000 
and farms receive the lowest 
funding through the single 
Payment scheme (sPs)—plus 
a review of the changes in agri- 
cultural policy that have led to 
destocking of the hills, such as 
the removal of cattle in winter.

‘help is needed at national 
level,’ said Rachel Thomas, 
chairman of the Exmoor society. 
‘We need to see proper payments 
to the farmers who care for the 
country’s finest assets and more 
flexible environmental demands. 
We want to see more practical 
advice, such as allowing the out-
wintering of hardy breeds of 
cattle. Lack of grazing is allow-
ing scrub to encroach, which 

will eventually render the moors 
an impenetrable wilderness. if 
farmers turn away from grazing 
moors, those areas will decline.’ 

Former Defra minister Lord 
Rooker responds: ‘The first 
people to complain if the Lake 
District becomes a wilderness 
will be people from Manchester. 
Well, they should have bought 
more British lamb. We must have 
a vibrant farming community 
in these areas, where diversifi-
cation is almost impossible. it is 
families and animals who make 
these landscapes, and if you can 
make that connection (to poli-
ticians), it will be more effective 
than asking for finance.’ how- 
ever, his successor, huw irranca- 
Davies, warns: ‘hill farming is 
not everything, although it’s  
a vital component. The Govern- 
ment has to take a wider view, 
which is why we are moving 
away from the sPs after 2012. 
We want to consolidate produc-
tion by inviting farmers to deliver 
environmental management. 
We need a bigger uptake.’ 

Hill farmers seek support

Agents react to  
interest-rate cut

The moors are suffering from policy changes, such as winter destocking

ThE Bank of England’s surprise move last week to reduce interest 
rates to 3%—the lowest since 1955—has met with mixed response 

from estate agents. hamptons international and Winkworth believe 
it signals the bottom of the market is in sight, and that it will encourage 
lenders to relax their strict criteria. Others are more circumspect. 
Liam Bailey of Knight Frank says the banking system has a long 
journey back to normality and, until this happens, the new rate is 
unlikely to result in sweeping changes. ‘Lenders will remain focused 
on their own financial health and stay highly risk averse, demand- 
ing large deposits and only accepting the most secure applicants.’ 
some lenders plan to reduce their standard variable rate in line with 
the Bank, but others have still to pass on the previous cut of 0.5%.
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