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Marianka Swain 
reports on the Pink 
Jukebox Trophy

Below: Constanze Alpen and 
Karolin Jacobs, who came fourth 
in Women’s A Ballroom.

Stepping Out
The same-sex ballroom and Latin dance scene

which encourages us to keep 
following the path we’re on.” 

In women’s A Latin, it was 
victory for Finland’s Santra 
Rinne and Piia Korpi, who’ve 
“been steadily climbing for 
years; winning the London 
competition, which has really 
embraced them, was very 
moving,” reports Jacky. Piia 
says: “We’ve been working 
really hard and enjoyed how 
we were able to deliver in the 
fi nal. It was beautiful to share 
the moment with everybody, 
and it’s defi nitely one step 
closer to reaching our goals.”

M any competitors also 
joined in the social 

dance breaks – a reminder 
that this is, at heart, a 
celebration of community. 
“A few names were withheld 
from the programme, as 
people are still afraid of 
discrimination back home,” 
notes Jacky. “Dancing 
together in public is a very 
courageous thing to do – it’s 
important to acknowledge 
that and be supportive.”

She was delighted to 
see so many strong UK 
performances, such as Fiona 
Millikin Walker and her 
partner in the women’s A 
ballroom fi nal, as well as 
a variety of international 
visitors, including a new 
couple from the US. There 
was also a big contingent 
from Italy, with one Pink 
Jukebox regular taking 
the competitive plunge 
and his whole family 
coming over to watch. 

Jacky and the team are 
now looking forward to 
July’s Brighton Diversity 
Games. “Ralf and I are 
taking the Pink Jukebox 
social club there for the 
weekend and Vernon is 
chair of the judges, so we’re 
all behind it. I’d encourage 
everyone to come along – 
it’s great to have a new UK 
competition, and I hope it 
enjoys the same success as 
the wonderful PJT.” ■

Renato Minnig took fi rst. 
“We started dancing together 
just seven weeks before 
the competition, and when 
he proposed entering I 
thought ‘Here’s a challenge 
if ever I’ve had one’,” recalls 
Sergio, “but we get along, so 
working together has been a 
great pleasure. The support 
we had from everyone was 
out of this world.” Sergio 
felt blessed to be back on the 
competition fl oor after fi ve 
years away, and was “more 
than happy” with their 
results. The new couple are 
defi nitely planning to carry 
on representing the UK.

A nother duo from the 
UK, Joshua Moore and 

Shane Seal, took a break from 
touring with Robin Windsor 
to compete, fi nishing behind 
Sergio and Michael. “With 
time and practice, any of 
these couples could win – 
they’re so sharp and such 
a great contrast in styles,” 
reports organiser Jacky. She 

O ne of the biggest 
events on the 
same-sex dance 

calendar, held at London’s 
beautiful Rivoli Ballroom, 
the Pink Jukebox Trophy 
[PJT] again combined close 
battles with a warmly 
supportive atmosphere. This 
is also the opening salvo in 
ESSDA’s tenth anniversary 
Grand Slam event, with four 
titles based on results from 
2017’s major competitions.

Caroline Privou and Petra 
Zimmerman are off to a 
good start, retaining their 
women’s A ballroom crown 
– though fellow Germans 
Miriam Meister and Angela 
Pikarski and Tania and Ines 
Dimitrov put in assured 
fi nal performances. “As 
always, the organisation was 
fl awless, and seeing skilled 
dancers from all over the 
world was very special,” 
says Caroline. “It takes so 
much effort to arrange an 
international competition 
year after year, and the PJT 
is to same-sex dancing what 
Wimbledon is to tennis!”

Petra added: “We feel very 
home at home on that fl oor. 
Thank you to Ralf Schiller, 
Jacky Logan, Vernon Kemp 
and everyone else who 
made this event possible. 
Of course we’re very happy 
that we not only retained 
our title but were rewarded 
with a standing ovation at 
the prize presentation – a 
moment to remember.”

Men’s A Latin was 
similarly impressive, with 
new partnership Michael 
Litke and Sergio Brilhante 
scoring a second-place fi nish 
for the UK; Switzerland’s 
Marcus Mnerinski and 

was also thrilled to see fresh 
faces in the PJT’s inaugural 
starter category. “It’s vital 
to bring in new people 
– that’s what keeps the 
same-sex scene going. They 
were very brave to get up 
there, and a real inspiration 
to all the other countries 
to go back home and 
encourage more starters.”

Germany’s Gordon Knittel 
and Stefan Huch weren’t sure 
whether t hey could compete 
this year, due to health 
issues, and were thrilled 
that they not only made it 
onto the fl oor but won men’s 
A ballroom for the second 
time. “This tournament is 
always a highlight,” says 
Stefan. “You feel like you’re 
embedded in a true ball – 
it’s very special. Compared 
to last year’s results, our 
ranking was much better, 
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