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O n February 16, 
the Pink Jukebox 
Trophy (PJT) at 

London’s Rivoli Ballroom 
attracted the world’s 
finest same-sex dancers 
– alongside an inspiring 
crop of newcomers. “That’s 
the wonderful thing: 
it celebrates everyone 
together,” says organiser 
Jacky Logan. It’s also one 
of those rare competitions 
to run on time, thanks to 
the unrivalled compèring 
of Ralf Schiller. 

Germany’s majestic 
Caroline Privou and Petra 
Zimmermann still reign 
supreme in women’s A 
ballroom. Caroline gives 
heartfelt thanks to the 
organising team, who 
produce “such a high-level 
competition”; the pair are 
“honoured and grateful” 
to defend their title for an 
astonishing 16th consecutive 
year. “During our journey, 
we’ve experienced growth 
and adversity. We still see 
room for improvement, 
but what’s been consistent 
through all these years 
is our love and joy in 
dancing together.”

Jacky notes that women’s 
ballroom is an incredible 
spectacle, thanks to Caroline 
and Petra (quite literally) 
setting the pace. Women’s 
A Latin was also fiercely 
contested, with Finland’s 
Piia Korpi and Santra Rinne 
narrowly beaten by the 
current world champions, 
Kelly Monshouwer and 
Yulia Zhdanova from 
Russia and the Netherlands. 
Both couples had vocal 
supporters, with Piia and 
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Men’s A ballroom winners Michael 
Litke and Mariusz Stankiewicz.
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Santra’s recent Greatest 
Dancer appearance (see 
March 2019 Dancing Times) 
winning them plenty of 
new fans. Kelly loved being 
“back in London and part 
of this amazing community. 
Surrounded by old and new 
friends, their cheers carried 
us right from the first dance 
to the stage. We worked hard 
for this, and winning felt like 
such an acknowledgement.”

Pete Meager of the United 
Kingdom Same Sex Dance 
Council (UKSSDC) praised 
the strong performance 
by UK dancers, including 
Michael Litke and Mariusz 
Stankiewicz, and Jo Baiao 
and Tom Wohlfahrt – 
winners of A ballroom and 
Latin respectively. “A really 
proud moment for them 
and their supporters, who 
kept the room alive during 
their energetic finals,” recalls 
Pete. He also praises Tim 
Regan and David Jameson, 
who returned after a three-
year break with impressive 
results in both A categories. 
“They were one of the first 
couples who inspired me to 
compete, so it was great to 
see them back on the floor.”

Michael was thrilled to 
notch a second consecutive 
win, especially after 
changing both “partner and 
style of dance! Each category 
was strong, featuring highly 
placed couples from the 
World Championships – that 
made it very entertaining to 
watch, and great to compete 
in. What made it even 
more special was seeing 
three of the couples I coach 
achieving their dance goals.”

T his was only the second 
competition together 

for Tom and Jo, and though 
“we’re still getting used 
to the system”, notes Tom, 

“having cheers and smiles 
made it easier to overcome 
those challenges. We’re 
both professional dancers, 
so we’d like to push the 
level higher and higher. 
This means a lot to us, and 
we’d love it to become more 
visible in the media.”

He notes it was great 
to have such experienced 
judges – including Paul 
Killick, who called the 
PJT “a reflection of [its 
organisers’] dedication 
and passion, so warm and 
friendly and yet run so 
professionally”. Also on 
hand was fellow former 
Strictly Come Dancing pro 
Robin Windsor, who gave 
out the evening trophies. 
Francesca Canty, chief 
executive of the Bishopsgate 
Institute – where the PJT 
archives are stored – handed 
out the morning prizes, and 
Bishopsgate provided a 
wonderful historic display. 
Jacky stresses that key to the 
PJT’s incredible longevity is 
the continued support and 
generosity of Rivoli owners 
Bill and Jeannie Mannix.

There are always new 
developments, too, keeping 
the event fresh. This 
year’s included long-time 
dance photographer Karla 
Pixeljäger venturing onto 
the floor herself. “In 2013, I 
stumbled on a tournament 
for the very first time, and 
I was so enthusiastic that 
I wanted to record it,” 
she recalls. “I also started 
dancing, and I could take 
better pictures because 
I knew the dances and 
understood when the climax 
or emotional moments 
would happen.” Her level of 
understanding has deepened 
further after experiencing 
the euphoria first-hand. 
Competing is her passion for 
now, but she’ll still bring her 
camera “from time to time”.

The PJT has inspired 
Pete, who’s organising the 
first UK Equality Open in 
November. “It’ll be another 
great opportunity for 
British and international 
competitors, plus we’re 
taking the event to different 
locations in the UK each 
time and encouraging 
starter couples there.” 
Tom adds: “I’m so excited 
to have another UK 
competition this year. It 
means more opportunities 
for new people to join, 
and for the community 
to come together.” ■
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