
Post-war Japanese architecture gets a major survey
at the Barbican, with curator Florence Ostende
noting it’s a timely exhibition for London, “not just
in terms of overcrowded cities and dealing with
pollution, but in rethinking the domestic space.”

Unlike British architects, their Japanese counterparts
“keep returning to the single-family house throughout
their career, regardless of their status. There’s a kind
of humility, as well as recognition that these urban
problems require innovative, radical solutions.”

Visitors to the exhibition can explore those solutions
in an immersive way. “We’re recreating, full-size, key
examples like Ryue Nishizawa’s Moriyama House.
It has 10 different units and each one is a room, so
if you go from the bathroom to the living room you
have to pass through the garden – there isn’t a single
route you can take without seeing nature.

“We’ve included the actual furniture, food and book
collection found in the house, so it really will feel like
you’re guests of Mr Moriyama. For me, it’s one of the
most important houses of the 21st century.”

There’s also the Terunobu Fujimori teahouse. “You
can watch the tea ceremony and enjoy those rituals,
but also get a sense of the materiality of the building
– elements like charred wood, plaster and copper.”

Adding to the immersion is the exhibition’s lighting,
which “imitates the course of the day, from dawn
to dusk, over an hour, so you can see how subtle
changes of light affect the colours. I really want
people to feel as if they’ve travelled to Tokyo.”

As well as the work of over 40 architects, there are
films and photography influenced by and illustrating
their bold approach. We might think of Japan as
a uniform culture, notes Florence, but “actually
there’s a real creative freedom because lots of these
lightweight buildings could easily be reassembled.

“Inheritance tax there also means it’s often more
profitable to sell off property, therefore houses might
only have a lifespan of 25 years. So architects are
free to respond to individual needs and desires – the
house becomes this tailor-made, intimate portrait of
its inhabitant.”

As our cities continue to grow, this is an opportunity
to take inspiration from architects who “combine
practical, material solutions with an opportunity to
indulge in fantasy – finding beauty in the everyday.”

THE JAPANESE HOUSE: ARCHITECTURE AND
LIFE AFTER 1945
MARCH 23-JUNE 25

Barbican Centre, Barbican EC2Y
Adults £14.50, young person 14-17 £10
www.barbican.org.uk
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Exit West, the latest work from the author of The
Reluctant Fundamentalist, Mohsin Hamid, is a
topical romance set amidst the refugee crisis
(hardback £12.99, Kindle £8.99). It centres on two
students fleeing civil war in an unnamed Middle
Eastern city, and offers a rich portrait of migration,
faith, love and a world in crisis.

Or if you’d rather dive back into the past,
try free podcast You Must Remember This,
on which Karina Longworth shares
forgotten histories from Hollywood. Her
creative nonfiction explores the era’s
mythologising, from “the vamp” Theda
Bara, a Cincinnati girl who claimed to be
the daughter of an Arab sheik, to the more
sinister effects of a murky approach to the
truth – McCarthy’s communist witch hunts
and Charles Manson’s manipulations – plus
fascinating tales of everyone from Howard
Hughes to Veronica Lake and Madonna.
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Fellow Renaissance masters Michelangelo and
Sebastiano del Piombo met in Rome in 1511, just
as the former was finishing his Sistine Chapel
ceiling, and became good friends and artistic
collaborators. The National Gallery celebrates their
partnership, displaying extraordinary pieces like the
pair’s “Pietà”, created for S. Francesco in Viterbo,
and “The Raising of Lazarus”, for the Cathedral of
Narbonne in France.

The exhibition features 70 works, from paintings
and drawings to sculptures and letters, including
some rare loans. They showcase two very different
but complementary artists whose talents combined
to great effect, against a backdrop of war, religious
conflict and dynamic creative innovation.

MICHELANGELO & SEBASTIANO
TO JUNE 25

National Gallery, Trafalgar Square WC2N
Adults £18, under-12s free
www.nationalgallery.org.uk

Michelangelo and Sebastiano’s ‘Lamentation
over the Dead Christ (Pieta)’, 1512-16
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