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Competitors “danced 
into May” at the 
13th German 

Championships, which took 
place in Fürth for the fi rst 
time. It was a big challenge 
for local organising club TSG 
Fürth, explains member Kari 
Hennig, but, with support 
from local companies and 
umbrella organisation the 
DVET, all went to plan, 
with numerous countries 
represented in both adult 
and senior categories.

Caroline Privou, who 
with Petra Zimmerman won 
adult women’s standard, 
notes that since everyone’s 
welcome, the Championships 
have a good balance of “new 
partnerships and experienced 
same-sex dancers”. The 
organisers “did a fantastic 
job transforming the venue 
from a gym into the perfect 
place for dancing, including 
stunning lighting and a 
spacious fl oor. There was 
live music in the evening, 
though unfortunately not 
during the fi nals. We’re 
thrilled to retain our title for 
the 13th time in a row!” 

Russian dancer Eugeni 
Petelin, who took the men’s 
Latin international title with 
Alexander Kolomentsev, 

Below from le� : Ute Gra� enberger  
and Marina Hüls; Petra Zimmerman 
and Caroline Privou; and Stefan 
Lehner and � omas Marter
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Marianka Swain 
reports on the 
German Open

Stepping Out
The same-sex ballroom and Latin dance scene

loved the “fairy-tale town 
of Fürth, with interesting 
history and amazing 
architecture”, and thought 
their result showed the 
couple’s growth. “We feel it 
ourselves, but it’s good to 
know the judges see it too.”

Ute Graffenberger 
was feeling the pressure, 
partnered with reigning 
women’s Latin champ 
Marina Hüls; thankfully, 
they came out on top. “As 
soon as the music started, 
I felt the audience’s joy in 
watching us dancing. I’m 
relieved everything worked 
out after some physically 
and emotionally demanding 
weeks! Stepping onto the 
podium, listening to the 
national anthem and seeing 
everyone smiling – that 
gave me goosebumps.”

In men’s standard, Axel 

Zischka and Thorsten 
Dreyer were German 
champions, with Thomas 
Marter and Axel’s former 
partner Stefan Lehner 
winning the international 
title. Stefan was delighted 
their teamwork meant they 
could “show our best – 
we had a wonderful fi rst 
competition together, and a 
great day.” Now it’s back to 
training, and “the continuous 
quest to improve our 
technical and artistic quality”.

The German same-sex 
scene is growing, says Kari, 
and though still “a fringe 
group in the dance world, 
we’re seeing new equality 
competitions in some cities”. 
Several youngsters tried 
same-sex for the fi rst time in 
Fürth, discovering “a new 
way to express themselves 
and present a dance.” They 
may also have been swayed 
by the atmosphere: “You 
can see the passion and 
fun, which is what dancing 
is – and that’s a reward well 
worth working for.”  ■
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