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With the EU referendum dominating the news 
cycle, rivalled only by Donald Trump, you may 
have well have politics fatigue. Fortunately, 
Caitlin Moran’s latest, the brilliantly named 

Moranifesto (hardback £20, Kindle £9.99), 
is a thoroughly common sense rallying cry. 
Her road to making the world a better place 
takes in everything from benefits and boarding 
schools to internet etiquette – with the odd 
dash of Benedict Cumberbatch, naturally…

Or, while we’re wrestling with big ideas,
try free American podcast Radiolab
(www.radiolab.org), which tackles scientific 
and philosophical conundrums in a quirky, 
engaging way. The distinctive audio 

production makes this a standout, as does  
its scope – everything from vast topics like 
time, morality, privacy and deception to weird 
facts and incredible human stories.

How are you livening 
up your commute?  
Let us know via 
Twitter @Move_To

Make Good Waterloo by alma-nac

Filippo Minelli, ‘Shape D_Z’, 2012

WELL-Line by Chetwoods Architects

Reclaiming it from “vandalism”, Somerset House and 
A(by)P are celebrating unsanctioned public art AKA 
graffiti in a new exhibition of specially commissioned 
work, with 17 renowned artists, including Shepard 
Fairey, Swoon, REVOK and Filippo Minelli, responding 
to the idea that this is an intrinsically utopian practice. 
Some, like Nano4814 and Brad Downey, have created 
on-site installations, while Horfée and Russell Maurice 
take up residency on April 13-20, giving visitors an 
insight into their process. 

The exhibition and its accompanying programme of 
events, including workshops, talks, films, music and 
performances, aims to prove that street art offers 
a vital alternative view, challenging us to form new 
ways of thinking.

Shepard Fairey, ‘Coup d’État’, 2012HuskMitNavn, ‘Roll up’, 2015

VENTURING BEYOND: GRAFFITI & THE 
EVERYDAY UTOPIAS OF THE STREET
TO MAY 2

Somerset House, Strand WC2R
Free entry
www.somersethouse.org.uk

“Last year, London surpassed its pre-war population 
peak and housing demand is still increasing,” observes 
Owen Hopkins, Architecture Programme Manager at the 
Royal Academy (RA). “The conversation has shifted to 
the suburbs, but as a central London resident, I noticed 
significant numbers of brownfield sites lying empty.”

In July 2015, the RA launched its Urban Jigsaw 
competition, seeking ideas for how such spaces might 
be used. “Some are odd shapes, so can’t be developed 
in conventional ways, but we wanted fresh thinking – not 
just more luxury tower blocks. Our four finalists reflect 
the huge range of entries.”

Established practice Maccreanor Lavington focussed on 
London’s law courts, which lack community engagement 
– “you only visit if you’re accused or a victim of a crime. 
Their idea is to use the capital from selling off under-
capacity courts to create new ones connected to other 
facilities, so they become a welcoming public forum.”

Smaller, Waterloo-based alma-nac focussed on their 
surrounding area. “They suggest using leftover gap sites, 
many around the railway, to create a network of artists’ 
workshops tailored to those spaces. They could help 
local authorities realise the sites’ worth, and collaborate 
with developers to make their projects distinctive, add 
value and secure those creative spaces in the heart of 
London.”

Chetwoods Architects went underground for their 
plan: using the capital’s postal railway, closed in 2005, 
as a logistics network. “Goods could be brought in at 
Paddington, and then pop up at various wells – like 
Oxford Street, which would reduce traffic. Artisanal 
production isn’t viable with high land prices, but not 
having to store materials and products on site would 
help enormously.”

Atelier Kite formed specially for this competition. Their 
communal Hackney Kitchen would suit 21st-century 
singles, eliminating individual kitchens in flats – so 
creating smaller, more affordable units and reducing 

food waste. It would also mean the creative types who 
fuel Hackney, and London’s economy, wouldn’t be 
priced out. “They’re responding to an underserved 
contemporary demographic, but there’s echoes of the 
1920s, when innovative architects thought about how life 
could be remade with communal facilities.”

Owen notes all these ideas are feasible in some form, 
and they’ve had a positive response from both industry 
experts and the public. “The RA is proud to act as a 
platform for ideas, connecting architects with a wider 
audience. I hope this exhibition helps us all think about 
how to improve our city and demand something different 
in terms of development, so we can preserve the 
cultures, communities and smaller-scale economies that 
make this such an interesting place to live.”

URBAN JIGSAW
APRIL 27-MAY 29

Royal Academy of Arts, Piccadilly W1J
Free entry
www.royalacademy.org.uk

Hackney Kitchen by Atelier Kite


