
THE ART OF LIVING
MARIANkA SwAIN shares her capital cultural highlights
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Bridget Jones, patron saint of singletons,
recently returned to the big screen, but
the films have diverged noticeably from
Helen Fielding’s books – the latest of

which, Bridget Jones’s Baby: The Diaries,
has just been released (hardback £12.99,
Kindle £7.99). It features a very Bridget
pregnancy, with judgemental Smug Mothers,
cheesy potatoes, outlandish advice, chaotic
childbirth classes, and the requisite romantic
tension.

Or try the strangely enthralling free podcast
Beautiful Stories from Anonymous People.
Comedian Chris Gethard calls up strangers
to find out about their lives: it’s one phone

call, one hour, no names, no holds
barred. The results are odd,
surprising, funny and often
very moving – a reminder that
everyone has a story worth hearing

How are you livening
up your commute?
Let us know via
Twitter @Move_To

How much have our lives today been shaped by
the countercultural 1960s? This major new V&A
exhibition explores the era’s enduring legacy,
from design, music, fashion and film to civil rights,
environmentalism, computing and consumerism.
There are more than 350 exhibits, including
underground magazines, artefacts from Woodstock
and the 1968 Paris student riots, a moon rock on loan
from NASA, an Apple 1 computer, original artwork by
Richard Hamilton, handwritten Beatles lyrics, and the
suits worn by John Lennon and George Harrison on
the cover of Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band.

YOU SAY YOU WANT A REVOLUTION?
RECORDS AND REBELS 1966-70
TO FEBRUARY 26, 2017

Victoria and Albert Museum,
South Kensington SW7
Adult £16
12-17-year-olds £12
Under-12s free
www.vam.ac.uk

YOU SAY YOU WANT A REVOLUTION?

“Everybody has their own take on London,” notes the
Royal Watercolour Society’s (RWS) senior vice president
Jill Leman. “Each borough has its own character, and
each artist responds differently – which really suits our
organisation’s eclecticism.”

Visitors will get a chance to see the full RWS range in
a new exhibition, London – A Sense of Place, at the
society’s Bankside Gallery base. “We were founded in
1804 – we’re the oldest British art society after the Royal
Academy, and the world’s oldest watercolour society –
and our members have included everyone from William
Hunt and Henry Moore to John Singer Sargent.

“But we’ve also spent 30 years on the transforming
South Bank. It felt like the right time to do an exhibition
showing what it means to us to be in the heart of this
historic but ever-changing city.”

There are 75 full RWS members and 10 associates, and
joining “is quite prestigious, as you have to get voted in.
We work in a variety of water-based media – gouache,
ink, collage and acrylic alongside watercolour – and the
work is very diverse.”

That meant responses to the theme of London included
everything from “figurative domestic scenes, cityscapes,
churches and rivers to abstract pieces evoking the
capital’s bustling energy. June Berry was inspired by her
garden; David Cass painted the Thames Barrier; Michael
Chaplin’s captured The Queen’s birthday celebrations
on The Mall; Lisa Traxler contributed jagged, abstract
collages; and Paul Newland has done a capriccio,
superimposing fantasy elements onto the Thames.”

Many RWS members have creative day jobs – “Mark
Raggett has just done the art direction on The Crown for
Netflix” – but thoroughly appreciate the chance to come
together and celebrate one another’s work.

“The ironic thing is that as soon as artists populate an
area, it becomes buzzy and they get priced out. Sadiq

Khan at least seems more supportive of the arts, but we
have to remember that London isn’t London without this
creative backbone. The art scene here is extraordinary:
truly something for everyone.”

All the RWS art displayed is “domestic-sized and
affordably priced”, and there are workshops on
everything from the urban landscape to gouache, plus a
guided walk. “Even if you’ve been here 100 times, there’s
always something to discover – that’s the joy of London.”

The exhibition will also shed new light, believes Jill.
“Whether it’s a calm view or a turbulent one, historic
architecture or the latest addition, art opens people’s
eyes to what’s around them. We’ve seen the standard
postcard scenes of London – sometimes, we need a
refresher to remind us why we’re so lucky to be here.”

LONDON – A SENSE OF PLACE
TO NOVEMBER 5

Bankside Gallery, Southwark SE1
Free entry
www.banksidegallery.com
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LONDON A SENSE OF PLACE
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Art, fashion and artefacts from the revolutionary sixties at the V&A
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‘Thames Capriccio II’, Paul Newland

When a Man is Tired of London, He is Tired of Life,
Jill Leman
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