
“Archaeology’s for all - that’s our motto,” explains
Dr Mike Heyworth, director of the Council for British
Archaeology. You can test that theory during this
month’s Festival of Archaeology, which goes from
present day right back to prehistory, with family-
friendly events, guided walks and reenactments.

“People have a pretty sophisticated understanding
from Time Team - they know all the jargon,” observes
Mike. “But they focus on the digging, and there’s
so much more. At a prosaic level, things emerge
covered in mud and you have to remove it! Then
we categorise items - pottery, bone, shell - and,
most importantly, think about what knowledge we’re
gaining from each find.”

The festival offers opportunities to visit places normally
off-limits. In London, that includes descending into the
19th-century ice wells at London Canal Museum and
exploring the Tower of London’s foreshore.

“The Thames plays such a crucial role in London’s
history, but we hadn’t appreciated the huge amount
of evidence that emerges on the foreshore at low
tide,” says Mike. “Kids will love it, as you get your
wellies on, get your hands dirty, and you never know
what might turn up.

“History isn’t just monarchs and battles - it’s the
stories told by our daily lives. If you find a 15th-
century clay pipe, you can think about the person
sitting on that bench by the river and chucking their
pipe in when they finished.

“Archaeology’s exciting because it’s a tangible
experience: holding something that no one’s touched
for thousands of years. Anyone can take part and
find an object that revolutionises our understanding
of a place.”

Ahead of development, there have been several big
excavations in London recently, which Mike likens to
Pompeii: “You can see the structures of houses and
visualise how the Roman city worked. There are also
prehistoric layers: bones that show which animals
were roaming around at the time.

“People know about major events in London’s
history, like the Great Fire, but when you build all
these stories through archaeology, you realise
it’s absurd to complain about immigration. Items
originating from Asia or the Mediterranean show
how important global connections have been for
centuries. They made London the city it is today,
and it’s only by understanding its past that we can
engage with its future.”

FESTIVAL OF ARCHAEOLOGY
JULY 11-26

Various venues – see website for details
www.archaeologyfestival.org.uk
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PICK OF THE MONTH
DIG DEEP

It’s girls on top in the Association of Illustrators and
London Transport Museum’s Prize for Illustration
2015. Eleanor Taylor’s mixed-media depiction of
Greenwich Royal Observatory took gold, Carly
Allen-Fletcher’s Compound City silver, and Eliza
Southwood’s Parkour at the South Bank bronze.

This year’s theme, London Places & Spaces,
inspired over 1,000 capital contributions, from
iconic landmarks to hidden gems. The winner will
adorn Underground stations, platforms and ticket
halls, and you can see all 100 shortlisted works
at the museum.

THE PRIZE FOR
ILLUSTRATION 2015:
LONDON PLACES & SPACES
TO SEPTEMBER 6

London Transport Museum
Covent Garden WC2E
www.ltmuseum.co.uk
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THE PRIZE FOR

PICTURE PERFECT

London Transport Museum

FESTIVAL OF ARCHAEOLOGY

The most anticipated fiction release of the year
(yes, we’re discounting E. L. James’s latest
assault on the English language) is Harper
Lee’s Go Set a Watchman, revisiting the

beloved characters of To Kill a Mockingbird.
Can it meet sky-high expectations - and put
to rest the controversy of its release? Find out
on July 14 (hardcover £9, Kindle £7.47). If you
need to brush up on the original, we’ve got
you covered: the first MoveTo Town & Country
reader to Tweet @Move_To with the hashtag
#mockingbird will win a free copy.

Or get organised for summer breaks with
new free app PackPoint. Simply enter your
destination, length of stay and purpose for

visit, and it’ll make a list of
everything you need, based on loc
weather forecast and your planne
activities. Useful for dealing with
variable British summertime, too…

How are you livening
up your commute?
Let us know via
Twitter @Move_To

Ice ice baby: explore the 19th-century ice wells at London Canal Museum

Hunt for treasures at Fulham Palace

Eleanor Taylor’s ‘The Royal Observatory, Greenwich’

Shortlisted: John Holcroft’s ‘A Very British Pastime’

Carly Allen-Fletcher’s ‘Compound City’ took silver
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