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T he 11th annual UK 
Fun Competition, 
held at London’s 

Rivoli Ballroom on October 
3, attracted a record 
number of starter and 
beginner entrants, noted 
competition coordinators 
Vernon Kemp and Bradley 
and Sören Stauffer-Kruse. 
“We created this event to 
offer a safe environment for 
dancers new to competing,” 
explains Sören. “That’s 
worked brilliantly, with 
many who started here 
going on to major same-
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sex competitions.”
Vernon believes several 

among the 2015 crop have a 
competitive future. “We’ve 
said to them, now that you’ve 
plucked up the courage 
to get on the fl oor, have a 
think about February’s Pink 
Jukebox Trophy – which is 
also held at the Rivoli, so 
it’ll feel familiar after the 
Fun Comp. It’s daunting to 
do your fi rst competition, 
so we make it really relaxed 
and encouraging. You 
can have a go without 
shelling out hundreds on 
clothing, for example.”

Vernon is thrilled 
to see a range of ages 
represented, as well as a 

wide geographical spread, 
including Lincoln, St Albans, 
Solihull, Basingstoke, 
Reading and Brighton. 
“It’s a slow process, but 
if you can get a few from 
each region participating, 
then they go back and tell 
others. It’s great to see the 
next generation coming 
through, plus a solid 
base of same-sex dancing 
building nationwide.”

The competition styles 
range from ballroom and 
Latin to sequence and line 
dances, and you can decide 
to enter on the day. “It’s 
all about embracing the 
roots of dancing as a fun, 
social activity,” explains 
Bradley. “The Six-legs Jive 

and Saunter Together are 
always entertaining, and 
the Hello Dolly line dance 
was hotly contested – like 
watching the chorus of 
a West End musical!”

There’s also a change-
partners cha cha, which 
can have surprising 
results. “One couple met 
in the change-partners 
and went on to compete 
internationally, so you 
never know,” says Vernon. 
“It’s also great to see both 
same-sex and all-comers, 
women leading men – the 
Fun Competition showcases 
the complete spectrum.” 
Sören adds: “We can’t quite 
believe it’s been 11 years, 
but given its success, we’re 
sure it’ll be around for a 
long time to come.”  ■
Go to funcompetition.co.uk 
for more information.
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