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B radley and Sören 
Stauffer-Kruse 
(AKA the Sugar 

Dandies), who met 22 
years ago and have danced 
together in competition 
and exhibition for 15 years, 
have announced that 2018 
will be their swansong. 
“It’s been an amazing part 
of our lives, but it’s almost 
all-consuming: creating 
showdances means dealing 
with costumes, props and 
other effects in between 
training and rehearsal,” 
explains Bradley.

Their passion was first 
sparked by social dancing at 
the Pink Jukebox, Rivoli and 
White Swan, recalls Sören. 
Particularly the latter, “with 
its mix of quirky music – 
thanks to Jo Purvis and Gary 
Malden – darlings in their 
Sunday best, the East End 
crowd who’d just wandered 
in for a drink, and the 
occasional celebrity (we love 
you, Graham Norton). One 
night the police visited the 
Swan, apparently on a vice 
sweep of East End clubs. 
They burst through the door, 
only to discover a proper tea 
dance going on in a gay bar.”

The theatricality of 
showdance came naturally; 
Sören had studied ballet 
and modern, Bradley is 
a successful theatrical 
producer/manager, and 
both had experience with 
gay chorus. Their debut 
performance was The Skaters’ 
Waltz at the UK Same-Sex 
Showdance Trophy, “and the 
audience immediately fell 
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in love with it,” remembers 
Bradley. “Beginners’ luck: 
we won the competition.

“As with all our pieces, 
music was the inspiration. 
We were given the CD 
Mary Schneider Yodelling 
the Classics in Vienna as 
a local joke, although it 
turned out to have the 
most fabulous yodelling 
version of The Skaters’ Waltz, 
from which we created a 
comedy Viennese Waltz 
complete with white gloves 
and shoes, chiffon scarves 
and fake snow effect.”

The duo have always 
loved special effects, says 
Sören. “We once wanted the 
whole ballroom to snow for 
the finale of Skater’s Waltz. 
Ushers were supposed to 
sprinkle snow from the 
balcony, but they were 
overly enthusiastic and 
tipped the buckets, so the 
audience below got more 
than they expected! Another 
time, in Sheffield, we asked 
for low-level haze. Again, 
the technicians got carried 
away and the stage filled 
with smoke to the rafters 
– so we ended up dancing 
in a cloud by ourselves.”

Favourite routines include 
animal-based numbers, 
says Bradley, like the French 
Poodle – “who’s coming 
to the Paris Gay Games 
for a grand farewell in his 
hometown” – penguins 
in tails, and the dancing 
Bears – “with which we 
won our first European 
Championship”. Perhaps 
the standout is Cinderfella’ 
– our personal fairy tale, 
and the story that every 
LGBT dancer has dreamed 
of”. They’ve been blessed 
with great coaches, among 
them Janet Clarke, Vernon 
Kemp, Hazel Newberry, 
Lindsey Hillier, Paul 

Harris, Stefano Soldati 
and Lemington Ridley.

The pair have performed 
at such prestigious 

venues as Duckie and 
Blackpool Tower Ballroom. 
“Blackpool will forever 
have a special place in our 
heart for welcoming and 
celebrating us as a same-sex 
couple,” notes Sören. “We 
go back often just to dance 
the weekend away.” They’ll 
also be remembered for 
appearing on Britain’s Got 
Talent. “We did a simple 
piece, wearing all black, for 
the audition, so that they 
would either like us for 
who we were and for our 
dancing – or not. It was a big 
risk, because we really didn’t 
know what they were going 
to think. Fortunately, we got 
four ‘yeses’ and went on to 
the live shows, which was 
an amazing experience.” 

Competitive same-sex 
showdance developed 
around them and a few 

other notable couples, 
explains Bradley. “We’d 
love to see more people 
take up the challenge – 
you’ll have the whole floor 
to yourselves, be able to 
choose your own music, 
show your personality, 
and dance (almost) 
whatever you want.”

As for dancing together as 
a married couple, “the best 
thing is that the romance is 
real – and you don’t have to 
explain why you’re out every 
night doing the foxtrot!” says 
Sören. However, they are 
looking forward to having 
“an extra hour’s sleep on 
Sunday mornings instead 
of being in the studio” – 
although they’re not clearing 
out the costumes yet. “We 
might dance the occasional 
event just for fun.”

They’ll certainly be around 
to support same-sex dance, 
perhaps compèring or 
organising competitions, but 
are also keen to focus on new 
projects, like writing a script 
and starting a vineyard – or 
perhaps continuing with 
the Sugar Dandies in a new 
form. Bradley explains: “We 
chose it as a moniker we 
would grow into as we got 
older and better, and that’s 
what we’re going to do.” 
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