
“When you walk through central London, you’re
walking over layers of history,” explains Jackie Keil,
curator of a new exhibition at the Museum of London
Docklands displaying archaeological treasures
discovered in the course of the Crossrail work.

“The excavations took place in 2009-16, and the
museum’s been involved for the past year, so it’s
all very quick – usually you’d wait a lot longer to
see new archaeological finds.” Those discoveries
go back 8,000 years to the Mesolithic era, with
prehistoric flints found in North Woolwich, through
to 20th-century Docklands shipbuilding.

“The exhibition follows the route of the train – there’s
an introductory area showing the stops, and then it
runs east to west, meaning you get a real sense of
place. There’s something there for everybody,
in terms of both history and geography.”

Some finds provide physical evidence of past
worlds, “like the Crosse & Blackwell Factory in the
Tottenham Court Road area. When the factory was
rebuilt, builders used old vessels instead of rubble,
so we found over 13,000 pickle pots and jam jars
from the 19th and 20th century. Previously, we
just knew about the factory from photographs and
contemporary accounts of people saying the area
always smelt of jam!

“There’s reminders of our industrial past too with
the Thames Ironworks company, which employed
hundreds, Roman iron horse shoes near Liverpool
Street Station, and burial sites – we’ve been able
to do ancient DNA analysis to prove these people
died of the Great Plague. I was an archaeologist
before I became a curator, and I know it’s constantly
progressing with scientific work, research, analysis –
archaeology’s not just digging and dusty old boxes.

“It make you see London in a different way, like with
the leather shoes and bowling ball that were found in

the moat of a manor house in Stepney Green, where
there used to be a Tudor weekend country retreat.
It’s great to have these human histories, and really
get a sense of how people lived.”

Jackie hopes the exhibition will satisfy London
residents and visitors “who’ve been wondering
what’s going on behind all those hoardings! These
huge infrastructure projects are all about improving
our future, but we get in touch with our past too.”

The exhibition combines historical finds with an
explanation of Crossrail’s (literally) ground-breaking
engineering, with deep tunnelling at about 30-40m
below the surface “to avoid existing Tube lines,
water, electrical… There’s a lot going on down
there. We’re really proud to showcase one of the
first projects coming out of Crossrail, and I hope
everyone – from school groups and families to
tourists and Londoners – enjoys this rich journey.”

TUNNEL: THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF CROSSRAIL
TO SEPTEMBER 3

Museum of London Docklands E14
Free entry
www.museumoflondon.org.uk
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Looking for an extra source of income in these
straightened Brexit times? Try new American
podcast Side Hustle School, in which host
Chris Guillebeau meets people who have

started a successful side business – everyone
from a government employee moonlighting as
a wedding photographer to the enterprising IT
manager recording voiceover ads, single mum
creating astrology calendars and (no, really)
a British man who got Amazon’s attention by
writing reviews of fish tanks.

Or try Ali Smith’s Autumn, heralded as the first
Brexit novel and the opener in a planned four-
part seasonal series (hardback £16.99, kindle
£9.99). Flashing back from a divided Britain

post-referendum to the 1960s pop art world,
it’s a lyrical and witty meditation on culture,
memory, love, and our crucial relationship with
personal and national histories.

How are you livening up your commute?
Let us know via Twitter @Move_To

Roman iron horses shoes or ‘hipposandals’, found near Liverpool Street station

How are you livening up your co

‘9 Canvas Study of the Grand Canyon’, 1998

Nineteenth-century ginger jars from the
Crosse & Blackwell bottling factory

Ahead of his 80th birthday, Tate Britain is mounting
a major celebration of David Hockney, with an
extensive selection of work covering everything
from painting and print to photography and video.
It includes Hockney’s iconic, vibrantly coloured
images of Los Angeles swimming pools, important
gay images, and landscapes of his native Yorkshire.

Perhaps most impressive is Hockney’s continual
innovation, embracing new technologies and
challenging the conventions of picture-making –
such as his ‘joiner’ photograph assembly. A rare
chance to explore this exceptional collection from
one of Britain’s artistic greats, including some work
never before seen in public.

‘Christopher Isherwood and Don Bachardy’, 1968
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‘A Lawn Being Sprinkled’, 1967

DAVID HOCKNEY
TO MAY 29

Tate Britain, Millbank SW1P
Adults £19.50, under-12s free
www.tate.org.uk

‘Garden’, 2015


