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The inaugural Brighton 
Diversity Games 
Same Sex Dance 

Championships, which 
took place in July, were a 
long time in the making. 
Organisers Lori and Crista 
Pearce-Altendorff were first 
approached back in spring 
2016 by the Brighton Lesbian 
and Gay Sports Society, 
which was keen to grow its 
annual event. “It also fitted 
with the UKSSDC’s [UK 
Same-Sex Dance Council] 
aim of supporting more 
same-sex dance competitions 
in the UK,” notes Lori. 

In addition, the event 
had backing and promotion 
from “Jacky Logan and Ralf 
Schiller of Pink Jukebox, 
Cheek2Cheek, Dance South 
and Brighton Dancing”, 
plus “Peter Meager 
offered immense support 
promoting it via social 
media, and Tori and Yvonne 
Settle very generously 
donated the trophies.

“Although Crista and I 
have competed in same-
sex competitions for the 
past few years, we’d never 
been involved in running 
one. UKSSDC committee 
members offered advice, 
and Ralf and Vernon 
Kemp kindly mentored us, 
offering suggestions on the 
compere, DJ, scrutineer and 
adjudicators – in fact, Ralf 
and Vernon agreed to take 
on two of those key roles. 

“As we didn’t know how 
many competitors would 
register, we went for just 
three judges, and, hopeful of 
gaining some international 
competitors, needed at 
least one international 
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judge. Fortunately, Kathie 
Krick [Germany], Heather 
Gladding [Israel] and 
Robert Singer [UK] all 
immediately agreed to come.

“The cost of the officials 
and the venue are the two 
significant expenses of an 
event like this. Finding a 
venue in or close to Brighton 
on a Saturday that was 
suitable, affordable, close 
to transport networks and 
had parking was the greatest 
initial challenge. Sadly, many 
hotel ballrooms have been 
carpeted over, leaving just 
small disco dancefloors.”

Mandela Hall at Sussex 
University was eventually 
chosen, with the Student 
Union offering a good 
rate. The unusually hot 
weather and grubby floor 
proved challenging, with 
the organisers spending the 
day before cleaning and 
polishing it – “arguably 
too much, according to 
some competitors!”

There were also hiccups 
with catering and changing 
rooms, plus “Kathie’s car 
broke down on the wrong 
side of the English Channel, 
so there were a few frantic 

messages – but she made it 
in the end.” Though some 
of these were unforeseen 
difficulties, Lori says they’ll 
definitely learn from them.

The competition was a 
great success otherwise, 

attracting dancers across all 
levels from both the UK and 
Europe – some, no doubt, 
appreciating the practice 
ahead of the European 
Championships. Germany’s 
Caroline Privou and Petra 
Zimmermann won the          
A ballroom, and there were 
plenty of home champs, 
including Sergio Brilhante 
and Michael Litke in men’s 
A Latin, John Church and 
Alex Lewalle in men’s A 
ballroom, and local pairing 
Louise Hunt and Jo Taylor 
storming away in B Latin.

Jacky would have loved to 
see more Brighton dancers 
“jump in and have a go, but 
there was plenty of cheering 
from the South Coast. The 
new competition is very 
much welcomed by the 

Pink Jukebox, and we look 
forward to seeing more 
Brighton-based dancers at 
our competition in February.”

Delighted to have 
another UK event, Sergio 
says winning their “third 
competition this year felt 
great, and of course we’ll 
come and support it again.” 
He thought it was “very well 
attended” and in fact the 
spectator tickets sold out. “A 
number of attendees made 
a weekend of it, spending 
time either at the seaside 
or at the many LGBT+ 
venues that Brighton has 
to offer,” reports Lori.

Some spectators had 
never been to a same-sex 
competition before, she notes, 
and “several asked where 
they could take lessons in 
Brighton.” The UKSSDC’s 
Peter Meager believes local 
competitions offer “a great 
opportunity to encourage 
new couples without having 
to travel to an overseas 
championship. Massive 
congratulations to Lori and 
Crista for going above and 
beyond to deliver such a 
professional competition.”

There’s definitely an 
appetite for another Brighton 
event, though it’s a lot for 
two people to organise; 
Lori hopes to build up a 
team. The venue is another 
consideration – a bigger hall 
and better facilities would 
require either more attendees 
or a higher ticket price.

With such tremendous 
support, however, “it 
would be a real shame not 
to try and make it a regular 
event,” says Lori. She loved 
the friendly atmosphere, 
high-standard competition, 
exciting showdances, and 
seeing everyone join in 
the social dancing – plus 
“getting a cheer from the 
crowd when our legs actually 
managed to carry us onto 
the floor to perform our 
routine in D Latin at the 
end of a very busy day!” n


