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I t’s no longer unusual to 
see same-sex dancers in 
our ballrooms, classes 

and competitions, but what 
about in churches or august 
institutions such as the Royal 
College of Music? Stefan 
Lehner and Axel Zischka, 
current European champions 
in men’s A ballroom, 
have been branching out, 
beginning with a charity gala 
at the Royal College’s Britten 
Theatre last September. 
Fernando Montaño, a soloist 
with The Royal Ballet, invited 
a range of artists to help 

Stefan Lehner and Axel Zischka 
performing at the Britten � eatre.
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Same-sex dancing is venturing into new 
spaces, reports Marianka Swain

Stepping Out
The same-sex ballroom and Latin dance scene

raise money for Children of 
the Andes and the Playing 
For Change Foundation.

“In the beginning, we 
weren’t sure about doing 
the event, which would 
also be our showdance 
debut,” explained Axel. 
“Same-sex dancers in a 
UK theatre, in front of a 
potentially conservative 
audience, amongst high-
quality classical artists… it 
was a big challenge.” Their 
Viennese waltz and tango, 
however, received very 
positive feedback from an 

audience that included Leslie 
Caron, Vivienne Westwood 
and members of the royal 
family. Stefan, who loved 
the whole experience, was 
particularly heartened by 
the spectators’ “appreciation 
of our sincere artistic and 
creative expression.”

Spurred on by success, 
the pair joined Montaño 
for another performance in 
February at St John’s Church, 
Hyde Park, to support 
fundraising efforts for the 
restoration of “Betty”, its 1865 
Hill organ. The instrument, 
played by Nicholas Miller, 

accompanied their tango 
with a rousing rendition 
of the “Habanera” from 
Bizet’s Carmen. “I love the 
powerful sound of the organ, 
so dancing to ‘Betty’ in this 
historic church was such an 
exciting opportunity,” says 
Axel. Stefan adds: “I was 
very touched by this unique 
parish using the church not 
just for prayer and worship, 
but also as a place for 
community and – above all – 
celebration, joy and dance.”

Vicar Stephen Mason 
comments: “It was a privilege 
to welcome Axel and Stefan 
to St John’s. Their charming 
and unassuming nature 
was matched by their 
amazing skill, bringing a 
grace, charisma and élan 
to the fl oor that captivated 
their audience. Wow! 
They mesmerised the 
young children watching, 
in spiring them and the adult 
audience to be open to the 
inclusiveness of ballroom 
dancing for all.” ■

Tired Feet? Take a break and watch
DVDs for the discerning dancer, both Lectures and Competitions
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