
“Our traditional housing delivery methods will never
fill the gap between the 20-25,000 affordable homes
we have now and the 60,000 London needs,” says
New London Architecture’s (NLA) chairman Peter
Murray. “If house-builders have a spike in activity, the
price of materials goes up, and inflation pushes up
the price of homes.” Factor in land costs, more rapid
population growth than expected and those on lower
incomes needing to be close to work, and we have a
considerable housing crisis.

“There’s no silver bullet, but if you ask lots of people to
find creative ways of tackling the shortage, together all
those ideas add up,” explains Peter. The NLA is leading
the way with its New Ideas for Housing competition,
which has attracted hundreds of international
submissions proposing new policies, construction
techniques, technologies and design solutions. The top
100 are being displayed in a new exhibition, opened by
judge Richard Blakeway, Deputy Mayor for Housing,
Land and Property, and also formally presented to the
Greater London Authority and relevant boroughs.

“The Mayor’s office is as keen to fill the gap as
anyone,” notes Peter. “We chose feasible ideas, so I
really hope these decision-makers put them into action.
The whole process needs shaking up. I’ve sat on a
committee offering £8 million of Government money to
self-builders, and hardly got any takers – we’ve created
a system weighted so heavily against individuals and
smaller builders. We need a bottom-up revolution.”

The game-changing competition ideas include Baca
Architects’ proposal that our untapped canal network
could change Generation Rent into Generation
Float; WSP Parson Brinckerhoff’s suggestion of
apartments built atop hospitals, schools and libraries;
and – inspiring many entrants – far more effective
development of the suburbs. “It’s about countering
negative reactions. Rather than forcibly building homes
in people’s back gardens, we should involve local
communities and stress benefits like economic growth

and regeneration. Some are already coming around,
realising their children can’t afford anything.

“Higher density isn’t a bad thing – it’s not squalid
Victorian overcrowding. London’s much lower density
than Paris and Barcelona. We must overhaul our
planning system and get projects moving much faster.”
With elections looming, it’s a good time to engage
politicians, believes Peter. But he also hopes the NLA’s
exhibition – plus a series of seminars and events –
will inspire the public to have their say, whether it’s
encouraging more co-operative housing or calling
for innovative policies. “It only rises to the top of the
agenda if we make our voices heard.”

NEW IDEAS FOR HOUSING
TO DECEMBER 17

New London Architecture Galleries,
Bloomsbury WC1 - Free entry
www.newlondonarchitecture.org

THE ART OF LIVING
MARIANKA SWAIN SHARES HER CAPITAL CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS

COMMUTER
CORNER

PICK OF THE MONTH
CRISIS MANAGEMENT

The Design Museum celebrates the past decade’s
surge in cycling with a dedicated exhibition.
Highlights include Sir Chris Hoy’s London 2012
Olympic Track bike, Team Sky Pinarellos, kit and
accessories used in this year’s Tour de France
win, Sir Bradley Wiggins’ 2015 Hour Record bike,
and several key historic models, plus films and
photography.

The exhibition explores cycling subcultures and
identities, tailor-made craftsmanship, safety issues,
technological innovations, and how it changes the
way we use our towns and cities. From casual Boris
Bikers to dedicated commuters, cycling could play
a key role in London’s future.

CYCLE REVOLUTION
NOVEMBER 18-JUNE 30, 2016

Design Museum, Bermondsey SE1
Adults £13, children £6.50
www.designmuseum.org

DON’T MISS
TWO WHEELS GOOD

CYCLE REVOLUTION

Shortlisted for the Samuel Johnson Prize,
Jonathan Bate’s biography of poet Ted Hughes

has attracted both acclaim and controversy.
Decide for yourself whether he succeeds
in producing a fair and effective account of
Hughes’s much-debated life and work, both
so memorably entwined with Sylvia Plath (Ted
Hughes: The Unauthorised Life, hardback £30,
Kindle £11.99).

Or try “movies for your ears”, the free American
podcast The Truth’s fantastic audio stories.

More freeform than most radio plays, they’re
packed with sound effects and improvisation,
and there’s everything from sci-fi and adventure
to comedy and romance. About 10-20 minutes
long, so perfect for that morning trip to work.

How are you livening
up your commute?
Let us know via Twitter @Move_To

Buoyant Starts: Baca Architects and Floating Homes take to the water

How are you livening

Team Sky recon Roubaix during the Tour de France
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Hartley Cycles’ bespoke Demi Porkeur bike

Think commuting in London drizzle is bad? Try the punishing Giro d’Italia

Natasha Reid’s shared housing solution
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Ben Wilson’s load-carrying Donky bike

Dirty work: a Trek Factory Racing team member
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