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T here’s huge 
excitement around 
the launch of the 

UK Equality Open, which 
takes place in Wimborne 
this November. “The UK 
has a lot of competitive 
couples who can’t afford 
either the financial or 
time commitment needed 
to compete on the wider 
European circuit,” explains 
organiser Pete Meager. “The 
Brighton competition in 
2017 really showed there 
was a strong contingent 
who would love to compete 
more on home turf.”

The UK Same-Sex Dance 
Council has also identified 
that its membership is fairly 
London-centric, reports 
Pete. “So we’re working as 
Out4Dance to build social 
dance scenes in many 
more locations nationwide, 
working with local dance 
schools, teachers, universities 
and LGBT organisations, 
with a view to bringing new 
starter couples to the UK 
Equality Open. We want 
to take the competition 
to a different region each 
time, and work with that 
area beforehand to try 
and engage new couples, 
as well as strengthen the 
existing competitor base.”

The Pink Jukebox Trophy 
is a hugely successful, 
long-running competition, 
observes Pete, but he’d 
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Marianka Swain 
previews a new UK 
same-sex competition

Above: The Cheek2Cheek 
Showdance Team in rehearsal.

“The UK has a lot of competitive couples 
who can’t afford either the financial or 
time commitment needed to compete 
on the wider European circuit”

Stepping Out
The same-sex ballroom and Latin dance scene

like to “widen the scope, 
providing more categories 
for beginners as well as 
encouraging integration of 
same-sex and mixed-gender 
couples in wider open 
categories. Segregation can 
work against what we’ve 
spent years fighting for. We 
were also hugely inspired 
by the wheelchair dancing 
at the Paris Gay Games, 
so we’ve incorporated a 
freestyle competition. There 
are some LGBT wheelchair 
dancers who would love 
to be more involved in the 
Equality Dance competition 
circuit, but have been 
excluded – this is something 
we want to champion.”

Wimborne was chosen 
as the first location, since 
it’s close to Bournemouth, 
an existing dance stomping 
ground. “We really wanted 
to build upon what has 
already been started in the 
south through the Brighton 
competition and stretch 
a little further into the 
south-west,” explains Pete. 
Plus it’s close to airports, 
maximising participation 
from international 
dancers. They’ve also 
had great support from 
Paula Moulton and Gary 
Lyness “to think about the 
requirements for wheelchair 
dancers – from travel to 
accommodation and what 
they’ll need on the day”.

The competition will 
feature single-dance and 
two-dance categories with 
no classification round, 
which Pete hopes will 

encourage beginners, plus 
there’s ballroom and Latin 
for men, women and open 
couples in A-D classes (with 
Senior results taken from the 
graded rounds), wheelchair 
freestyle beginner and 
advanced, and showdance 
couples and teams. 

For the open rounds, 
“we’re inviting all same-sex 
couples to reclassify into this 
category as well, encouraging 
integration with couples of 
all gender make-ups. We all 
want to dance together and 
offer more opportunity to 
compete against the very 
best.” Pete reveals they’ve 
already had two brand-
new showdance teams 
enter from Brighton, plus 
the Pink Dancers “who’ve 
flown the flag for so many 
years – they’ll be delighted to 
have a home competition!”

P ete himself is on 
compère duties, and 

Michael Kongso is the DJ. 
“He really knows how to 
create the right atmosphere, 
with the most up-to-date 
dance music to keep us all 
on beat from morning until 
night,” says Pete. There’s 
a strong adjudicating 
panel featuring both UK 
and international judges, 
headed by Malcolm Hill, 
and the highly experienced 
Martin Bird will act as 

scrutineer – his first same-sex 
competition. Pete also hopes 
to provide a local practice 
session the night before, and 
a climactic social dance.

Introducing another same-
sex event to the UK is a major 
boost to the community. 
“Ballroom has brought me 
so much joy – it’s an absolute 
thrill to be giving something 
back,” says Pete. Among 
his aims for the competition 
are growing the showdance 
categories – an element the 
Pink Jukebox Trophy doesn’t 
have time to feature, “so 
we’re really looking forward 
to bringing it to the UK on a 
wider scale”. He’s also keen 
to involve couples from the 
university circuit, and ideally 
build up the competition 
“so that within the first five 
years, we can hold the UK 
Equality Open in Blackpool.

“This is going to be a 
hugely competitive day, but 
just as important is to make 
it fun and enjoyable. We 
need everyone’s support, 
so please register sooner 
rather later so we can make 
the necessary arrangements. 
The bigger the better, and 
we’re currently looking for 
sponsors to help enhance not 
only the 2019 competition, 
but the very future of the 
UK Equality Open.” ■

Find out more 
on Facebook: UK 
Equality Open
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