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T his year’s Pink 
Jukebox Trophy (PJT) 
at London’s Rivoli 

Ballroom saw a battle royale, 
with a big influx of top 
international couples and “an 
incredibly high standard”, 
notes dancer and organiser 
Jacky Logan. There was 
exciting new representation 
this year, she adds, 
including “a fantastic flag-
waving Welsh contingent” 
supporting Alyn Johnson and 
Gino Gabriel, who came third 
in A Latin. It was won by the 
UK’s Jonathan Morrison and 
Shane Seal, with another pair 
from the UK, Darren Whitby 
and Vishesh Mehta, second. 

“Nothing can match the 
experience of the PJT,” says 
Jonathan. It was just his 
second time competing with 
new partner Shane, but they 
saw off tough competition 
and “enjoyed every moment 
dancing on this historic 
ballroom floor. We are very 
proud to have had the 
opportunity to participate.” 
Next, Jonathan and Shane 
plan to enter mainstream 
pro-am competitions.

There are two constants 
at the PJT: the impeccable 
organisation of Ralf 
Schiller, keeping everything 
running to time, and the 
unbroken run of Germany’s 
Caroline Privou and Petra 
Zimmermann, who won their 
17th consecutive women’s 
A ballroom title. “It’s been 
amazing over all these years, 
and we feel very humbled 
to have experienced it,” 
reflects Caroline. She was full 
of praise for the committed 
audience – “Where else 
in the world is a dance 
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Below left: Women’s A ballroom 
superstars Caroline Privou and 
Petra Zimmermann. Below right: 
Rafael Chmiela and Grzergorz 
Dyrda won the men’s A ballroom. 
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competition packed out at 
9am?” – and shares that it’s 
“an indescribable feeling 
gliding over the Rivoli floor, 
sensing this togetherness. 
All the work in the studio 
pays off, creating moments 
that will last a lifetime in 
our hearts and minds.”

Kelly Monshouwer and 
Yulia Zhdanova, representing 
the Netherlands and Russia, 
were equally thrilled to 
triumph in women’s A Latin. 
“This is most definitely our 
favourite competition,” says 
Kelly. “We loved getting to 
dance – no, fly – on all those 
cheering voices and clapping 
hands. It gave us loads of 
energy and we literally 
danced holes in our shoes!” 
Jacky praised their stylish 
presentation, and found 
them a fascinating contrast 
with the “pocket rocket” 
Spanish runners-up, Janire 
Iglesias and Ainho Moreno.

Polish pair Rafael Chmiela 
and Grzergorz Dyrda won 
the men’s A ballroom with 

a “stunning performance”, 
holding off even higher 
calibre than usual dancers 
“from here in the UK and 
further afield,” observes Pete 
Meager. Germany’s Thorsten 
Dreyer and Axel Zischka 
came second. “It was great to 
see the numbers of couples 
increasing, especially in 
men’s ballroom,” says says 
Thorsten. Axel was also 
impressed by Jan Himme 
and Henri T, “raising the 
gender identity discussion 
through their costumes”. Jan 
and Henri competed in the 
women’s events, but wore 
the signs “Goodbye Gender” 
and “Embrace all identities”, 
bringing visibility to 
dancers, such as those who 
identity as non-binary, 
who don’t feel represented 
by gendered categories. 

In fact, the UK Same-
sex Dance Council has 
since rebranded as the UK 
Equality Dance Council 
(UKEDC) so that it’s more 
inclusive, explains the 

council’s Pete Meager, who 
is also the organiser of the 
UK Equality Competition, 
first held in 2019. 

“As well as looking 
forward, it’s also important 
to remember our history,” 
believes Jacky, so she was 
delighted that dancers could 
explore the PJT archives, 
held at the Bishopsgate 
Institute, during the party 
following the competition. 
Additionally, Jacky 
herself – the recipient of a 
Medal of the Order of the 
British Empire for Services 
to Same-sex Ballroom 
Dancing in the 2020 New 
Year Honours List – was 
presented with an engraved 
vase and flowers and 
given a standing ovation. 
Reflecting on a weekend full 
of dance and celebration, 
Pete sums up: “It was great 
to see a strong international 
contingent here, showing it 
will take more than Brexit 
to stop our community 
coming together.” n
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