
62  discoverbritainmag.com

DISCOVER LONDON

As soon as I was old enough, I got a paper 
round and a Saturday job.”

Sadiq’s upbringing on a south London 
council estate was “tough at times”, but  
he made lifelong friends from a wide range 
of faiths and backgrounds. “Here we don’t 
just tolerate our diversity, we respect and 
celebrate it. At City Hall, one of my main 
priorities has been to bring Londoners of  
all walks of life together, as well as making 
London a place where everyone can fulfil 
their potential,” he adds. “That’s why I 
wanted to be Mayor of London: I’ve always 
striven to make society fairer, and have 
spent my whole career fighting injustice  
and rooting out inequality.”

That ambition has been complicated  
by an unusually turbulent introduction to 

S adiq Khan is a contented man. 
“Every job I’ve had, I’ve loved, 
whether it was my time as a 
lawyer, MP or cabinet minister,” 

he says. “But I love being Mayor of London 
more than any other job.”

Now in his second year of the prestigious 
role, this born-and-bred Londoner has 
“great memories” of growing up in the 
capital. Some of the earliest include his 
dramatic ventures at Fircroft Primary 
School in Tooting. “I played a pirate in Peter 
Pan, with an eyepatch on and a wooden 
sword in my belt. It was my first real taste 
of theatre and I would have loved to have 
been more involved in the arts growing up.”

The experience inspired the mayor to 
create more opportunities for young people 

to access the rich cultural offering that  
is “on their doorstep”. Continuing the 
theatrical theme, Sadiq recently enjoyed 
Angels in America at the National Theatre 
and “can’t wait” to see Hamilton in the 
West End after catching the hit musical on 
Broadway. “London really is a global leader 
for showstopping productions.”

Sadiq has found himself in a different 
kind of spotlight as the first Mayor of 
London from an ethnic minority and indeed 
the first Muslim mayor of a major Western 
capital city. His mother, Sehrun, and father, 
Amanullah, emigrated from Pakistan in the 
1960s, and “worked their socks off”, says 
Sadiq. Amanullah drove the local number 
44 bus. “They taught me and my brothers 
and sister the importance of hard work.  

To celebrate our 200th issue, the Mayor of London, Sadiq Khan,  
talks exclusively to Marianka Swain about his capital experiences

MAYBE IT’S BECAUSE  
I’M A LONDONER 

Clockwise, from right:  
Sadiq Khan on the roof 

of City Hall, which 
overlooks Tower Bridge; 

greeting supporters;  
on stage in a school 

production of Peter Pan; 
celebrating St George’s 
Day in Trafalgar Square
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City Hall, from various terror incidents to 
dealing with the fallout from Brexit – the 
referendum that saw the UK vote to leave 
the European Union took place just seven 
weeks after Sadiq came into office.

“It’s been an extraordinary year since  
I was elected,” he reflects. “What has  
made me most proud is the way in which 
Londoners have stood together, shoulder  
to shoulder. 

“Whenever our shared values are 
threatened, whenever we face adversity, 
Londoners respond in the best way possible: 
we pull together and we carry on, stronger 
than ever in our determination to hold onto 
our spirit of openness.”

Sadiq, who still lives in his native  
Tooting and served as a Labour MP for  

the constituency for 11 years, is equally 
determined to get on with the job of 
building a “safer, fairer, healthier and more 
inclusive city”, addressing concerns such as 
security, expensive travel and the housing 
crisis. He’s motivated by the thought of 
“giving all Londoners the opportunities  
that our city gave to me”.

The Mayor of London is an elected role 
created in 2000. It differs from the Lord 
Mayor of the City of London, a more 
ceremonial position that dates back to the 
12th century and excludes the wider remit 
of Greater London. As Mayor of London, 
Sadiq is based in City Hall, the bulbous 
glass-and-steel building next to Tower 
Bridge that was designed by British 
architect Norman Foster.

“One of the things  
that makes my job  
so extraordinary and 
incredibly rewarding is  
the chance I get to meet 
Londoners young and  
old, from all walks of life, 
every single day”

➤
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Sadiq’s working day starts with a strong 
cup of coffee and breakfast with his wife 
and two teenage daughters. “I have a lot of 
briefing material to read before heading into 
the office,” he says. “No two days are the 
same, and the diversity is not just day to day, 
but hour to hour. Once I get into City Hall, I 
could have a meeting with the Metropolitan 
Police commissioner, a government minister, 
the London Assembly or planning officers, 
or I could be off to any part of the capital to 
meet community groups and residents, see 
new businesses or visit cultural institutions. 

“One of the things that makes my job so 
extraordinary and incredibly rewarding is 
the chance I get to meet Londoners young 
and old, from all walks of life, every day.” 

Over the coming year, Sadiq’s plans 
include increasing the number of affordable 
homes in London, fighting for a Brexit deal 
that “prioritises jobs and growth”, and 
launching the first trains on the Elizabeth 
line – the fast new Crossrail route that will 
connect central London with Heathrow 
airport, the Berkshire city of Reading, and 
beyond. Whatever happens though, he is 
not about to become complacent.

“We need to ensure London remains  
a place that people want to come to live,  
work and visit. That’s why I’ve been telling 
everyone that London is open – open to 
business, tourists and talent. I want the 
world to know that our capital will always 
be entrepreneurial, international and full  
of creativity and possibility.”

To this end, the mayor picks out a roll  
call of Londoners past and present that he 
believes have embodied the spirit of the 
city, including singer Adele and athlete  
Mo Farah. And although he is probably  
too modest to admit it, there is one more 
name that could easily be added to that  
list: Sadiq Khan. n

Sadiq Khan on  
the Night Tube,  
TfL’s new 24-hour 
weekend service

Favourite London attraction
“Some of my favourite attractions are local 
theatres. The Tara Theatre in Earlsfield, 
where I volunteered when I was younger, 
Theatre Peckham, the original stomping 
ground of actor John Boyega, and Polka, the 
wonderful children’s theatre in Wimbledon, 
are just some of my favourites.” 
 
Favourite London view
“The South Bank offers an amazing view 
of London’s past and present: from the 
Palace of Westminster to the Tower of 
London, with St Paul’s Cathedral and the 
cityscape of the Square Mile in between.”

Favourite London meal
“I know I’m biased, but I think some of 
London’s best curry houses are in my local 
area of Tooting. Lahore Karahi is one of many 
brilliant restaurants in the area, and one where 
my family, friends and I still eat regularly.”  

Favourite Londoner
“London would not be in the inclusive place 
it is today without pioneers, like Sam King 
MBE, who founded the Notting Hill Carnival, 
and Mary Wollstonecraft, the writer and 
advocate of women’s rights, fighting hard for 
equality and helping make the capital one 
of the most diverse places on the planet.”

SADIQ RECOMMENDS: THE MAYOR’S TIPS 
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