Stepping
out
This month, Marianka Swain finds
out why Supadance has declared
support for same-sex ballroom
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B

arry Free has a gift
for spotting trends.
“I go to hundreds of
dance events and I can see
what’s coming into fashion,
or what dancers want even
before they’ve realised
they want it,” explains the
chairman of Supadance.
The most recent
development spotted by
Barry is same-sex ballroom,
which got his brand’s
backing when Supadance
sponsored the Same Sex
Open in Blackpool last
year. It’s a major boost
for same-sex dance, but
Bradley (left) and Sören
could also be a point of
Stauffer-Kruse with the
pride for Supadance: “I
Supadance shoe created
like being ahead of the
for their Cinderfella show
curve, and it’s such a
great community to be
dancers. We began with Bill
associated with – everyone
and Bobbie Irvine and Walter
I’ve met has been wonderful.
Laird and Lorraine Reynolds,
“There’s so much infighting
responding to their needs, and
in the mainstream dance world,
more recently we altered a shoe
whereas same-sex has an
unbelievably different atmosphere. for Joanna Leunis by removing
the metal shank to make it more
I’d love to see them getting the
flexible, and we created a men’s
recognition they deserve.”
Latin shoe with a little clip for
Barry has also relished the
the stirrup, like clipping a biro in
creative challenge: “In our
your pocket, after a discussion
50-year history, we’ve always
with Michael Malitowski.
had a great collaboration with

“Working with same-sex
couples is fantastic – it gets
us thinking about new ways of
doing things. We’ve created a
man’s shoe in a lady’s fitting,
for female dancers wearing
tails and trousers, and we made
sequinned shoes for Bradley
and Sören Stauffer-Kruse’s
Cinderfella show. It was a bit
of a nightmare finding ways to
stop the sequins falling off, but
definitely worth it in the end!”
Barry would welcome other
requests from this
growing market, “and
I hope the rest of the
dance world takes notice.
It seems crazy to me
that they’re not up there
with everyone else –
the Sequence Festival
coincides with the Same
Sex Open, so why not
have some connection
between them?
“I also think the
audience would love
it, having something
different, and those with
silly prejudices, once they
see it and get to know
the dancers, I bet they’d
think ‘Well, this is all right,
actually.’ I did a few steps
with Sören in the foyer of
the Albert Hall – we had
a bit of a tussle, because we both
like to lead, but other than that it
was great! I reckon more straight
people would love to have a go.”
Barry is proud that his family
business is making its mark
once again: “I love being part
of this world, and if my support
helps people see how great
same-sex dance is, we’d all
be winners: the dancers, the
designers and the audience.” l
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