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Lloyd and choreographer Anthony 
van Laast have made sure to feature 
the famous moves that the audience 
would expect to see, “while also 
bringing a fresh perspective”. 

Was it difficult to master those 
signature moves? The most challenging 
part, reveals Warren, is “making them 
look effortless and without inhibition, 
because that is the ‘Tina’ way.” In 
support, she has her own Ikettes, 
which “is definitely a highlight for 
me. The girls are incredible, and it’s 
so thrilling to perform with them.” 
Though Warren struggles to pick a 
favourite number, “because I love 
the music so much”, she notes “We 
Don’t Need Another Hero” is a 
“special moment in the show. You’ll 
have to come to see what I mean!”

Crucially, for Virginia-born Warren, 
“it’s incredibly moving to portray 
this role, as a woman of colour from 
the South. Tina began as Anna Mae 
Bullock, picking cotton in Nutbush, 
Tennessee, and grew up to be the 
Queen of Rock and Roll. She is the 
epitome of hard work, focus, resilience, 
and perseverance. It’s a reminder to all 
of us to never give up, no matter where 
one comes from or what obstacle may 
stand in your way. There is always 
a way over, around, or through.

“People should come to this show 
because it’s an incredibly moving 
and empowering story of love, 
passion, heartbreak and triumph. 
The themes are so universal – there’s 
a little something for everyone. I 
hope the audience dances away from 
the theatre feeling they’ve learned 
a little more about the woman and 
legend that is Tina Turner.” n

Tina: The Tina Turner Musical 
is booking to October 20 at the 
Aldwych Theatre. Box Office 0845 
200 7981 or tinathemusical.com.

that as my opportunity to ‘audition’ for 
the creative team. After the workshop 
I went back home, and a few months 
later, I was offered the role.” That was 
quite a cinematic moment, she recalls. 
“I was standing on 42nd Street in 
New York when I got the call from my 
team. I was so excited to tell my family 
– they were completely overjoyed.”

The show is a comprehensive look 
at Turner’s life, from her humble 
beginnings in Nutbush, Tennessee. 
“We follow her journey through the Ike 
and Tina Turner Review days, through 
London, and back to the US, where she 
becomes the Queen of Rock and Roll 
we know and love today. We must go 
through darkness to truly appreciate 
the triumphs, honouring Tina’s 
resilience in spite of that darkness.”

Fortunately, Warren had Turner herself 
on hand to help. “We are so honoured 

to have Tina involved with the show. The 
first time I had an opportunity to sit and 
talk to her, she shared something with 
me that I will never forget: ‘There are no 
shortcuts’. When it comes to performing, 
Tina gives 100 per cent of herself 100 per 
cent of the time, and that’s exactly what 
I’ll try to do as well. I admire everything 
about her, but particularly her work ethic 
and focus. No matter what was going on 
in her personal life, she always managed 
to deliver in her performances.”

It’s quite a challenge to take on, as 
Turner is a perfectionist when it comes 
to dance, explains Warren. “For example, 
she’s very specific about where the 
movement is placed in the body. In 
‘Proud Mary’, you don’t just move 
your hips from side to side – you bend 
your knees while moving from side to 
side, which gives the illusion of your 
hips moving.” Warren also admires 
the “energy and power” that Turner 
brings to a show. “I only hope I share 
a similar quality when I perform.”

Warren has carefully studied her 
subject’s “dancing and performance 
style. This is a biographical piece and 
it requires that kind of preparation. I 
also trained physically in New York 
City with Michael Olajide at Aerospace 
NYC boxing gym, building up my 
stamina and strength so that I can 
bring as much power and energy 
as possible to each number.”

There are, of course, beloved Turner 
dance elements – who hasn’t tried 
shaking it to “Proud Mary”? Warren 
assures us that she, director Phyllida 
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Adrienne Warren, star of a new 
West End musical celebrating 
Tina Turner, talks to Marianka 
Swain about capturing the 
icon – and her moves

P laying Tina Turner is a lifelong 
dream come true for the American 
actress Adrienne Warren. “My 

parents have been fans for as long as 
I can remember,” she says. “I always 
heard her music in my household 
growing up. I was instantly drawn to her 
because of her vocal and performance 
style.” The great “Proud Mary” was an 
initial favourite, “because of the energy 
of the song and of course the signature 
dance moves. However, as I got older I 
fell in love with ‘Nutbush City Limits’ 
as well. It’s unbelievably raw, funky, and 
one of the first songs Tina wrote herself.”

Tina: The Tina Turner Musical came to 
Warren’s attention back in 2016, when 
her manager asked her to do a table 
read in New York. “I was instructed to 
pick up the script at an office in Times 
Square. It was only once I’d got the 
script that I became aware of the project. 
I asked management which role they’d 
like me to read for and they replied, 
‘Tina Turner’. I was dumbfounded. It 
wasn’t until later that year, in December, 
that they asked me to come to London 
to participate in a workshop. 

“I worked as hard as I could, and used 

Above: Adrienne Warren and Tina Turner with 
the cast. Above right: Adrienne Warren and Tina 
Turner. Below: Adrienne Warren and Kobna 
Holdbrook-Smith, who plays Ike Turner.


