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T his was the year 
that same-sex 
dance broke new 

ground, with numerous 
dancers venturing into 
new competitions, 
performance spaces and 
television programmes 
– as well as celebrating 
same-sex history, like 
20 years of the Pink 
Jukebox Trophy (PJT) 
at London’s Rivoli 
Ballroom. We also 
saw the birth of a 
new competition: the 
UK Equality Open. 
Organiser Pete Meager 
was hugely excited 
to “bring competitive 
equality dancing further 
afield, around the UK”, 
provide another opportunity 
for dancers from the UK 
to compete “on home 
turf”, and also welcome an 
“international presence”. 
Davide di Prete was among 
those “very happy to take 
part in the first ever UK 
Equality Open in Wimborne”, 
and he “can’t wait for the 
next one in Manchester”.

Davide was also proud 
that his home country hosted 
the EuroGames for the first 
time, and hopes to see more 
Italian couples competing in 
future. The Rome event was 
by no means drama-free, but 
attendees banded together to 
overcome both organisational 
challenges and stifling heat. 
Jacky Logan recalls being 
part of the Pink Dancers 
showdance team, performing 
a piece devised by Ralf 
Schiller: “It was unique, and 
the costumes gave everybody 
a thrill, but dancing for six 

Thomas Marter and Stefan Lehner 
on the dance floor. 
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minutes in a piece of tinfoil 
was the hottest experience 
I’ve had for a while!”

Jacky is excited for the 2020 
EuroGames in Düsseldorf, 
especially as she’ll be 
marking 22 consecutive 
years of competing with her 
wife Mary. She also notes 
that the Pink Jukebox is 
going strong: “At least four 
new people come every 
session, and the feedback is 
always incredibly positive.” 
That’s great news for the 
continuing success – and 
growth – of same-sex dance. 

Additionally, a major 
trend this year was same-
sex dancers thriving in 
mainstream competitions; 
while far from universal 
acceptance, big strides were 
made. Darren Whitby and 
Vishesh Mehta were thrilled 
to win the same-sex category 
at the Bristol Friendly on the 

university competition 
circuit. “It had the 
largest number of same-
sex competitors I’d ever 
seen at a mainstream 
comp, with multiple 
rounds before the final, 
showing mainstream 
competitions are 
valuing same-sex 
dancing more,” reports 
Darren. John Church 
and Alex Lewall were 
very pleased to win 
the Over-35 Pre-
Champ Ballroom title 
at the UK Closed in 
Bournemouth in July, 
while Stefan Lehner 
and Thomas Marter 
did well at Blackpool’s 
WDC/AL European 
Championships, and 
were also invited 
to perform at the 
Austrian National 

Championships – 
“which was a first 
and an extraordinary 
honour,” says Stefan. 

C aroline Privou and 
Petra Zimmermann got 

their best ever mainstream 
competition results in 
2019: making two finals in 
Senior Over-30 and Senior 
Over-35 at Blackpool’s 
WDC/AL European 
Championships; 16th 
place in Senior at Blackpool 
Dance Festival; seventh in 
Senior at the International 
Championships; second 
place in Senior I at the 
German Open Dance 
Championships; and, in 
the Senior 40 category, 
winning a gold medal at 
the WDC Dutch Open. 

“We got a lot of 
encouragement from people 
we regard as ballroom 
icons,” says Caroline. 
“However, at the same time, 
we are still consistently not 

marked by some judges, 
even in the early rounds. No 
matter what you do, there 
will always be someone who 
thinks differently. So maybe 
the essence of this year’s 
mainstream experience is 
to concentrate even more 
on doing what you know in 
your heart is right. We will 
focus on honing our craft 
and being the best dancers 
we can be, and we will keep 
an open mind and a positive 
attitude, hoping that, some 
day, we will also change 
those people’s minds.” 
Vernon Kemp certainly 
sees progress; at the ISTD 
Grand Finals in Blackpool, 
he reports that “same-sex 
couples and same-sex 
partnering by teachers” 
is no longer considered 
remotely unusual.

That change is certainly 
helped by the visibility of 
same-sex dance – from Piia 
Korpi and Santra Rinne’s 
successful appearance 
on the BBC’s new show 
The Greatest Dancer, to 
professionals Johannes 
Radebe and Graziano Di 
Prima partnering beautifully 
on Strictly Come Dancing, and 
Joshua Keefe reaching the 
finals of Australia’s version 
with Shane Jenek AKA 
drag queen Courtney Act. 
Surely, with Dancing on Ice 
announcing their first same-
sex competitive pairing, 2020 
will be the year that Strictly 
finally takes the plunge? ■

February 15: Pink 
Jukebox Trophy
April 11: Le Rendez-
Vous de Paris
June 20: Berlin Open
August 5: EuroGames 
Düsseldorf
October 3: UK Fun 
Competition
November 14: UK 
Equality Open

Key 2020 dates
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