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“Once a year, the
world comes 
to us,” says 

organiser Niels Henrik 
Hartvigson of the Nordic 
Open, Copenhagen’s 
popular annual event. “My 
favourite aspect is watching 
our small association thrive 
on contact and hospitality, 
and having my apartment 
crowded with guests – this 
year, it’ll be women from 
Finland and Berlin.”

The Nordic Open offers 
an international New Year’s 
celebration, coming as it 
does at the end of December. 
The competition takes place 
on December 30 and, on 
December 31, there’s a grand 
ball. “Both events represent 
the quality and diversity 
of same-sex dance, and 
serve as a meeting place for 
competitors and ballroom 
afi cionados,” explains Niels. 
“It symbolises our shared 
entrance into the New Year 
as a community, which exists 
across national, cultural 
and sexual boundaries.”
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Marianka Swain 
looks forward to 
the Nordic Open

Micha Belfer and Mitchel 
Kibel of the US; Citabria 
Philips and Zoe Balfour. 

Stepping Out
The same-sex ballroom and Latin dance scene

The genesis of the event 
was the 2003 Eurogames, 
during which local dance 
association PanDans 
hosted the fi rst same-sex 
dance competition in the 
Nordic countries. “The 
tournament was a great 
success, and left us craving 
more,” recalls Niels. The 
Nordic Open was born. 

The competition caters 
to adults and seniors, in 
standard, Latin, 10 Dance 

and showdance, and, since 
2010, welcomes mixed-sex 
couples as well. It attracts a 
strong number of entrants 
– “we started big and we’ve
retained our size” – and is
supported on both a city
and state level, with strong
local links, notes Niels. “Our
cultural programme opens
the door to Copenhagen and
its surroundings with guided
city walks, excursions and
museum visits.” There’s also
an outreach programme,
offering support to
competitors with fi nance and 
housing, particularly those

from countries “without a 
progressive LGBTQ policy”.

It’s a joyful way to see in 
the New Year, with many 
opportunities for people “to 
meet and bond”. Dancers 
are also “very easy to have at 
parties,” reports Niels. “They 
so much want to dance that 
we have to keep dinner short! 
There’s a lot of social dancing, 
as well as line and sequence 
dances, and of course a toast 
and singing at midnight 
– refl ecting a number of 
different national traditions.”
A much-needed blend of
festive and inclusive revelry.  ■
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