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A record number of 
spectators cheered 
on competitors from 

a variety of countries at this 
year’s Paris competition. 
“As well as the regulars, we 
had couples from Canada, 
Switzerland, Finland and 
even Australia,” reports 
Torben Doose. “That makes 
us feel very honoured.”

Germany’s Caroline Privou 
and Petra Zimmerman 
continued their unbroken 
run in women’s A ballroom, 
“sharp and magical as ever”, 
though Beatrix Rencsisovszki 
and Reka Fuleki from 
Hungary “off ered a fl uid 
and convincing fi ght”. They 
went one better in A Latin, 
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Marianka Swain 
reports on Le Rendez-
Vous de Paris

Clockwise from top le� : Caroline 
Privou and Petra Zimmermann; 
Stefan Lehner and Axel Zischka; 
� e Men’s A Latin; Beatrix 
Rencsisovszki and Reka Fuleki.

Stepping Out
The same-sex ballroom and Latin dance scene

holding off  Finland’s Piia 
Korpi and Santra Rinne. “As 
10-dancers, we were happy
to perform well in both,”
says Beatrix. “Latin often
feels like a competition in
dance styles, so it’s more
of an even playing fi eld.

“We adore learning 
new fi gures – training is 
actually most valuable to 
us. We’ve been working 
together for nine years to 
become great partners. The 
Paris competition is very 
well organised and has a 
wonderful atmosphere, 
and we love the big dance 
fl oor and that it’s within 
easy reach of public 
transport. The hosted 
housing is helpful too.”

Niels Henrik Hartvigson 
from Denmark and Pascal 
Herrbach from Germany 
won men’s A ballroom, 
with last year’s victors, Axel 

Zischka and Stefan Lehner, 
hamstrung by Axel suff ering 
from low blood pressure. 
“Everyone was suff ering 
with him,” recalls Torben. 

M en’s A Latin saw a
thrilling battle, as 

Spanish showmen Antonio 
Castillo and Santiago 
Granizal, “who have 
a fabulous connection 
and presence”, narrowly 
defeated dynamic Swiss 
couple Marcus Mnerinsky 
and Renato Minnig. The 
close second “is defi nitely 
motivation for the European 
Championships,” says 
Marcus. “We’ll analyse the 
videos to get even better. 
It’s nice having  couples 

at a pretty equal level, as 
it motivates you to grow 
in your dancing. And I 
love that the audience 
cheers everyone on at 
same-sex competitions.”

British dancer Sarah 
Hughes praised the “proper 
old French gymnasium” 
venue, strong UK results, 
and quirky touches like 
a top-hatted compère 
and Gallic tinge to the 
music. She also enjoyed 
the mixed-gender and 
fun competitions. Those 
elements, along with a 
friendly ball, help everyone 
feel they belong to the 
“French dancing family,” 
believes Torben. “Every 
competition has its own 
character, and we couldn’t 
be happier with ours.”  ■

For more information, visit 
lerendezvousdeparis.com.
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