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Same-sex dance 
continued to thrive in 
2016, developing both 

in dedicated classes, socials 
and competitions – where 
promising newcomers joined 
established talent – and 
branching out into diff erent 
areas, from mainstream 
fundraising galas to music 
videos. That growth 
has meant a community 
constantly reassessing, as 
it maintains what so many 
dancers and spectators love 
about it, while looking at 
ways to improve and grow – 
whether addressing the issue 
of senior age categorisation 
in competitions or unique 
same-sex dance features 
like lead swapping.

One of the year’s 
highlights was undoubtedly 
the European Championships 
in Helsinki. Credit must go to 
European Same-Sex Dancing 
Association (ESSDA) and 
the EuroGames debut host 
nation for their sterling 
organisation. Inspirational 
German ballroom stars 
Caroline Privou and Petra 
Zimmerman held off  their 
fellow countrywomen to 
maintain their European title, 
and Caroline praised “warm 
and welcoming” Helsinki 
– “we very much enjoyed
being there. It shows that it’s
always interesting to include
new places in the same-
sex competition calendar.”
Bradley and Sören Stauff er-
Kruse, who represented the
UK in showdance, agree:
“It was a great competition
and we loved the land
of the midnight sun!”

Jacky Logan’s Helsinki 
highlight was “performing 
as part of a new team of Pink 
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Dancers. There were 40 or so 
people from across the UK 
same-sex dance scene, and 
there was great camaraderie 
because it was Gay Pride 
weekend as well. We had 
three or four new people in 
the Pink Dancers and the 
team spirit really carried us 
through. We were delighted 
to come away with a gold 
medal – all 16 of us!”

A thrilling duel looks 
set to continue in men’s A 
Latin between Switzerland’s 
sharp, rhythmic Renato 
Minnig and Markus 
Mnerinsky and Spain’s 
stylish Antonio Castillo 
and Santiago Granizal. The 
former pair clinched the 
title at EuroGames, while 
the latter came out top at 
Le Rendez-Vous de Paris. 
It’s a wonderful prospect 
for same-sex dance to have 
couples who show the 
swiftly rising standard and 
breadth of interpretation in 
this ever-expanding fi eld.

Caroline also loved the 
esteemed Pink Jukebox 
Trophy in London, where 
she and Petra once again 
defended their title, as well 
as having the opportunity 
to perform during the 
Women of the World Festival 
at the Royal Festival Hall, 
“thus showcasing same-
sex dancing to a variety of 

diff erent cultures. Many 
people attending had 
never seen two women 
doing traditional ballroom 
together, and they liked it.”

Numerous same-sex
competitors have had 

their start at the UK Fun 
Competition, which had a 
successful 12th installment 
in October. Outreach 
work also continues with 
organisations like the UK 
Same-Sex Dance Council 
(UKSSDC), who hope to see 
more activity throughout 
the country. Providing local 
opportunities is vital to 
nurture the next generation 
of same-sex dancers.

There are plenty of enticing 
prospects for newcomers, 
as well as veterans, in 
2017. Bradley’s particularly 
looking forward to the 
World OutGames in Miami 
this summer, while German 
competitor Kerstin Kallman is 
thrilled to welcome the next 
European Championships 
to Berlin in July. It’s a 
highlight for her “not only 
because we’re organising this 
great contest, but because 
we think it could become 
the most important and 
exciting event of the year.”

British dancer Rachel 
Sparks lived in Berlin for 
eight years, so hopes to have 

“many friends watching 
the competition”, and she’s 
also excited to “dance by 
the seaside” at the fi rst 
ever Brighton Diversity 
Games. As well as adding 
an intriguing new prospect 
to the international calendar, 
it’s a boon to dancers from 
the UK, who might not be 
able to make competitions 
abroad and now have 
an extra opportunity to 
compete on home soil. 

It joins another highly 
anticipated Pink Jukebox 
Trophy next month, 
alongside myriad other 
events. Caroline, who with 
Petra is keen to continue 
developing “our personal 
style and improve on what 
we believe is the essence 
of ballroom dancing”, 
is eyeing “a variety of 
interesting options”. The 
biggest challenge for 
this year may well be 
fi tting everything in.  ■

February 18: Pink 
Jukebox Trophy, 
London
April 15: Le Rendez-
Vous de Paris
April 29-30: German 
Open Championships
May 29-June 2: World 
OutGames, Miami
July 8: Brighton 
Diversity Games Same 
Sex Championships
July 27-29: European 
Championships, Berlin
October 14: Vienna 
Dance Contest
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