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COTSWOLD 
CHARISMA

Rolling hills, chocolate-box villages and a rich Tudor history:  
Marianka Swain salutes the majestic charms of Gloucestershire
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Gloucestershire

GLOUCESTERSHIRE
From a Tudor stronghold 
and King Edward II’s 
resting place to current 
residents the Prince 
of Wales and Zara 
Phillips, the Cotswolds 
have always had the 
royal seal of approval. 
And no wonder: this 
Area of Outstanding 

Natural Beauty is a haven of quintessentially 
English country charm. Its rolling hills are 
bedecked by sheep – “wold’ is Old English 
for “upland common” – and its villages 
characterised by warm honey-coloured 
buildings created from local limestone.

Cotswolds country covers five different 
counties, but the bulk of it is in Gloucestershire. 
In the medieval period, Cotswold wool was 
prized throughout Europe, which led to 
the construction of magnificent houses and 
churches, many of which are still standing in 
Gloucestershire. There are also remnants of 
earlier history, in the form of Roman villas, such 
as Chedworth, and the Fosse Way, which forms 
part of modern lanes and parish boundaries.

The region is also beloved by artists. Holst 
dedicated a symphony to the Cotswolds 
and Vaughan Williams based an opera on 
local village life, while current occupants 
include Blur’s Alex James, Sam Mendes, 
Stella McCartney 
and Damien Hirst. 
JK Rowling was 
born in Chipping 
Sodbury, and Laurie 
Lee dedicated the 
gorgeously evocative 
Cider with Rosie to his 
idyllic childhood home. 

Gloucestershire’s 
combination of 
significant sites, 
charming market 
towns, unspoilt 
landscapes and 
illustrious residents 
is simply irresistible. 
Long may it reign. A
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SNOWSHILL MANOR 
Snowshill is a real treasure trove, packed with 
remarkable curiosities collected over a lifetime by 
architect Charles Wade, whose motto was “Let 
nothing perish”. Rooms are filled to the brim 
with everything from Samurai armour to musical 
instruments – Wade himself lived in the Priest’s 
House. Part of the main house, built with  
honey-coloured Cotswold stone, dates from the 
16th century, and it has a delightful Arts and Crafts 
garden. King Henry VIII took over Snowshill 
from Winchcombe Abbey in 1539 and gifted it to 
Katherine Parr – you can still see her coat of arms.

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/snowshill-manor-and-garden

BERKELEY CASTLE      
Incredibly, Berkeley has been in the same family for 850 
years. Once a fortress against the invading Welsh – it 
still has arrow slits and murder holes – the 12th-century 
castle has seen its share of bloodshed, including the brutal 
1327 murder of King Edward II. The Berkeleys have since 
transformed it into a beloved family house, complete 
with an impressive collection of treasures such as Francis 
Drake’s cabin chest. Wolf Hall fans will spot locations 
from the hit BBC series, and there’s also a 6,000-acre 
estate featuring rare plants, a medieval deer park, tropical 
Butterfly House and Queen Elizabeth I’s bowling green.

www.berkeley-castle.com

SLAD      
Immortalised in Laurie Lee’s lyrical 

classic Cider with Rosie, this idyllic village is 
still wonderfully unspoilt. Your Lee pilgrimage can begin 
at childhood cottage Rosebank, part of a 17th-century 
manor where he and his many siblings were raised, then 
on to Rose Cottage, his home from 1961, and finally his 
resting place in the local churchyard, plus book locations 
like nearby hill town Painswick, haunted Bulls Cross, 
and the valley itself, as lush and evocative as Lee recalls. 
Finish up at the Woolpack pub, once the author’s local 
and now home to real ales and delicious seasonal fare.

www.thewoolpackslad.com

DO
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HIGHGROVE 
GARDENS 
The Prince of Wales’s residence reflects 
his environmental beliefs, from the 
solar panels and woodchip boiler at the 
house to the organic garden and farm. 
With advice from Lady Salisbury and 
Miriam Rothschild, Prince Charles 
created a wildflower meadow with 
endangered native plants and some 
of the national collection of beeches. 
Other highlights include classical 
temples made from green oak and 
a stone sundial given as a wedding 
present to Prince Charles and Princess 
Diana. After your tour, enjoy afternoon 
tea at the Orchard Restaurant. 

www.highgrovegardens.com

GLOUCESTER 
CATHEDRAL  
A site of continuous Christian worship for over 1,300 
years, the 7th-century Anglo-Saxon religious house was 
reborn in the 11th century as the Norman abbey where 
King Henry III was crowned and Edward II buried. 
Henry VIII dissolved the monastery in 1540 and Oliver 
Cromwell almost demolished it. The cathedral has 
exemplary Gothic architecture and history, plus it hosts 
the world’s oldest music festival, Three Choirs, in July.

www.gloucestercathedral.org.uk

SUDELEY CASTLE  
Tudor fanatics will adore Sudeley, one of Henry VIII’s royal residences. During 
a visit, he planned the dissolution of the monasteries, while later resident 
Thomas Seymour brought ward Lady Jane Grey and wife Katherine Parr, 
Henry VIII’s widow; Katherine is entombed here. The estate includes the 
Queens’ Gardens, named for the four queens who walked the parterre. There 
are more gems inside, such as Charles I’s despatch box. 

www.sudeleycastle.co.uk



BOURTON-ON-THE-WATER  
MODEL VILLAGE

Small is beautiful. This one-ninth scale replica of a picturesque 1930s Cotswold 
village contains: all its buildings, from the Old Water Mill to the ford; gardens 
(pruned to scale) with miniature greenhouses and furniture; churches featuring 
real choral singing; a running River Windrush; Bourton-on-the-Water’s famous 
stone bridges; and, best of all, a model of the Model Village. Alongside this 
exquisite time capsule, created by the Old New Inn’s landlord and opened on 
the coronation day of King George VI, there’s an exhibition of miniature scenes, 
room sets and replicas of iconic cottages such as Willy Lott’s House, depicted in 
Constable’s The Hay Wain.  

www.themodelvillage.com
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CHELTENHAM   
Britain’s most complete Regency town is a study in 
elegance. It features in the Gloucestershire section of the 
Domesday Book, but was really put on the map when King 
George III visited the spa in 1788 – you can still sample 
the healing waters at the Pittville Pump Room. Other 
attractions include the fine Regency terraces, tree-lined 
Promenade, smart shops and eateries like Raymond Blanc’s 
Brasserie Blanc, Holst Birthplace Museum and blooming 
Montpellier Gardens, plus the world-class horse racing and 
annual festivals. Lewis Carroll used to visit Alice Liddell 
here – the mirror in her grandparents’ house inspired 
Through the Looking-Glass.

www.visitcheltenham.com VI
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TEWKESBURY ABBEY 
The former Benedictine monastery, which dominates 
the surrounding countryside, is a superb example of 
Norman architecture, with its impressive arch and 
flanking turrets, historic stained glass and one of the 
largest and finest Romanesque crossing towers in 
Europe. Robert Fitzhamon, a kinsman of William the 
Conqueror, acquired it in 1087, but didn’t live to see the 
abbey’s completion; he was subsequently buried in the 
Chapter House. During the Wars of the Roses, defeated 
Lancastrians seeking sanctuary here were slaughtered 
by the Yorkists, meaning the building had to be  
reconsecrated, and Henry VIII used its bells for warship 
cannon – they’ve since been restored to full glory.

www.tewkesburyabbey.org.uk

GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
WARWICKSHIRE RAILWAY  
For a taste of the train travel of 50 years ago, the Gloucestershire Warwickshire 
Railway offers a 24-mile round trip between picturesque Laverton and 
Cheltenham Racecourse on which you can sample the glories of steam travel, 
as well as panoramic views of Cotswolds scenery. The Toddington and 
Winchcombe stations provide refreshments with a delightful 1950s cafe at the 
latter. Themed events are held throughout the year. 

www.gwsr.com 

VISIT



Gloucestershire 

THE LION INN    
Dating back to the 15th century, the Lion Inn in Winchcombe (below) started life as a 
coaching inn. In the centuries since the building has gone through many changes, but 
today the beautifully refurbished property, with seven exquisite bedrooms all with 
en suite bathrooms, is an ideal base from which to explore some of the most beautiful 
locations in the Cotswolds, including Sudeley Castle, which is within walking distance. 

www.thelionwinchcombe.co.uk

OWLPEN MANOR   
Dubbed “the epitome of the English village” by the Prince of Wales, lovely Owlpen 
is one of the most romantic spots in the Cotswolds. The famous Tudor manor house 
that was built for the De Olepenne family in the 1450s is said to be haunted by Queen 
Margaret of Anjou, wife of King Henry VI, but the cluster of lovely Cotswold cottages 
that surround it offers nine dreamy hideaways, including a watermill that dates back to 
1728, a Victorian cottage and a gabled garden gazebo.

www.owlpen.com A
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ELLENBOROUGH 
PARK   
A sumptuous Cotswold manor house 
on the outskirts of Cheltenham, 
Ellenborough Park has a wonderfully 
scandalous history. The main house of 
the estate dates back to the 15th century, 
but the manor achieved notoriety in the 
19th century when Lord Ellenborough 
married society beauty Jane Digby, 17 
years his junior, after the death of his first 
wife. Digby soon abandoned her husband 
for an Austrian prince, but left her stamp 
of individuality on Ellenborough Park, 
which opened as a hotel in 2008 with 
60 luxurious rooms that mix original 
features with modern comforts. 

www.ellenboroughpark.com

STAY


