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It’s been another exciting 
year for same-sex dance, 
with new names and 

new countries appearing 
on the circuit, as well as 
new events springing up. 
Pete Meager particularly 
enjoyed being part of 
Norway’s first same-sex 
dance competition, which 
boasted “a stunning venue 
– one of the most beautiful 
I have danced in to date”.

Germany’s Caroline Privou 
and Petra Zimmermann, 
who once again led the field 
in women’s ballroom, were 
full of praise for Norway’s 
inaugural event, Caroline 
calling it “amazingly 
well organised”. Another 
highlight for them was the 
World Championships in 
Paris, part of the tenth Gay 
Games. “We enjoyed dancing 
and defending our title there 
very much,” says Petra. 

Paris was also the pick of 
2018 for Sergio Brilhante, 
who, representing the UK, 
won the Men’s A Open Latin 
and Ten Dance with Eddie 
Alba from the US. The event 
was notable, too, for the 
advent of Asian competitors: 

Above: Petra Zimmermann  
and Caroline Privou.
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Marianka Swain looks back on same-sex  
dancing in 2018 and previews 2019

Key 2019 dates

FEBRUARY 16:  
Pink Jukebox Trophy
MARCH 27–30:  
Tel Aviv Games
MAY 4: Berlin Open 
JULY 11–13:  
EuroGames Rome  
OCTOBER 5:  
UK Fun Competition
NOVEMBER 16:  
UK Equality Open
DECEMBER 30–31:  
Nordic Open

Stepping Out
The same-sex ballroom and Latin dance scene

an exciting group of Filipino 
dancers, led by Leoniel 
Enopia and Exequiel 
Vargas (see Dancing Times, 
November 2018). It’s a hugely 
promising sign of acceptance 
in new nations, particularly 
with the 2022 Gay Games 
being held in Hong Kong. 
That diversity rendered 
the Paris Games “history-
making”, believes Pete, who 
loved “watching stunning 
performances in every 
category. It was four days of 
dancing I will never forget.”

The competition’s 
inclusiveness extended to 
a debut Handidanse event, 
won in beautiful style by 
the UK’s Paula Moulton 
and Gary Lyness. Paula 
thought it was a fantastic 
opportunity to introduce 
wheelchair dance to a 
whole new crowd – just as 
many in the same-sex dance 
world have done, inevitably 
winning over any doubters 
and creating legions of new 
fans simply by showing 
their passion for dance. 

That campaign has 
been tirelessly continued 
by Caroline and Petra, 
who ventured into more 
mainstream competitions 
in 2018 – and did extremely 
well, coming sixth at the SEN 
I European Championships 
in Blackpool and tenth at 
the Internationals. “We’re 
happy not only about our 
results, but also about 
being accepted by fellow 
competitors – and many 
ballroom icons as well,” says 
Caroline. “We feel (and hope) 
that the same-sex dancing 
scene is now opening new 
territories, tearing down 
borders and seeking new 
opportunities. Ultimately, 
everything comes down 
to dancing – whether it’s 
male/female, female/female 
or male/male couples.”

There are new territories 
being explored in 2019, 

with the European Same-Sex 
Dance Association looking 
to run two competitions in 
Italy, plus there’s the Tel 
Aviv Games. The latter is 
an expanded version of Tel 
Aviv’s first Games in 2017, 
which successfully brought 
hundreds of LGBT athletes 
to compete in Israel, and 
dance is a new addition. 
Petra adds, “It seems there 
are exciting times ahead!”

Pete is looking forward 
to the Rome EuroGames, 
“taking a same-sex 
dancesport competition to 
Italy for the very first time, 
and building our profile 
and our community in such 
a wonderful and highly 
talented country”. He’s also 
working on new additions 
for the UK competition 
circuit: “Watch this space…” 

Finland’s Piia Korpi and 
Santra Rinne doubtless have 
a Latin title in their sights at 

the Rome Games after just 
placing second at the World 
Championships in Paris. 
They’re also ending 2018 on 
a high, with the dance club 
they represent organising the 
Nordic Open for the first time 
in Finland – the perfect way 
to celebrate the start of a new 
year with “our international 
dancing friends”. 

Thomas Marter and Stefan 
Lehner, too, are proud of 
their representation at home, 
with the Austrian National 
Television presenting their 
partnership to a wide 
audience. They’re hoping 
to build on that in 2019 
with several projects 
outside the same-sex 
dance sphere. “It confirms 
our belief that building 
such bridges is beneficial 
for both mainstream 
dancesport and equality 
dancers,” says Stefan.

They’re not alone: Jacky 
Logan made a short film 
for the BBC describing 
how same-sex competition 
dancing works. “I wish the 
Strictly team would watch 
it!” she says. Her 2019 
highlight will be the 20th 
anniversary of the first Pink 
Jukebox Trophy at the Rivoli 
Ballroom, which we will 
explore in our next issue 
– another great landmark 
in the evolving history of 
same-sex dancing. n
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