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Zadie Smith’s latest novel, Swing Time, is
about two biracial girls who dream of being
dancers. One has talent, but the other has
ideas – about black bodies and black music,

what makes a tribe, and what it means to be
truly free. Moving from north-west London
to West Africa, it’s a typically rich portrait
of friendship and complex identity – out on
November 15 (hardback £12.34, Kindle £8.99).

Or, if you’re eyeing up a foreign holiday
this Christmas and striving to become a
polished polyglot before then, try the Actual
Fluency Podcast. Likeable host Kris Broholm
chronicles his learning journey, and gets
advice from the world’s leading language

teachers and experts along the
way – offering great tips for those
of us still struggling to recall our
GCSE French.

How are you livening
up your commute?
Let us know via
Twitter @Move_To

The National Gallery has mounted the first major UK
exhibition exploring the work of the naturalistic Italian
master Caravaggio and his extraordinary influence
on others. This is an opportunity to discover hidden
treasures, with many of the 49 paintings on display
coming from private collections or venues like stately
home and castles.

The show follows Caravaggio’s early years in
Rome through to major commissions such as The
Supper at Emmaus, as well as showing key work
by contemporaries, like Jusepe de Ribera’s The
Martyrdom of Saint Bartholomew; Ribera was based
in Naples, where Caravaggio fled after committing

murder. The exhibition demonstrates Caravaggio’s
dramatic use of chiaroscuro, powerful storytelling
and revolutionary practice of painting from life – all
of which had a lasting impact on European art.

BEYOND CARAVAGGIO
TO JANUARY 15, 2017

National Gallery, Trafalgar Square WC2N
Adult £14, student £7, members free
www.nationalgallery.org.uk

BEYOND CARAVAGGIO

It’s the grand reopening of the Design Museum on
November 24. The iconic institution is moving into
a 1960s listed building – the former Commonwealth
Institute – on Kensington High Street, which has been
transformed by John Pawson in an £83 million project.

For the first time, the museum will have a free
permanent display of its collection, with highlights
such as Jock Kinneir and Margaret Calvert’s British
road signs; Ettore Sottsass and Perry King’s Valentine
typewriter for Olivetti; Shepard Fairey’s Obama
‘Progress’ poster; the Vespa Clubman, designed
by Corradino d’Ascanio and made by Piaggio; Bill
Moggridge’s GRiD ‘Compass’, AKA the first laptop
computer; and Celia Birtwell’s paper dress.

Deyan Sudjic, director of the Design Museum, said
Pawson’s “quiet stillness” made him the perfect
choice. “The original building is loud and assertive.
The museum’s exhibitions programme will be dynamic
and continually changing. Pawson has created a
remarkable building within a building. He has inserted
a beautiful new structure within what remains clearly
an old building, marked by the passing of time, that
serves to reinvigorate and gently upgrade its setting.
Pawson’s work allows you to see a mid-century
modern landmark in a new and powerful way.”

The reopening will also usher in new exhibitions, most
notably Beazley Designs of the Year, which celebrates
the most exciting products, concepts and designers
from around the world. This year’s diverse nominees
include: David Bowie’s Blackstar album cover, Herzog
& de Meuron’s Tate Modern Switch House, Rem
Koolhaus/OMA’s Prada Foundation in Milan, the
SH:24 online STI testing kit, videogame This War of
Mine, IKEA Foundation’s flat-pack refugee shelter,
and a coffee cup for astronauts. The overall winner will
be announced on January 26, 2017.

Another intriguing new exhibition is Fear and Love:
Reactions to a Complex World, featuring newly
commissioned installations offering insight into our
hopes and fears about change – whether networked
sexuality, sentient robots or slow fashion.

Terence Conran said he was “trembling with
excitement as we enter the final stages of this
long journey and prepare to open our magnificent
new cathedral of design. It really does feel like our
moment has arrived and that the importance of
design to our lives is now truly appreciated.

“With three times the space and John Pawson’s
beautiful architectural work I hope we can now
educate, inspire and delight future generations for
years to come and truly make a difference to the
world around us.”

DESIGN MUSEUM
FROM NOVEMBER 24

Kensington W8
Exhibitions: adults from £10
www.designmuseum.org

DESIGN MUSEUM

K i t W8

‘The Supper at Emmaus’, 1601, Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio
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The ground floor of the new Design Museum

Corradino d’Ascanio’s Vespa Clubman,
made by Piaggio 2

‘Saint John the Baptist in the Wilderness’, about
1603-4, Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio

‘Boy bitten by a Lizard’, about 1594-5,
Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio
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