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W hen Marie 
Eisenhardt 
arrived in 

the UK eighteen months 
ago, she needed a job 
immediately and wound 
up selling German sausages 
at Borough Market, which 
is where she met singer/
songwriter Yvonne, AKA 
EnaFay. “We became friends 
and I showed her a video 
of me and Rachel [Sparks] 
rehearsing a jive. She was 
fascinated, and asked us to 
dance in her music video.”

Yvonne subsequently 
wrote seven songs and 
decided to do a whole short 
film for the EP. “From just 
dancing one small piece it 
developed into us being 
the main characters in the 
film, which is a story where 
the characters meet and 
fall in love, fall out, and 
then come back together. 

“Yvonne gave us 
freedom to create what 
we wanted in terms of 
connection, lead swap and 
the mix of contemporary 
and Latin/ballroom. I 
listened to the music and 
visualised the story: the 
beginnings of relationships 
and the different ways of 
crossing the line, working 
it out, projecting our 
wishes on each other, 
mirroring, resisting and 
giving in, excitement and 
disappointment, and how 
that could look and progress 
within the routine.”

Meanwhile, Rachel, 
who has a dance degree, 
experimented with those 
concepts in movement, 
and they shared their 

Marie Eisenhardt and Rachel 
Sparks in a music video for EnaFay.
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Same-sex dancers 
are venturing into 
music videos, reports 
Marianka Swain

ideas. The key thing was 
“dancing what we feel”. 
The video was shot in a 
studio near Hackney, and 
the feedback so far has been 
positive – “people say they 
find it very special and 
unique” – though Marie 
would love more response 
from competitive dancers.

She notes the visibility of a 
relatable love story between 
women is vital, “created 
from the perspective of 
two queer dancers. And 
it’s not only same-sex, but 
equality – we’re showing 
everyone can lead, everyone 
can follow, everyone can 
take on responsibility or 
give up control; those 
borders are fluent.”

They’ve also done an 
experimental project for 
Squid and the Krakens. “We 
danced a Viennese waltz in 
Thirties costuming, and it’ll 
be edited so we’re wearing 
animal heads – quirky, in a 
good way!” EnaFay’s songs 
are continuing to be rolled 
out, and the pair would 
love to see more same-sex 
dancers in music videos. “It 
could be shown everywhere 
as just another dimension 
of two people expressing 
themselves however they 
want through dance.”  ■
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