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Marianka Swain 
reports on Le Rendez-
Vous de Paris

Organiser Torben Doose praised “the 
absolutely beautiful art nouveau-style 
sports hall, offering lots of space and 
a big window with natural light”

Stepping Out
The same-sex ballroom and Latin dance scene

T his year’s Paris 
competition had 
extra incentives: 

it was a European Same-
Sex Dancing Association 
(ESSDA) Grand Slam 
event, and took place in 
the venue for 2018’s Gay 
Games. Nevertheless, 
numbers were slightly down 
due to the competition’s 
Easter scheduling, but 
organiser Torben Doose 
observes there was still 
a “great atmosphere”. 

Finland’s Piia Korpi and 
Santa Rinne scored their 

Kongsø’s choice of music.
Torben praised the 

“energy and presence” 
of Germany’s Ines and 
Tania Dimitrova, women’s 
A ballroom winners, as 
well as the “sensuality 
and controlled power” of 
men’s A Latin champs, 
the UK’s Sergio Brilhante 
and Michael Litke.

Sergio, who battled 
through flu to make it to 
Paris, was thrilled with the 
result. “Michael and I have 
been training very hard 
and the comments we got 
from everyone, including 
the judges, were really 
encouraging. It was great 
having so many friends 
with us, and I really hope 
the Gay Games will get 
even more support from 
dancers and spectators 
all over the world.”

second Slam win in women’s 
A Latin, though Piia says the 
best part was “the enjoyment 
and connection between 
us and with the audience.” 
Dancing at the Gay Games 
venue means “the place now 
feels familiar and is already 
full of good memories.”

Torben was impressed by 
the seeming ease of the new 
partnership of Axel Zischka 
and Torsten Dreyer, who 
won men’s A ballroom on 
their debut. “As a France/
UK couple, dancing our first 
competition together, it felt 
like we had a home crowd 
supporting us,” says Axel. 
He praised “the absolutely 
beautiful art nouveau-style 
sports hall, offering lots of 
space and a big window 
with natural light”, and 
appreciated DJ Michael 

Torben, who tips French 
couple Marion Chambon 
and Alice Coutant for 
future success, says the 
local judges new to same-
sex dance were struck 
by its friendliness and 
lead swapping. The fun 
competition was again a 
success: “I feel some couples 
wait for this possibility to 
perform each year, but how 
do we get them to enter the 
‘real’ competition?” Perhaps 
they’ll be enticed by next 
year’s line-up, which 
includes showdance, 10 
dance, formation, junior and 
senior – just thinking about 
it makes Torben’s “head 
spin with excitement!”.  ■

Left: Miriam Meister and Angela 
Pikarski. Below: Michael Litke and 
Sergio Brilhante.


