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Same-sex dance made 
headlines again 
in 2015 with the 

Strictly debate, but the real 
news was on the dance 
fl oor, with improvements 
in outreach and visibility 
leading to exciting 
competitions featuring 
both returning champions 
and talented newcomers.

Rachel Sparks and Marie 
Eisenhardt made their debut 
at London’s Pink Jukebox 
Trophy (PJT). “We were 
very proud of coming fi rst 
in B Latin after only six 
weeks’ practice – that was 
a real achievement,” recalls 
Rachel. It was also the 
competition where Benedikt 
Kraus caught the same-
sex bug, and, with partner 
Thorsten Dreyer, he’s 
competed there every year 
since 2009. “It’s fantastic 
to have all your friends 
cheering you on – it gives 
you an additional boost.”

Tori and Yvonne Settle, 
who began at the PJT 12 
years ago, agree. “There’s 
such a brilliant atmosphere, 
and the chance to really 
enjoy the social side,” 
explains Yvonne. “As that 
was the only comp on home 
turf, all our friends were 
there and my mum came to 
watch. It was also great to 
see good numbers of new 
and younger competitors 
at the Fun Competition in 
October – we hope they 
take the plunge and join 
us at this year’s PJT.”

Another highlight was 
the Stockholm EuroGames. 
“It’s the best attended and 
thus fi ercest competition,” 
reports Thorsten, who says it 
was amazing to have a host 
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Marianka Swain looks 
back on a busy year 
and previews 2016

Top: � orsten Dreyer and Benedikt 
Kraus. Middle: Rachel Sparks and 
Marie Eisenhardt. Bottom: Caroline  
Privou and Petra Zimmerman at 
the EuroGames in Stockholm.
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country less established in 
the same-sex dance world. 
Perhaps we’ll see an infl ux 
of Swedish competitors, 
after Jazz Munteanu and 
Karin Herman came out 
of retirement to win the 
women’s A Latin in style.

Yvonne notes the Games 
itself wasn’t well organised, 
but ESSDA brilliantly held 
the ballroom competition 
together. “We’re so lucky 
to have an umbrella body 
taking responsibility for 
our event.” Stockholm 
also saw the largest ever 
UK contingent, “with 

loads of supporters 
coming to watch”.

Reigning A ballroom 
champions Caroline Privou 
and Petra Zimmerman 
were thrilled to be invited 
to dance in the prestigious 
Blue Hall, where the Nobel 
Prize banquet takes place. 
“Performing in such an 
historic place made us think 
back to the beginning of 
our dance career, when we 
would have been thrown out 
of a studio just because we 
were a same-sex couple.”

E veryone has high 
hopes for this year’s 

Helsinki EuroGames. “It’s 
exciting to dance in so many 
different places and explore 
cities that you might not 
go to otherwise,” explains 
Benedikt. “We often bring 
our partners with us, so 
it’s part competition, part 
holiday.” They’ve already 
got Le Rendez-Vous de Paris 
in the diary for 2016. “It’s 
a wonderful opportunity 
to see our French dance 
friends and to visit Paris.”

Another popular 
destination is Berlin, where 
Rachel and Marie competed 
in the Open. “We had such 
wonderful support from 
their warm and welcoming 
community of same-sex 
dancers,” says Marie. Petra 
adds her praise for the 
dedicated organisers of 
the PJT and Berlin Open, 
“who never stop thinking 
about improvements, even 
though they’re the oldest 
and most established same-
sex competitions. And 
newcomer event the Dutch 
Open Championships is 
different, but great, with 
the same-sex competition 
embedded in an offi cial 
national and WDSF-
acknowledged one.”

Away from the competition 
fl oor, Rachel and Marie 
are embarking on exciting 
new creative projects with 
singer/songwriter EnaFey, 
creating dance narratives for 
her music videos. “We feel 
it’s important for same-sex 
dance to have a place in pop 
music, so that it represents 
the diversity of love and 
relationships, not just 
male/female couplings.”

The signifi cance of that 
ambassadorial role was 
demonstrated last year 
by Caroline and Petra 
receiving an “Oscar” from 
the mainstream German 
Federation of Dancesport 
– the highest award, and 
the fi rst time it was given 
to a same-sex couple. 
“It’s another milestone in 
terms of global acceptance 
and validation. That 
makes us very proud.

“This year, we’d love to 
see a return to Blackpool 
– dancing belongs there, 
and so does same-sex 
dancing. We hope, too, 
that all other competition 
organisers fi nd the time 
and dedication to run their 
events, so that we have 
numerous opportunities  
to meet and compete.” ■

February 20: Pink 
Jukebox Trophy 
pinkjukebox.co.uk

April 23: Berlin Open
pinkballroom.de

May 7: Le Rendez-
Vous de Paris
lerendezvous
deparis.com

June 26-July 2: 
Helsinki EuroGames
2016.eurogames.info

September 24: Vienna 
Dance Contest
viennadancecontest.at

Key 2016 dates
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