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“T he most exciting 
highlight of 2017 
for me was the 

growth of same-sex dance 
competitions in Europe,” 
declares Pete Meager of the 
UK Same-Sex Dance Council 
(UKSSDC). “We saw three 
new competitions: Munich 
in Germany, Brighton in the 
UK, and Linz in Austria.” 
It certainly demonstrates 
progress in outreach efforts 
– vital to growing the scene 
beyond particular cities 
and countries, and making 
it easier for more people 
to engage by supplying 
local classes and events. 

This was also a thrilling 
year for new partnerships, 
including Thomas Marter 
and Stefan Lehner. “Our 
first competition together, 
the German Open in Fürth, 
was wonderful,” recalls 
Stefan. “We had great fun, 
and, above all, the team 
spirit makes dancing with 
each other so enjoyable!” 
The pair have already 
enjoyed success, winning 
the men’s A ballroom and 
Viennese waltz titles at the 
Vienna Dance Contest, and 
international men’s standard 
title at the German Open.

Axel Zischka and 
Thorsten Dreyer are 
also looking impressive: 
ballroom champions at 
the German Open, Miami 
World Outgames and Le 
Rendez-Vous de Paris. As 
are new Latin stars Sergio 
Brilhante and Michael Litke, 
who came a close second 
at the Pink Jukebox Trophy 
in men’s A, and went one 
better in Paris, Brighton and 
Miami, as well as becoming 

Mary and Jacky Logan at Brighton.
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European champions.
Of course, the Miami 

Outgames will be 
remembered for less positive 
reasons too, with the last-
minute cancellation of 
events. Axel was proud of 
everyone “pulling together 
to organise a pop-up 
competition in just three 
days”, but Bradley and Sören 
Stauffer-Kruse note that, 
although they were pleased 
with the results, “‘Unofficial 
world champions’ 
isn’t really a title”.

In contrast, Bradley and 
Sören praised Berlin’s 
European Championships as 
“amazingly well organised 
and brilliantly danced.” 
A strong showdance 
category included “two 
fabulous UK entries, and the 
showdance teams stunned 
us with their quality and 
originality. We skipped our 
own warm-up to watch the 
other couples and groups, 
they were so good.”

Another personal 
favourite for the pair was 
the US Championships in 
Provincetown. “It’s been a 
number of years since we’ve 
taken part, but this was so 
well organised and such a 
great location that we totally 
loved it. Americans do 
great showdance – it was an 
honour (with Bradley also 
being an American citizen) 
to win this category.”

was just unbelievable and 
amazing,” reports Stefan.

Jacky Logan enjoyed 
filming a BBC segment 
showing same-sex dance and 
asking the public whether 
it should appear on Strictly 
Come Dancing. “We met 
some fantastic characters, 
and people were very 
welcoming and interested. 
I hope we’ll finally see a 
same-sex partnership on 
the programme in 2018 
– or at least a same-sex 
couple dancing to the band 
during a results show.”

As for competitions, this 
year’s highlights include 
the Gay Games in Paris and 
the very first Norwegian 
Equality Open. Paris will 
be particularly special for 
Bradley and Sören, who’ve 
chosen it as their swansong. 
“We’ll be reprising 
some of our favourite 
showdance repertoire 
in our final year on the 
floor, and we’re planning 
a memorable farewell.”

Piia hopes Finnish dancers 
will be inspired to enter 
in Oslo, along with other 
competitions. She also 
thinks the 2018 Pink Jukebox 
Trophy could be interesting, 
with new partnerships 
emerging, while Axel was 
encouraged by the number 
of new couples in the Berlin 
Starter category and UK 
Fun Competition. “I hope 
they come back for more 
and we’ll have bigger fields 
again, as a result of the 
efforts of clubs and teachers 
to encourage newcomers.” ■

Key 2018 dates
February 17: Pink 
Jukebox Trophy, London
May 19: German Open 
June 23: Norwegian 
Equality Open
August 5-10: Gay 
Games, Paris
October 20: Vienna 
Dance Contest. 

I t was another strong 
year for leading Finnish 

dancers Piia Korpi and 
Santra Rinne. Piia looks 
back fondly on “the joyful 
[Pink Jukebox Trophy] 
victory in London, the 
feeling in the final days in 
Paris, an inspiring trip to 
Havana, and the fun time 
celebrating the (shared) 
Grand Slam win in Berlin.” 
The Grand Slam titles, 
marking ten years of the 
European Same-Sex Dancing 
Association (ESSDA), 
added an extra frisson to 
the top competitions, and 
demonstrated how far 
same-sex dance has come.

There was encouragement 
for dancers keen to 
participate in mainstream 
events as well. Trix 
Macleod highlights 
Caroline Privou and 
Petra Zimmerman getting 
through to the semi-finals 
in the International Senior 
1 ballroom competition in 
Brentford, while Stefan and 
Thomas were delighted 
that the Austrian Open 
invited same-sex couples to 
participate in the Viennese 
Waltz Championship. “The 
positive and welcoming 
atmosphere pushed us 
from round to round – 
up to the final! Ranking 
eighth out of 128 couples 


