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T his year’s Pink 
Jukebox Trophy 
(PJT), held at 

London’s Rivoli Ballroom, 
saw an impressive number 
of entrants, with new 
couples from Russia and 
Poland. “We’re delighted 
to be so inclusive,” says 
Pete Meager of the UK 
Same Sex Dance Council 
– particularly hosting 
couples who have overcome 
“so many challenges” in 
their home countries.

It was a dream debut for 
dynamic Russians Aleksey 
Plakhontnik and Vitaly 
Vaytenko, who won men’s 
A ballroom – just holding off 
Axel Zischka and Thorsten 
Dreyer, representing the UK 
and Germany. Organiser 
Jacky Logan notes that the 
latter are also a relatively 
new pairing, “which is 
great – it shows how healthy 
the same-sex scene is.

“We had lots of younger 
people, and starter couples 
competing who’ve only 
being learning for a few 
months. We’re really proud 
of them, and it’s exciting 
to see the next generation. 
Not all countries have as 
many new people coming 
through – I think it’s 
down to our encouraging 
social dance scene, and 
us making that transition 
to competition easier.”

At the other end of the 
spectrum, Germany’s 
Caroline Privou and 
Petra Zimmermann won 
women’s A ballroom with 
another supreme display, 
although “they’ve got 
people chasing them!” says 
Jacky. “It was interesting 
to see such a high-quality 
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final with a variety of 
interpretations. While some 
reflected the mainstream 
a bit more in their dress 
and traditional leader/
follower differentiation, 
others had more of a 
flow between roles.”

Caroline praised the 
organisers for another 
impeccable event. “Although 
we’ve now been competing 
for more than 15 years at the 
Rivoli, we’re still stunned 
that the ballroom is packed 
and the crowd cheering all 
the dancers from the very 
first round. It really makes 
it very special to compete 
there.” As for partnership 
interpretations, “we as a 
couple stand for freedom 
of expression – doing 
what you believe in and 
going after your dreams, 
whatever they are.”

The UK’s Michael Litke 
and Sergio Brilhante 
were “on fire”, says Jacky, 
winning men’s A Latin with 
a deeply-felt performance. 
Sergio recalls that last 
year’s PJT was their first 
competition together and 
they missed the title by 
just a couple of marks, 
so this was particularly 
meaningful. “We’d like to 
thank our friends, family, 
students and teachers for 
their support, and a very 
special thanks to our main 
coach, Nicholas Inchelin.”

F inland’s Piia Korpi 
and Santra Rinne – 

“delightfully energetic 
divas”, according to Pete – 
entertained and impressed 
on their way to winning 
women’s A Latin. “We were 
really satisfied with our 
dancing in the final,” says 
Piia. “It’s never perfect, but 
many things we’ve practised 
worked well, and we got 

a lot of energy from each 
other and the audience.”

This year also marked 22 
years of the Pink Jukebox, 
with the regular nights now 
celebrated at the Bishopsgate 
Institute, “which came to 
our rescue when we lost 
our venue,” says Jacky. 
“We’ve now donated the 
Pink Jukebox archive to 
them.” On a personal note, 
the PJT marked 20 years 
of Jacky competing with 
partner Mary. “Looking at 
the video, we really have 
kept improving – and we’ve 
never stopped enjoying it!”

Monica Needham 
was among the judges, 
and was struck by the 
friendly atmosphere that 
characterises same-sex 
competitions. “The way 
everybody supported 
each other and that all the 
overseas competitors were so 
warmly welcomed just made 
it so wonderful. There was a 
really special atmosphere.”

Fellow adjudicator Davy 

Brocatus, who’s also a judge 
on the Belgian Dancing with 
the Stars and co-president 
of the European Same-Sex 
Dance Association (ESSDA), 
is delighted that one of the 
longest-running competitions 
is still so popular – and the 
dancing of such high quality. 
“We’ve seen work paying off 
with us holding European 
championships in new 
countries – like more couples 
coming from Finland after 
the Helsinki competition – 
and also eventual integration 
in the dance world, with top 
mainstream coaches now 
happy to work with same-
sex couples. In my studio, 
there’s a mix of couples 
at every single level. 

“We had an ESSDA 
board meeting after the 
competition, discussing 
where same-sex dance can 
go in the future. It’s always 
work in progress, but we’re 
pleased with how far we’ve 
come. It’s the unknown that 
causes fear – once people see 
same-sex dance and realise 
the level of the dancing, and 
that it’s taken seriously, they 
understand it. Our goal is 
that we get to a point where 
it’s just two people who 
want to dance together, and 
that’s all that matters.”■


