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E veryone at the 2020 
Pink Jukebox Trophy 
(PJT) was thrilled 

to welcome a vociferous 
contingent from Wales, there 
in support of Caerphilly’s 
Alyn Johnson and Gino 
Gabriel, who came a very 
impressive third in men’s A 
Latin on their competitive 
debut together. “We saw 
online that the PJT was the 
main same-sex competition 
of the year here in the UK, 
so we knew we had to jump 
straight in the deep end,” 
explains Alyn. “It was a 
challenge getting ourselves 
ready in four months, 
but we enjoyed every 
minute of the training.” 

It’s the latest of many 
competitive ballroom 
triumphs. Both grew up 
training – with female 
partners – at Shappelles 
Dance Studio in Hengoed, 
south Wales; Gino once 
partnered Strictly Come 
Dancing pro Amy Dowden. 
Between them, Alyn and 
Gino’s achievements 
included becoming Welsh 
Ballroom and Latin Ten-
Dance champions, UK 
Closed Championships 
Under 21 finalists, 
and British Closed 
Championship semi-finalists. 
They still compete on a Latin 
American formation team, 
which has won two British 
Championship titles and the 
World Dance Council (WDC) 
World Championship 
title in Paris in 2013.

So, how did they make the 
leap to same-sex dancing? 
“Gino and I have always 
got on really well, becoming 
friends through training 
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together at the studio and 
being part of the same 
formation team,” recalls 
Alyn. “We often joked about 
how we’d give some mixed-
sex couples a run for their 
money if we were to team 
up, but we were completely 
inspired by Johannes Radebe 
and Graziano di Prima 
performing on Strictly 
Come Dancing last year. It 
looked strong, powerful yet 
beautifully expressive, and 
the reaction was so positive, 
we thought ‘We could do 
that’. We mentioned it to our 
coach, Kay Perry, and she 
was really enthusiastic. It 
was then a case of doing our 
research online to see where 
we could compete and 
how we could get into it.” 

Their brilliant rapport 
– “there’s never a dull 
moment” – has translated 
into an impressive dance 
partnership, although 
“neither of us, nor our 
trainers, knew quite what 
to expect from a same-sex 
competition,” admits Alyn. 
They did feel the pressure as 
the “newbies” in the room, 
up against experienced 
same-sex dancers, but “the 
atmosphere was electric, 
with banners being flown 
and lots of cheer and 
encouragement. Most of 
the organisers came to 
introduce themselves, and 
our fellow competitors 
helped us get to grips with 
the format and categories.”

A s competitive dancers, 
both were used to 

training hard to do well, 
“but we didn’t expect to 
do so well,” says Alyn of 
their third-place finish in 
men’s A Latin behind the 
UK’s Jonathan Morrison 
and Shane Seal, and Darren 
Whitby and Vishesh Mehta. 

“We’re amateurs, after all, 
and dancing is our hobby 
[Gino works as a hairdresser, 
Alyn for Creditsafe]. The 
standard of dance in the 
finals was exceptional, so 
to receive some first-place 
markings from the judges 
was overwhelming. We were 
very humbled.” It’s certainly 
inspired them to enter more 
same-sex competitions in 
the future, hoping to “beat 
those couples who we didn’t 
quite catch the first time 
around. Come on, Wales!”

Beyond the thrill of 
competing, Alyn says they 
also appreciate same-sex 
dancing as “a means of 
expression and escapism – a 
way to leave everything 
behind if you’ve had a 
rubbish day. It feels great 
to dance together as two 
openly gay men, and to 
feel proud and accepted 
for who we are.” They’ve 
had “overwhelmingly 
positive” support from 
family, friends and their 

dance studio. “To be the first 
all-male competitive Latin 
American dance couple to 
come from Wales makes 
us extremely proud.” 

However, there isn’t 
as yet a same-sex dance 
scene in Wales – no classes 
or clubs specifically for 
same-sex ballroom and 
Latin. “Although I don’t 
think the studios here 
would have a problem with 
having integrated mixed-
sex and same-sex couples,” 
observes Alyn. “I know 
our studio is an open door 
and would welcome the 
LGBTQ+ community to 
come along and dance.” 
He would love to raise the 
profile of same-sex dancing 
in Wales, perhaps “working 
with organisations to 
promote more events and 
opportunities. If anyone is 
interested in collaborating 
or sponsorship, or needs 
any advice about getting 
started with same-sex 
competitive dancing, please 
feel free to contact us on 
Instagram @AJandGino_
Dance. We’d welcome 
the chance to encourage 
and support anyone else 
thinking of dancing as a 
same-sex couple.” ■Alyn Johnson and Gino Gabriel
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