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“Our buses are beloved… 
It’s a privilege to be part of 
London’s transport system, 
keeping a great city moving”

Now Martin drives numerous buses, 
which means even more variety – and 
remembering around a dozen different 
routes. “A good driver will read the road 
and look out for people,” he notes “It’s a 
really good feeling when you can help  
them, like offering directions.”

London’s bus drivers can’t rely on 
technology for navigation as no mobile 
phones are allowed in the cab, so Martin 
must check for any road closures before he 
sets out so that he can inform passengers. 

As a result he knows his routes well, “like 
which bridges are too low for a double-
decker.” It has also greatly improved his 
knowledge of the city. “I know so many 
more road names and areas,” he says. “I’m 
discovering new places all the time as I drive 
new routes. I do sometimes pass a café or 
something and think, ‘I must pop in there 
next time and see what that’s like.’”

L ondon buses have always been 
part of Martin Stevens’ life.  
“I travelled to school by bus,”  
he recalls. “I loved hopping on 

the back of the Routemasters. And, as a 
child, I actually used to crawl around on  
my hands and knees pretending to be one.” 

Later in life, following a recommendation 
from a friend, Martin trained with the bus 
operator Go-Ahead London, beginning  
with theory, discussion and background 
knowledge – “all the history”, as he puts it. 

Buses have been on London’s streets since 
1829. The first ones were horse-drawn and 
then they became motorised from 1902 
onwards. Today, the British capital’s bus 
network is one of the largest in the world, 
with more than 9,300 buses helping to  
make an estimated 2.3 billion passenger 
journeys per year – often navigating 
narrow, winding streets. 

Early on in Martin’s training, he was 
taken out in a van to see if he could cope 
with driving a larger vehicle. “It’s all about 
remembering you’ve got that much more 
vehicle to get around the corner.” 

Next up was sitting on a bus with an 
experienced driver, travelling from end  
to end to master the route. Martin began  
on the 118, which runs from the suburbs  
of Morden into Brixton, south London. 

“I really appreciated the variety,” he says 
of that first route. “You’d get the leafy, 
scenic areas and the more cosmopolitan 
ones, and a whole range of people.” 

Rather sweetly, the experience has made 
him a hero to his nephew, who takes the bus 
to school and is endlessly fascinated by the 
fact that his uncle actually drives one. 

Of course, a London bus driver is also 
privy to some strange behaviour. “I see 
everything,” he says. “For example, there 
was this couple who were getting very 
intimate and I had to address it, as it was 
getting inappropriate.” On the positive side, 
Martin likes to set an example of altruistic 
behaviour, like hopping out of the cab to 
help someone on board. 

The red London bus is such an icon that it 
attracts quite a following – from tourists to 
‘bus spotters’, the latter turning up eagerly to 
document a new route or fleet. “Our buses 
are beloved. I appreciate it even more when  
I travel and realise what we’ve got here. It’s  
a privilege to be part of London’s transport 
system, keeping this great city moving.” n

Favourite London view
“Beulah Hill has fantastic views towards 
the City of London and the Docklands. 
When I was on the 118 route, coming 
over Christchurch Road, the London 
landscape looked incredible, both 
during the day and all lit up at night.”

Favourite Londoner 
“Jeremy Vine, the BBC TV and radio 
presenter – to me, his voice is London.” 

Favourite London attraction
“The London Eye is a marvellous thing to 
admire, and the architectural structures 
around The Shard as well. I’m quite partial to 
museums as well, like the Science Museum.”

THE INSIDE TRACK: 
A BUS DRIVER’S 
BEST STOPS

Continuing our series of profiles on 
people with iconic London jobs, 
bus driver Martin Stevens gives 
Marianka Swain a steer on the 
capital. Portraits by Arnhel de Serra

MAYBE IT’S 
BECAUSE I’M 
A LONDONER 


