STEPPING
OUT
Jacky Logan talks to Marianka Swain
about revolutionising ballroom socials

Above, Jacky Logan leading “Saturday Night Fever”.
Right, Same-sex dancing at Dance Al Fresco
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S

ixteen years ago, Jacky
Logan ran the ﬁrst Jacky’s
Jukebox, a monthly social
at London’s Rivoli Ballroom for
both same-sex and mixed couples.
“It started with a crowd of gay
dancers going regularly, and
eventually the owner asked me
to run a same-sex night,” recalls
Jacky. “I didn’t want to isolate them,
so I suggested a social open to all.”
Jacky worried about adverse
reaction from regulars, “but it
was quite the opposite. Back
then, ballroom was mainly for
older people, and they were
thrilled to see youngsters. One
gentleman in his eighties tottered
onto the stage every month and
welcomed everyone; ballroom
was his favourite hobby, and he
didn’t mind who was dancing with
who, as long as it kept going.”
Now, Jacky’s Jukebox attracts
as many as 350 dancers from

all over the UK and abroad, “and
from rival dance schools, so it’s a
unifying event. The regulars are
really generous – they remember
what it’s like to be a beginner, so
they’re patient with less proﬁcient
dancers. They also welcome
newcomers, so it’s very different
to most socials, where people stay
in their ﬁxed partnership. That’s
why older people – particularly
women – enjoy it. The gender
dynamic is revolutionised, so
everyone dances with everyone
and no one sits on the sidelines.”
Jacky also involves visitors:
“There’s a great atmosphere,
so dancers bring friends and
family. I started contemporary
line dances, which get people
dancing, even if they don’t know
any ballroom. One of the most
popular is ‘Saturday Night Fever’,
inspired by Travolta’s moves – it
gets everyone on the ﬂoor.”

In addition, Jacky pioneered
the use of modern music. “At
ﬁrst, people came up to me
saying it was too fast or slow,
but I think it’s great to adapt to
different tracks – it refreshes the
traditional dances and makes
you connect to the music.”
Jacky brings her DJ talents to
other events as well, including
Dance Al Fresco in Regent’s
Park and Royal Festival Hall
socials. “There’s so much more
acceptance now, and a big part of
that is having events where samesex couples dance with everyone
else. Plus, the socials are public,
so non-dancers walk past and see
what modern ballroom looks like.”
Jacky’s Jukebox always
celebrates Gay Pride, and
this year, they’re honouring
Sergio Brilhante and Jonathan
Morrison, who were spotted
on the ﬂoor this year at the
British Opens. “[They’re] the ﬁrst
professional same-sex couple
to compete in mainstream
competitions – a really exciting
development,” says Jacky.
“But, for me, the most
rewarding thing is watching
the change-partner sequence
dances, where you’ll see a guy
in his seventies dancing with his
wife and then suddenly leading
a young gay man – and not
batting an eyelid. It’s part of a
really exciting cultural shift.” ●
Jacky’s Jukebox is on the
ﬁrst Saturday of every
month (www.jackysjukebox.
co.uk). This year’s Dance
Al Fresco is on July 9–10
and August 13–14 (www.
dancealfresco.org).
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