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Copenhagen’s annual 
Nordic Open follows 
up a strong contest 

with a New Year’s Eve 
Ball – stylishly catering to 
both same-sex ballroom’s 
competitive and community 
aspects. “As usual, this latest 
event ran very smoothly 
thanks to all the effort put 
in by the organising team,” 
says Pete Meager of the UK 
Same-Sex Dance Council. 
“They work tirelessly 
throughout the year to 
ensure this is a popular 
destination in the same-
sex competition calendar. 
As it takes place during 
the holiday season, there’s 
always huge pressure to 
finish the year with a bang.” 

That they did, with a 
competition on December 
30, 2017, at DGI-Byen, with 
dancers from all over Europe 
– “including Norway’s 
first representation since 
entering their debut same-
sex couple in the European 
Championships in Berlin 
last July,” notes Pete. “We 
also saw a particularly 
competitive men’s ballroom 
final, won for the very first 
time by a brand new French 
partnership, Julien Poli 
and Corentin Normand. 
Their performance was 
outstanding.” While the 
French pair won’t be at the 
2018 Pink Jukebox Trophy, 
they are planning to dance 
at the Norwegian Open 
and Gay Games, says Pete – 
which should make a tough 
category even more exciting. 

Finland’s impressive 
Santra Rinne and Piia Korpi 
continued their hot streak, 
winning women’s A Latin, 
with a clean sweep of the 

Photograph: IONE ISRAELSEN.

Marianka Swain 
reports on the 
Nordic Open

Below: Kevin Haycock 
dancing with Tom Dane.

Stepping Out
The same-sex ballroom and Latin dance scene

judges’ first placings. Also 
on fine form were Danish 
pair Filip Bomikal Jensen 
and Mark Viinblad Jensen, 
who triumphed in men’s 
A Latin. It was a much 
closer affair in women’s A 
ballroom, with Germany’s 
Heike Hämmerer and 
Heidrun Kling ultimately 
taking the title. 

There was a great showing 
from the UK dancers at this 
Nordic Open, with Tom 
Dane and Kevin Haycock 
making the men’s A ballroom 
and Latin finals, and Sarah 
Hughes and Jill Shackleton 
the women’s A ballroom 
final. Sarah and Jill’s strong 
placing was the result of 
committed training, says 
Sarah, but that came with 
geographical challenges. 

“It’s not always easy 
with Jill in Norwich and 
me in London! We had 
to have a few lessons 
halfway, in Essex.”

This blossoming 
partnership has 

ventured into a few 
mainstream competitions 
as well, like the Blackpool 
Champions of Tomorrow, 
which Sarah recommends. 
“It’s worth doing as many 
competitions as possible to 
gain experience, and as there 
aren’t always lots of local 
same-sex ones, entering a 
mainstream event means 
you get more practice in the 
run-up to a big competition. 
These past few months have, 
I hope, set us up nicely for 
the Pink Jukebox Trophy.”

Sarah was delighted by 
the UK representation in 
numerous Nordic Open 

categories, including 
“Penny Johnson and Abi 
Reynolds looking good in the 
women’s B Latin final, Tessa 
Cleaver and MB Thoren 
competing together for the 
first time – and winning 
women’s C ballroom – and 
Tessa also pairing up with 
Graham Ashwell for the 
mixed. In fact, it was great 
to see a bigger group of 
mixed dancers than usual, 
as it felt like the event was 
even more welcoming.”

That inclusive spirit carried 
over to the New Year’s Ball, 
held the following night. 
“It was a huge success, 
with over 250 people in 
attendance to welcome in 
2018,” recalls Pete. “It was 
a definite improvement 
having the ball in the same 
venue as the competition, 
as it’s more central and has 
a larger dancefloor. The 
dining part of the evening 
was still very intimate, 
creating the opportunity to 
mingle with friends old and 
new – from around Europe, 
and even further afield.”

Sarah agrees: “It was 
lovely to catch up with 
people you don’t get to see 
in person very often – only 
on Facebook! – and as the 
Nordic Open often attracts 
a different group of dancers, 
it shakes everything up. You 
don’t know who you’ll meet, 
just as you don’t know who 
might win the competition.”

Pete sums up: “The 
atmosphere was amazing, 
with many spectators 
here just to support their 
friends and family in the 
competition, spending time 
in Copenhagen to celebrate 
the New Year together as 
one big family. A room full 
of dance talent from all 
over Europe: it was a real 
night to remember.” ■

The next Nordic 
Open takes place in 
December 2019.


