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Anyone who 
follows same-sex 
competitions will 

have seen and admired 
Karla Jacobs’ dynamic 
photography – including 
here in Dancing Times. It 
began as a private hobby, 
taking pictures “of friends 
and nature”, and then she 
was introduced to same-
sex dancing by her now 
wife Karolin, explains 
Karla. “I realised that this 
area of sport and this type 
of passion weren’t being 
given enough attention.” 
Attending the Antwerp 
Outgames in 2013, Karla 
took some initial shots – 
“some really bright, with 
red eyes, and not even clear 
pictures”. However, she 
quickly improved, learning 
it wasn’t just about her 
photography skills, but 
needing a more professional 
camera and objectives. 

One of her favourite 
events is the Pink Jukebox 
Trophy: “a really lovely and 
heart-warming event, maybe 
the best competition in the 
whole year”. When taking 
photographs, Karla loves 
capturing a combination of 
emotion, athleticism and 
elegance in the picture. “I 
especially like catching a 
special ‘moment’, when a 
couple strikes a beautiful 
pose. When I watch a 
competition, I study the 
routines, and if I really like 
one of their poses, I know 
where it’ll be when they 
dance in the next round.” 
Photographing dance is 
challenging, though, since 
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“it’s not meant to be frozen 
in a picture”. There are also 
logistical issues such as poor 
lighting in some venues 
and fast-moving dancers.

So, how does Karla 
position herself at a 
competition to get the best 
shot? “First, I get a feeling 
for the location. Are there 
lamps or windows? Where 
is a spot with good light? 
In ballroom, I have to 
wait until everyone comes 
around, but in Latin, I 
have to move more. I try 
to take pictures of all the 
couples, but some seem to 
hide in a back corner.” 

Equipment is also key. 
Karla uses a full-frame 
D750 camera and a light-
intense telephoto lens. 
“Sometimes, I use other 
lenses like prime lenses, 
or I might need a flash.”

She’s particularly proud 
of her pictures from the 2015 
Stockholm EuroGames. “I 
nearly freaked out when 
I first saw the location: no 
natural light, almost no light 
at all, and as if that wasn’t 
bad enough, black curtains in 
the background! You couldn’t 

see anything in the first 
pictures I took. I really had to 
calm down and breathe. Then 
this disadvantage actually 
turned out to be a stroke of 
luck. The couples looked 
like they were dancing 
in a studio, because the 
background was so clear and 
calm. These pictures were 
part of an exhibition in Berlin 
and Cologne, which makes 
them special for me too.”

K arla has always felt 
part of the same-sex 

dancing family. “We meet 
the same dancers at different 
competitions all around 
Europe, all connected by their 
love of dancing.” However, 
she hadn’t considered 
competing herself until 
recently. Karla grew up in a 
small village in Rhineland-
Palatinate, Germany, and 
was a keen athlete. She 
had dreams of dancing as a 
teenager, but was put off by 
being paired in a starter class 
with a boy “who smelled 
like salami” – plus having 
to wear “an incredibly ugly 
dress at the prom”. She 
returned to dancing in 2014, 
learning to lead, and finally 
took to the floor in 2017. 

Her photography 
experience helped, since 

“I already had an idea of 
what routines look like, 
and what I want to look 
like when I’m dancing,” 
notes Karla. Conversely, 
dancing gave her “a better 
understanding of what’s 
happening in the couple. I 
now understand it when a 
dancer asks me to delete a 
picture on Facebook because 
of bad posture!” She’d been 
keen to compete “from the 
moment I heard there were 
same-sex competitions”, 
but took a while to learn 
to dance and find the right 
partner. She was “nervous 
and thrilled” at her debut 
competition, the European 
Championships in Berlin, 
and, by the end of the day, 
“proud of our achievement”. 

At the moment, 
Karla is focusing more 
on taking part herself 
than on photographing 
competitions, but both 
express her love of dancing. 
She adores all the styles, 
but is particularly fond 
of paso doble, tango, cha 
cha and rumba. Does she 
have any tips for budding 
dance photographers? 
“Now and then, forget 
what you’re ‘allowed’ to do 
according to the technology 
– and rely on your feeling 
for the moment.” ■

You can see Karla’s work 
at karla-pixeljaeger.
wixsite.com/dance.
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