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MARIANkA SwAIN shares her capital cultural highlights

picK OF the MONth
DO THE MATHS

DON’t Miss
PORTRAIT OF A LADY

Emma Hamilton lived an extraordinary life. The
daughter of a blacksmith, she rose to become an
artist’s muse, an ambassador’s wife and mistress
to Nelson, before falling into debt and ending her
days back in poverty. Her journey is explored
in this new exhibition, with paintings by George
Romney, Joshua Reynolds and Thomas Lawrence
expressing the 18th-century fascination with this
European icon – the lover, the performance artist,
the proto-celebrity.

Alongside the paintings are artefacts like letters
between Emma and her paramours, Gillray satires,
and Nelson’s grey pigtail, which he bequeathed to
her. Together, they tell an extraordinary and sadly
resonant fable about a figure whose gender both
advanced and doomed her.

EMMA HAMILTON: SEDUCTION
AND CELEBRITY
TO APRIL 17, 2017

National Maritime Museum,
Greenwich SE10
Adults £12.60, children £6.30
www.rmg.co.uk
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EMMA HAMILTON: SEDUCTION

Is your abiding memory of maths wrestling with GCSE
quadratic equations? The Science Museum aims to
change that, explains Jessica Bradford, one of the
curators and interpretation manager of its spectacular
new permanent gallery. Designed by the late Zaha
Hadid, Mathematics: The Winton Gallery explores
how maths underpins the modern world – from design
and engineering to technology, medicine and the built
environment.

The gallery’s six zones are headlined with fundamental
concerns: life and death, trade and travel, form and
beauty, war and peace, maps and models, and money.
They spiral out from a central dramatic object, “a
1929 Handley Page aircraft, which inspired the overall
design. Zaha’s concept was to have the exhibits
representing the lines of airflow, so maths is baked
into the gallery in a really creative way.”

The collection combines unseen Science Museum
objects with intriguing loans, such as “an 18th-century
doorcase from Lincoln’s Inn, a beautiful telescope, and
models of Tower 42 (the NatWest Tower) and a 1973 oil
tanker – what was then the largest super tanker on the
planet. There’s one object per showcase, like a pair of
dice or a Seventies pocket calculator, so that’s taking
the weight off visitors, saying ‘We know it can
be baffling or overwhelming, so just look at this one
thing and you’ll understand how mathematics has
affected your life’.”

Digital exhibits include a large-scale animated film
accompanying the aircraft, historical films putting
objects in context, and a breakdown of maths
processes behind visionary creations like the
astrolabe and the Enigma machine. For children –
and older visitors – who like the Science Museum’s
interactive elements, the Wonderlab has a
complementary maths zone.

The gallery spans 400 years, from the Renaissance
through to cutting-edge projects like “a quantum
computing chip or modelling earthquake zones.
Mathematicians are keen to show that there are so
many ways to apply maths in different fields, not just
academia. Zaha herself is an amazing example. She
studied maths at university, and she went on to change
the world with her designs.”

Jessica hopes visitors “see maths in a totally different
light – whether it’s looking at a skyscraper and knowing
how it stays up, understanding an airplane’s smooth
landing, or calculating the odds when you buy a lottery
ticket. All of our objects tell stories. Like the Globtik
Tokyo tanker – it reminds us how vital shipping is to
the modern economy, and how the evolving design of
a ship plays a huge part in profitability. It’s a beautiful,
intricate model, but it also tells a big story about the
shaping of our world.”

MATHEMATICS: THE WINTON
GALLERY

Science Museum, South Kensington SW7
Free entry
www.sciencemuseum.org.uk

MATHEMATICS: THE WINTON

Science Museum South Kensington SW7
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Mathematics: The Winton Gallery, designed by Zaha Hadid Architects

Emma as Circe by George Romney c.1782

Needle book belonging to Horatia, daughter of Emma Hamilton and Nelson

COMMUTER
CORNER
Acclaimed in the States, Nathan Hill’s The Nix
is an all-too-timely tale of political upheaval,
featuring a right-wing, anti-immigration
presidential candidate, family drama and a

gripping journey through long-buried secrets
and America’s turbulent history (hardcover
£16.99, Kindle £9.49 – out on January 26).

Or if your New Year’s resolution involves
becoming the next Mo Farah, or at least
working off those mince pies, try free app
RunDouble. It aims to get you from the couch
to running 5km, letting you set the pace to
reach that target. There are training prompts
while you’re on the run and listening to music,
with GPS tracking, heart rate and calorie

information – it’s like having your
own very well informed
personal trainer.

How are you livening
up your commute?
Let us know via
Twitter @Move_To
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