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When it comes 
to dancewear, 
same-sex dancers 

have more choice, but a lot 
of considerations, explains 
Sören Stauffer-Kruse. Too 
much of either straight 
trousers or fl owing fabric 
may unbalance the couple’s 
look or the dance. Ballroom 
technique is also designed 
for tails and gown styling, 
so while same-sex dancers’ 
challenge to standard gender 
roles can be expressed 
in costuming, there’s a 
practicality too. “How well 
does the outfi t work with 
lead, follow and switch, does 
it create movement, show 
strength or make nice lines?” 

Bradley Stauffer-Kruse, 
Sören’s partner, reports 
seeing “some interesting 
concoctions over the years. 
We once had a set of tails 
made with mine sewn at 
an angle, so they would 
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hang straight when I was 
in follower’s hold, but 
walking onto the fl oor I 
looked like we were dancing 
on the Titanic just before it 
sank! But we believe in the 
adage ‘If you can imagine 
it, you can create it’.”

Lemington Ridley, who has 
been designing dancewear 

for 12 years, notes that 
“for same-sex, you have 
to establish what kind of 
couple you’re working with 
and how they approach the 
roles. Do they switch lead, 
and if so how often? It’s a 
collaboration – the best work 
comes from talking to people 
and seeing them dance, so 
we end up with something 
embodying who they are.”

Storytelling is key for 

showdancers Bradley and 
Sören. When Lemington 
designed their Romeo 
and Romeo outfi ts, “they 
wanted something romantic 
yet regal, which showed 
they were connected but 
from different families. I 
chose grey and bronze, to 
suggest medieval leather 
and metal, and we added 
a fl owing back for Bradley, 
creating movement like a 
traditional ballroom fl oat.” 

Sören values independent 
designers like Lemington 
“who create unique pieces”, 
and is also delighted to see 
brands such as Supadance, 
DSI and Chrisanne catering 
to same-sex dancers – for 
example, Supadance’s men’s-
style shoes with women’s 
fi tting. “Though we keep 
saying there should be 
more choice for men than 
black leather or patent – 
shouldn’t we all have one 
pair of sparkle shoes in the 
wardrobe?” says Sören. 
“Dressing up is half the fun. 
We passionately believe that 
diversity benefi  ts everyone, 
so we hope same-sex styling 
gives the next generation 
of dancers more options to 
express themselves.” ■
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