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In May, Craig Revel 
Horwood said a same-
sex pair would compete 

on the show “this year or 
next year”, adding: “There 
are competitions throughout 
the world that have same-
sex couples. You just have to 
decide who goes backwards!” 
The latter comment suggests 
he hasn’t quite grasped the 
fi ner points, but it’s certainly 
more encouraging than 
former Strictly pro James 
Jordan’s fi rm belief that 
ballroom is about “a man 
dancing with a woman”.

Bradley Stauff er-Kruse, 
who with partner Sören 
reached the semi-fi nals of 
Britain’s Got Talent in 2012, 
thinks the BBC should 
challenge such views. 
“Unless they genuinely 
believe there’s something 
wrong with two men or two 
women dancing together, 
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Marianka Swain asks whether it’s time 
for same-sex dancing on Strictly

Le� : Bradley and Sören 
Stau� er-Kruse on Britain’s Got 
Talent. Right: Tim Regan and 
David Jameson competing.

Stepping Out
The same-sex ballroom and Latin dance scene

it’s their responsibility 
to show diversity.

“The makers and 
broadcasters of Britain’s Got 
Talent should be commended 
for allowing us to dance and 
tell our story as a same-
sex couple on a primetime 
family programme. Of 
course there were some 
negative comments, but 
the majority enjoyed our 
performance and were 
inspired by it.” The couple 
even received thanks from 
viewers who said it allowed 
them to discuss the topic 
honestly and constructively 
with their families.

However, fellow British 
same-sex competitor 
Tim Regan  is concerned 
that, with minimal 

exposure, viewers and 
the BBC might treat it as 
a humorous gimmick. 
In Attitude magazine, he 
suggests starting smaller: 
“Feature a performance by 
trained same-sex dancers. 
Demonstrate both to the 
nation and the professionals 
how clever the choreography 
can be, how roles can 
change, and how two 
men and two women can 
perform a deep or dramatic 
storyline together, as 

opposed to just a comedy.” 
Sören disagrees. “Either 

it’s OK to have a same-sex 
couple participate fully or 
it’s not. We, as a society, 
have progressed beyond 
this debate and so should 
Strictly. Sadly, there are still 
voices of repression and 
internalised homophobia 
out there, but fear is never 
a good reason to avoid 
progress. Surely any couple 
is allowed to dance together 
in modern Britain, and on 
the BBC. UK audiences 
are ready for it!” ■
What do you think? Email 
editorial@dancing-times.co.uk 
or Tweet @dancingtimes
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October 26 – 30 LET’S DANCE Victoria Hotel, TORQUAY
October 26 – 30 ‘SOLOS’ HOUSE DANCE PARTY Toorak Hotel, TORQUAY
November 3 – 8 18th SCARBOROUGH DANCE FESTIVAL Ocean Ballroom, Spa Complex
November 8 – 13 LEISURE & DANCE BREAK Victoria Hotel, TORQUAY
November 27 – 29 ARGENTINE TANGO FOR ALL – Marsham Court Hotel, BOURNEMOUTH
Nov 30 – Dec 4 DANCE, TURKEY and SOME TINSEL – Wessex Hotel, BOURNEMOUTH
December 7 – 11 HOLLY DANCE BREAK Carlton Hotel, TORQUAY
December 23 – 27 CHRISTMAS HOUSE DANCE PARTY an outstanding dance programme which includes
 demonstrations, morning and afternoon sessions plus, of course, dancing every evening. The full-board
 Christmas programme is highlighted by the outstanding reputation for quality food, beautifully presented
 in an attrractive and comfortable restaurant. Please join us at the re-launch of the luxurious and brand
 new 4* DOUBLE TREE HILTON HOTEL, WOKING. Hosts: Lynette, Pam & Philip
December 27 – 30 TWIXMAS Marsham Court Hotel, BOURNEMOUTH
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