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T his July, the 
first same-sex 
competition ever 

held in Italy attracted 
dancers from across the 
globe – to the delight of 
Davide di Prete. “Having 
the EuroGames in my home 
country was an incredible 
honour,” he says. “I was 
so proud to be part of 
the Italian team, as we 
don’t have any same-sex 
associations in Italy, so this 
was all new for us.” It was 
also a good opportunity for 
community-building, with 
Davide contacting other 
Italian same-sex dancers 
via Facebook and finally 
meeting them in Rome. 

They did their country 
proud, with Davide and 
Yoav Oved winning silver 
in the showdance couples 
competition and gold in 
salsa, while Antonio Cavallo 
and Andrea Chiapello 
came top in men’s A Latin. 
It was an Austrian win in 
men’s A ballroom, with 
Stefan Lehner and Thomas 
Marter continuing their 
hot streak; Poland’s Rafal 
Chmiela and Grzegorz 
Dyrda came second. 

However, organisational 
challenges at this 
EuroGames meant that, at 
one point, it looked like 
the dance event might 
not go ahead at all. Its 
eventual success was due 
to “strong collaboration 
from our members to both 
support, and compete in, an 
extremely well-run internal 
competition,” explains the 
UKSSDC’s Pete Meager. 
Though it was not, in 
the end, classified as the 
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official ESSDA European 
Championships, it didn’t 
deter “those who really 
wanted to take part with 
their fellow same-sex 
dance community”, as the 
organisations and dancers 
pulled together. Stefan 
Lehner adds: “It proved that 
with a ‘can-do’ attitude, one 
can achieve great things.”

Another challenge was 
the heat, with a ballroom 
temperature of nearly 32C, 
but the UK team battled 
through to take home 
an impressive five gold, 
six silver and 14 bronze 
medals. Representing the 
Netherlands and Russia, 
Kelly Monshouwer and 
Yulia Zhdanova won the 
women’s A Latin, with Kelly 
noting the tough conditions: 
“It was so hot and we were 
sweating like crazy, having 
little time to catch our 
breath between rounds. In 
these weather conditions, 
the programme could 

be altered slightly – like 
skipping a practice round, 
or having shorter dances.

“However, it was a 
wonderful competition and 
we really enjoyed it. Though 
it wasn’t for an official title, 
we loved participating. For 
us, it’s just great to have 
the opportunity to dance 
together again, after both 
practising individually for a 
couple of months. It was also 
so nice seeing our dancing 
friends, spending lots of time 
catching up and cheering 
each other on. We love being 
part of this community and 
support it passionately.”

Pete agrees: “What makes 
these occasions so special 
is the way everyone comes 
together: dancers spend 
all day crowded around 
the floor, cheering those 
they compete with – and 
against – and encouraging 
everyone to achieve their 

very best on the day. The 
same-sex dance community 
is proud of that sense of 
family, and it’s always at 
the heart of our events.”

Germany’s Caroline 
Privou and Petra 
Zimmermann once again 
led the field in women’s 
ballroom, winning first the 
senior and then the adult 
category in all dances, 
“making it our ninth adult 
EuroGames title in a row,” 
says Caroline. “Even though 
it’s not an official title, we 
feel very grateful, and our 
deepest thanks to organisers 
Dörte Lange, Torsten Reulen 
and Peter Steinerberger 
who – against all odds 
– managed to arrange a 
perfect competition with 
an international panel of 
nine adjudicators, a DJ who 
knows about competitors’ 
needs, and wonderful 
hosts. Not long ago, we 
experienced the last-
minute cancellation of the 
Miami OutGames, and the 
EuroGames in Rome was 
facing the same destiny. 
Thank you to those who 
saved the competition and 
made it possible for us to 
shine on the floor, and a big 
thank you to the audience 
for their heartfelt reactions.”

Davide notes that one of 
the Italian judges, who had 
never adjudicated at a same-
sex event before, had an 
incredible response – “they 
wish they could take part in 
more events like this one”. 
There’s certainly more to 
come, with Pete excited about 
the European Championships 
“in Düsseldorf [2020], 
Copenhagen [2021] and 
Nijmegen [2022], as well 
as the very first Same-Sex 
Dance World Championship 
in Asia at the 2022 Gay 
Games in Hong Kong. 
We’re proud to have such 
prestigious championships 
in our calendar, and look 
forward to all of them with 
huge anticipation.” ■


