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Back in 2012, Bradley 
and Sören Stauff er-
Kruse reached the 

semi-fi nals of Britain’s Got 
Talent (BGT). This May, 
Filipino pair Ezekiel Vargas 
and Carl Terenz Belarmino 
became the new BGT stars, 
wowing both audience and 
judges. “After winning the 
Paris Gay Games in 2018, 
our performance went 
viral,” recalls Ezekiel. “Then 
one of the BGT researchers 
asked if we’d like to join 
the show. It’s a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity, so I 
said yes – and it meant I 
could come to the UK: one 
of my dream destinations.” 

Since Ezekiel’s regular 
partner wasn’t available, 
he paired up with Carl, and 
the couple had a month 
and a half to prepare – 
complicated by the fact 
that they live on diff erent 
islands in the Philippines, 
meaning rehearsing together 
involved a fl ight. Their 
BGT audition was their 
fi rst ever performance. “It 
was a very long audition 
day: we arrived at the 
London Palladium at 9am 
and fi nished at 10pm, 
since we were last on that 
night,” says Ezekiel. He 
admits it was nerve-racking 
to perform on this big, 
televised stage, not knowing 
if “people would like us, 
because we’re diff erent. In 
Asia, there’s still a lot of 
discrimination. That’s why 
we joined the programme: 
to open everyone’s eyes 
and show that LGBTQ+ 
dancers have enormous 
talent to be proud of.” 
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Stepping Out
The same-sex ballroom and Latin dance scene

Still, the couple were 
overwhelmed by their 
reception. “By the middle 
part of our performance, 
the audience was already 
standing and dancing 
like they were at a party! 
Then, when we came out 
of the Palladium, many 
asked to take pictures, 
congratulated us, and 
thanked us for inspiring 
people. We were very, very 
happy – it felt like we were 
fl oating on a cloud.”

Viewers loved their 
daredevil lifts, energetic 
dancing and amazing 
costume changes. Ezekiel 
explains they used a 
similar routine at their Gay 
Games performance, with 
a special arrangement of 
“Proud Mary” – an upbeat 
choice praised by Simon 
Cowell – and that they were 
determined to go all out 
with the tricks in order to 
entertain: “I wanted it to be 
unique and death-defying”. 
As for their colourful and 
expressive dancewear, put 
together with the help of 
friends Reid Baradas and 
Jearson Demavivas, Ezekiel 
notes that each piece was 
meaningful, referring to 
the history and culture of 
their country, and has been 
recognised as such with an 
honour from the National 
Historical Commission 
of the Philippines. 

There was another 
inspiration involved in the 
incredible dress unravelling 
during a series of spins: 
the dance movie Center 
Stage. It was a big challenge 
to pull off , Ezekiel says, 
but all worth it. “Some 
thought our costumes 
meant we were going to 
do a comedic drag show, 
but we showed them we 
came to dress and impress 

because of our act and our 
story. Whatever makes you 
comfortable and helps you 
best express yourself, go 
for it. The rainbow costume 
says it all: it shows how 
beautiful and creative the 
LGBTQ+ community is, 
and I couldn’t be prouder 
of that representation.”

R epresentation was 
a big motivating 

factor for Ezekiel, and he 
hopes this BGT appearance 
“inspires the street children 
and indigenous tribe that 
we’re helping here in the 
Philippines. Most of them 
are being neglected by 
society. Our purpose in 
life is not to be happy. It is 
to be useful, honourable, 
compassionate, to make 
some diff erence because 
we have lived and lived 
well.” He’s also keen to 
“raise the fl ag of the whole 
LGBTQ+ community around 
the world. Like everyone 
else, all we want is to live 
a normal life, not being 
judged by what is between 
our legs, but by what we 
do in our lives. There’s so 
much beauty in diversity 

if we could just learn to 
embrace one another’s 
diff erences.” Finally, he 
wants to make his country 
proud. “It’s a big honour to 
represent the Philippines 
in a global competition. 
BGT is very popular in our 
country and it’s everyone’s 
dream to perform on it. 
So we were very lucky.” 

The pair have had a 
hugely positive response, 
including from same-sex 
dancers in the Philippines 
who are now even more 
eager to practise, compete 
and pursue their dreams, 
as well as comments from 
people new to same-sex 
dance. One YouTube viewer 
praised their backstory and 
said the performance gave 
them goosebumps – which, 
in turn, brought Ezekiel to 
tears. The reach is enormous, 
with their audition airing 
on the biggest national 
television and radio stations 
in the Philippines, gathering 
close to a million views 
on YouTube, and reaching 
LGBTQ+ people everywhere 
from Asia and Europe to the 
US. “In this time of crisis, 
I hope our performance 
will give people hope and 
a reason to smile,” says 
Ezekiel, “and that it paves 
the way for more same-sex 
performances and more 
social acceptance. Nothing 
is impossible – dreams do 
come true if you work really 
hard and fi ght for them.” ■
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