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A ugust saw over 
10,000 participants 
representing their 

sporting events at the 
Paris Gay Games. That 
representation is hugely 
important, notes Pete Meager, 
PR for the Games and MC 
for the dance competition: 
“Of the 90 countries 
participating, 20 see a major 
fight for equality, with 
homosexuality still illegal.”

Significantly, the 
dancesport event saw Asian 
entrants for the first time. 
The UK’s Sergio Brilhante 
admired the Filipino 
contingent’s dancewear, 
which – in contrast to the 
traditionally masculine 
attire of most male/male 
competitors – included 
high heels and colourful 
dresses. “Their technique 
was great and they pulled 
off a fantastic performance, 
driving the crowd wild. 
I think it’s time for us 
to break from gender 
stereotyping – as long as 
your choices complement 
your dancing, then go for it!”

Sergio was thrilled to win 
both the Men’s A Open Latin 
and Ten Dance with Eddie 
Alba of the US, especially 
after the stress of moving 
countries and developing 
a new partnership. “Eddie 
and I look forward to 
continue training together 
and returning to Europe 
soon, as there are many 
more chances for same-
sex dancers to compete on 
that side of the pond.”

T here were logistical 
challenges, too, for 
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Marianka Swain 
reports on the tenth 
Gay Games in Paris

Left: Sergio Brilhante and Eddie 
Alba. Right: Miriam Meister and 
Angela Pikarski.

Stepping Out
The same-sex ballroom and Latin dance scene

winners Julien Poli and 
Corentin Normand. “We’ve 
known each other for more 
than ten years, and last 
year I asked if he wanted to 
compete with me,” recalls 
Julien, “but he lives in Lyon 
and I live in Paris, so we had 
to sacrifice a lot to find time 
to train and take classes. The 
competition in Standard was 
excellent, and the results 
announcement was intense 
– especially for me! To be 
champion of the world is 
something I never imagined. 
We’re also happy that many 
people told us their views 
about same-sex dance had 
changed after seeing it.”

It was particularly special 
for the couple winning on 
home turf, with French 
Dance Federation president 
Carlo Ferreira awarding 
them their medals. “The 
Games are so important 
to promote equality and 
non-discrimination in 
sport and everyday life,” 
notes Julien. “This fight 
is long and intense, but I 
will never stop promoting 
same-sex dance – in France, 
and around the world.”

Local clubs Rainbow 
Evidanse and Laissez-

Nous Danser organised 
the competition at the 
Gymnase Japy – a charming, 
historic venue, but the 
lack of air conditioning 
was a downside during 
the heatwave. However, 
Sergio praises spectators for 
“keeping everyone’s energy 
up. Another big star was 
our very own Pete Meager, 
who did a superb job as MC 
making sure the schedule 
ran as smoothly as possible.”

Germany’s Angela 
Pikarski, who won the 
Open Women’s Ten Dance 
with Miriam Meister, 
thoroughly enjoyed her 
first Gay Games. Highlights 
included seeing “so many 
dancers of all levels”, and 
the fiercely contested Men’s 
Open Latin – “the quality 
was extremely high, and 
the couples were all so 
different from each other”.  

As for her own moment 
of triumph, “it’s hard to 
describe how you feel 
when you learn that you’ve 
reached your goal – ‘happy’ 
isn’t really enough! Of 
course we’ll never forget 
it. These are the things that 
keep us going: the moments 
when the hard work pays 
off, and also the feedback. 
One guy from the US, who 
we’d never met before, liked 
our dancing so much that 

he filmed it and showed 
us the videos between 
rounds. That’s at least as 
important as the result.”

For fellow countrywomen 
Caroline Privou and Petra 
Zimmermann, who won 
the Women’s A Open 
Standard, it’s been “an 
amazing journey in a four-
year cycle from our first 
Gay Games Gold Medal in 
2006 in Chicago, to 2010 in 
our hometown Cologne, 
2014 in Cleveland, and now 
our fourth Gay Games and 
ninth World Champions 
titles in a row!” says 
Caroline. “We could not be 
more happy and grateful. 
The Paris competition 
was done with a lot of 
heart and soul, as well as 
outstanding professionalism 
– that combined with the 
energising crowd and 
fantastic performances 
made it a memorable 
occasion. For us, the 
same-sex event of 2018.”

The UK was also “super 
proud” of Paula Moulton 
and Gary Lyness, says Pete, 
who took the first-ever 
Handidanse title – “and 
stole everyone’s hearts”. 
Paula adds: “Anywhere we 
can put paradance sport 
on the map, we will. The 
support from the crowd was 
utterly amazing, as many 
had not seen wheelchair 
dance before. A fantastic 
opportunity, and we’ll 
do it again if we can at 
Hong Kong 2022!” 
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