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DON’t Miss
LONDON’S BURNING

Here I Am, Jonathan Safran Foer’s first novel
since 2005, follows one fracturing American-
Jewish family in Washington D.C., set against
the backdrop of catastrophe in the Middle

East (hardback £16.59, Kindle £9.99). His
searching, irreverent and typically inventive
work examines conflicting duties and
identities, and the meaning of home.

Or dip into the archives of the free Dead
Authors podcast, where comedian Paul
F. Tompkins, in his guise as H.G. Wells,
welcomes deceased writers via his time
machine. “Guests” include Charles Dickens,
Mary Shelley, Arthur Conan Doyle, Roald
Dahl, Agatha Christie and Oscar Wilde.

The result is a giddy mix of illuminat
interview and absurdist skit.

How are you livening
up your commute?
Let us know via
Twitter @Move_To

Burnt padlocks and key from Botolph Lane

It’s 350 years since the Great Fire, and the
Museum of London is marking the anniversary with
a new interactive exhibition. There are rarely seen
artefacts on display, like roof tiles, plate fragments,
an unfinished piece of embroidery rescued from a
house in Cheapside, and ironwork which, through
X-rays, has revealed lost items like window latches
and a padlock with two keys fused onto it from the
heat of the blaze.

The exhibition also recounts how the fire started
– in nearby Pudding Lane – and then spread,
shares letters and personal stories from Londoners
affected, looks at 17th-century firefighting

methods, and explains how the capital was rebuilt
and reshaped following the disaster.

FIRE! FIRE!
TO APRIL 17, 2017

Museum of London, Moorgate EC2Y
Adult £8, children £4, under-5s free
www.museumoflondon.org.uk

“In 2016 the London Design Festival will have over 400
events and installations taking place – that shows how
the design community is growing,” observes festival
director Ben Evans. And it’s not just local talent,
with the first London Design Biennale at Somerset
House featuring over 30 nations from six continents,
presenting newly commissioned works exploring the
theme Utopia by Design.

“The internationalism of the festival is very important
to our make-up, with press, designers and businesses
visiting from all over the world,” notes Ben. Closer to
home, the citywide celebration this year welcomes
Brixton to the line-up of Design Districts, which
showcase local artists and industries. It could bring
a new audience and edge, he believes.

“Under the theme ‘Rebel Rebel’, Brixton Design Trail
will engage the local community and wider design
world with installations, exhibitions and events
throughout the town centre by resident artists,
designers and creative organisations. As part of their
distinctive approach, the team will curate their own
programme, giving passionate young people
a platform to express their ideas and talent.”

Other innovations include contemporary decorative
interiors show LuxuryMade, which unites 50 top
brands in Olympia’s sumptuous Pillar Halls, and the
relocation of designjunction to a new long-term home
in King’s Cross, “one of the most exciting urban
redevelopments in the UK”. There’s also the launch of
London Design Fair, an umbrella brand for the popular
Tent London and Super Brands London.

Standout installations include Benjamin Hubert’s Foil
at the V&A, an undulating ribbon that features 40,000
individual metallic elements reflecting light all around
the gallery, and Mathieu Lehanneur’s mesmerising
Liquid Marble – what appears to be a body of water,
somehow moving and static.

Pleasure Garden at Black Cultural Archives, Brixton Design Trail

Alison Brooks Architects’ 118ft-long curving tunnel
The Smile shows the potential of cross-laminated
hardwood by lifting visitors 11 feet off the ground,
while MINI Living’s immersive installations explore the
growing importance of “third places” – spaces that
blur the boundaries between work and home. All tie
into the growing idea of “concepts and materials that
will play a part in how we live in the future,” says Ben.

This year’s projects “reflect the stimulating diversity
of creative thinking, and are all united in their ability
to inspire, entertain and arouse curiosity within the
design community.

“The festival aims to bring together a global collective
of designers, artists, architects and retailers
responding to the transformative power of design. We
hope that, through the festival, millions of people will
engage with design and help the industry thrive.”

LONDON DESIGN FESTIVAL
SEPTEMBER 17-25

www.londondesignfestival.com
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Campana Brothers Candy Collection Tableware

Oil painting of the Great Fire of London, seen from Ludgate

Letter from Post Office worker James Hicks
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